
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  
 March 29, 2020 
 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  Live-streamed 
  10:00 am 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen arr. Joe Utterback 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  

*OPENING HYMN (insert p.7) Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me No. 596 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide; my shelter be! 
Let the water and the blood, from your wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me from its guilt and power 

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill your law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; you must save, and you alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to your cross I cling; 
Naked, come to you for dress, helpless, look to you for grace: 
Stained, I to the fountain fly, wash me, Savior, or I die! 

While I draw this fleeting breath, when my eyes shall close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, meet you at your judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide; my shelter be! 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

One:  In the midst of the storm of life 
All:  Keep the Faith. 
One:  In the midst of uncertainty 
All:  Keep the Faith. 
One:  God is with us, let us  
All:  Keep the faith. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Faithful God, you draw near to us in our joy and in our grief, in our hope and in our 
despair.  When we are bowed down, you raise us anew.  We turn to you now in 
search of your grace and mercy.  God of compassion and love, move among us this 
hour.  Open our eyes, dispel our fears, and show us the real life you have to offer.  We 
pray this in the name of the Risen One, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE (with liturgical movement) 1 Kings 17:1-6 

One:  Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD the God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except 
by my word.” The word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Go from here and turn 
eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. You shall 
drink from the wadi, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So he went 
and did according to the word of the LORD; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which 
is east of the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread 
and meat in the evening; and he drank from the wadi. 

 The word of God for the people of God.  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

SOLO Lift Up Your Eyes Piotr Ilych Tchaikovsky
  

SERMON Keep the Faith 

*HYMN  (Insert p. 8) I’m Pressing On the Upward Way No. 442 

1. I’m pressing on the upward way, new heights I’m gaining every day; 
Still praying as I’m onward bound, “O, plant me, God, on higher ground.” 

Refrain: 

O, lift me up and I shall be by faith in heaven eternally, 
A higher plane than I have found, O, plant me, God, on higher ground 
My heart has no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay; 
Though some may dwell where those abound, my prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 

2. I want to live beyond the world, though Satan’s darts at me are hurled; 
For faith has caught a joyful sound, the song of saints on higher ground. 

Refrain: 

3. I want to scale the utmost height, and catch a gleam of glory bright; 
But still I’ll pray till heaven I’ve found, “God, lead me on to higher ground.” 
Refrain:  

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 
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THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN (Insert p 9)  Come, O Fount of Every Blessing No. 459 

1.   Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 

 

2.  Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come, 
Come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 
Came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood. 

 

3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 
Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own.  
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*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Fugue in d minor John Stanley

 


  


 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGICAL MOVEMENT:

  

Kirsten Hubel

 

SOLOIST:

  

Kat Skafidas

 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:

  

Josh Wright

  
 

Hospitality Ministry

 

–

 

Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you!

 

Flowers –

 

Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A

 

sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made.

 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one

 

of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY.

 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage

 

people

 

of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits

 

and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins

 

are available at our worship activity shelf

 

in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth. 

 

A “soft space” is available throughout the service for 
children age 4 and younger at the front of the sanctuary. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of 
the supplies to the shelf and put away the “soft space” toys at the end of the service.

   

Nursery Care:

  

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship. 

 

Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, 
in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement.

 

Plymouth likes to share its story!

  

Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events 
and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT

 

wish 
your photo to be used, please contact the church office.

 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church.

 

  

Please see the graphic of future events at the end of these pages.
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

Plymouth and COVID-19 

We are grateful for your faithfulness to God and Plymouth during this difficult time. We want you know 
that we love and appreciate you! It is also important to remember that in the midst of fear, the Scriptures 
remind us that we do not have to fear because God is with us. Towards that end, Plymouth 
Congregational Church UCC is taking every step to ensure we are being responsible and following the 
recommendations from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) as well as directives from our local officials. 

We will not have in-person worship and Community Time at Plymouth until further notice.  We 
will, however, have the opportunity to worship together through live-streamed worship on Plymouth’s 
Facebook page (Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC). Join us at 10am.  If you do not have a computer, 
you can call in on your phone and listen to the service: 646-876-9923, meeting ID 6039333178 followed 
by #; Member Id is #.  Be sure to eliminate all background noise (TV, conversations) when you are on the 
call. 

 
  

The following events and activities have been POSTPONED until a later date: 
• Learning Together with Our Neighbors interfaith event on Sunday, March 29 
• All Meet-and-Greets scheduled in March.  (April dates will stand, pending evaluation of 

the health and safety situation as we move forward.) 
• ACTS Banquet on April 21 has been postponed until Tuesday, October 6 
• The Rescue Mission is closed to VOLUNTEERS for the next 30 days.   We will keep you 

posted as to when we will be able to resume serving lunch on the 4th Sunday of the 
month 

Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, and 
prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

During this period of online worship, please bear in mind that the mission and ministries of 
Plymouth Church depend on all of us sharing our time, talents and financial means. The 
expenses of the staff and church continue. You can keep your pledge current and make other 
donations by mailing checks to the church office or by contacting the office for information on 
other payment options.  
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Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

Order your EASTER FLOWERS today!  Regardless of how we will experience worship on 
Easter Sunday, we plan to decorate the sanctuary with the traditional Easter lilies, tulips and 
daffodils.  Place your order by mailing this form or emailing the Church Office.  Mark “Easter 
Flowers” on the memo line of your check.  Please write a separate check for Good Samaritan 
donations with “Good Sam” on the memo line. 

Deadline to order is Sunday, April 5. 

Stay connected by: 
• Joining Plymouth’s Facebook GROUP.  Ask to join and a current member of the group will accept 

you. 
• “Like” or “Follow” Plymouth’s Facebook PAGE - Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC - and posts 

on this page will show up in your Facebook feed.   If you do not have a Facebook account, you can 
still access the page by clicking on this link:   

  https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
• Sign up for Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at 

georgesbain@gmail.com or send your email address to office@plymouthsyr.org in order to 
receive the monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story and any important communications sent out 
by the Church Office. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 
natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 

believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
mailto:georgesbain@gmail.com
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