
*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word  
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  Live-streamed 
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RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Alleluia W. A. Mozart  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN (insert p. 7) Christ the Lord is Risen Today No. 233 

1.  Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Mortal tongues and angels say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing,  glad heavens, and earth, reply: Alleluia! 

2.  Let the Victor’s people sing, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia! 
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

3.  Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia! 
God has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

4.  Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dawn Franits 

One:  Out of the darkness of grief and despair comes a message of hope. Christ is risen. 
All:  Christ is risen, indeed. 
One:  We run to the tomb to see for ourselves.  And it is true. Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen, indeed. 
One: We hear a voice call our name, and we know our risen Lord is with us now and 

always. 
All: Christ is risen.  Christ is risen, indeed.  Thanks be to God.  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)     
O God, bless us this morning with resurrection rampage—a rampage that 
summons us to shout yes to the birth of new creation in our midst.  May we 
experience the birthquakes of new life in our lives and in our congregation. 
The Son is up! And we are up with the Son, despite all those things that seek to pull 
us down to despair.  We are your Easter people. Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

The traditional Easter 
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Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

   THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney. 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 28:1-10 

One: After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came 
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

SOLO  Let the Bright Seraphim  G. F. Handel 

SERMON Fake News! 

*HYMN (insert p. 8) The Day of Resurrection No. 245 

1. The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright 
The Christ who reigns eternal in resurrection light; 
We listen for the teachings once heard so calm and plain, 
For we, too, want to follow and raise the victor strain. 

 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin, 
The whole world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 
For Christ again has risen, our joy that has no end. 

 

   THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting 

the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the 

different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the end of 

April. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY Prelude in Classic Style Gordon Young  

*DOXOLOGY   Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN (insert p. 9) Jesus Christ is Risen Today No. 240 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!   
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!  
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2. To the tomb the women bring, Alleluia! 
Spices rich, an offering, Alleluia! 
Asking where might Jesus be, Alleluia!  
Savior come to set us free, Alleluia! 

3. There the angel clothed in white, Alleluia!   
Tells the news with great delight, Alleluia!   
This the news the angel gives, Alleluia!  
That the Sovereign glorious lives,   Alleluia! 

4. "Hasten now to Galilee," Alleluia! 
"Tell the others what you see!" Alleluia!  
With excitement trembling, Alleluia!  
Off they run, good news to bring, Alleluia! 

5. Christ appears in full array, Alleluia!   
Sing with joy this Paschal day, Alleluia! 

Christ now from the dead is raised, Alleluia!   
Holy Trinity be praised, Alleluia! 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE    Hallelujah Chorus from “Messiah” G. F. Handel 
   (played from youtube) 

      

  



4 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:  Dawn Franits   SOLOIST:   Kat Skafidas 
TRUMPET:  Kyle Jones 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright  
 
 
 

     

 

 

    Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 3154744836 

   For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 
website. 

• Opportunities for children, youth and families to connect via Zoom: 
▪ Youth Group  Sundays at 7pm (but this week on Monday, April 13) 
▪ Children’s Storytime  Mondays at 11am 
▪ Adult Whine @9  Thursdays at 9pm 

 Contact Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org for the links to connect. 
• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 

Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests 
you’d like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of 
this posting. Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth 
or email. To add a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org  

• Visiting for the FirstTime? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 
global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing 
list so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission 
to impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts 
with Plymouth Church at the address above.  

  

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

COVID-19 UPDATES 
 

The ZOOM meeting platform has increased security for its users in order for there to be 
meaningful experiences free from hackers.   Stay-tuned for invitations with links to the 
ZOOM gatherings in order to access them.  Please plan on logging in 15 minutes prior to 
an event as you will be put in a “waiting room” and will be let in by the “host” in time for 
the gathering. 
 
For worship, those without computers can call in prior to 10am by dialing 1-646-876-
9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound 

to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting passcode followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 
• Stay on the phone call while the Plymouth host connects you to the service 

Be sure to eliminate all background noise (TV, conversations) when you are on the call. 

 
 

The Easter plants and Good Samaritan gifts are given by: 
 

George Bain - blessings for the Plymouth family 
Kathy Ferro in gratitude to the staff at Brookdale Fayetteville and The Oaks  
 at Menorah Park for taking such good care of her dad and mom 
The French family in gratitude for the Plymouth faith community, leaders,  
 staff, and food pantry 
The family of Nancy Gwin and Harvey Pinyoun - “Joy Cometh in the  
 Morning!” (Psalm 30) 
Susan and Richard Hawks - Many thanks to all health care workers,  
 particularly Linda Schott, RN, Dr. Sam Brayer and Dr. Paul  
 Brayer.  We pray you stay healthy! 
Elizabeth McKinney:  Lord Jesus and, of course, your heavenly Father and  
 Holy Spirit, thanks for continuing your prayers during this crisis 
Sarah Whitton in loving memory of Martin S. and Beatrice Whitton and Pfc  
 Harold F. Whitton 

Thank you, Luis Morales¸ for creating the beautiful palm and floral arrangement for Palm 
Sunday.   We neglected to acknowledge you in last week’s bulletin and so belatedly extend our 
heartfelt gratitude.  

The following events and activities have been POSTPONED until a later date: 

• ALL Meet and Greets are postponed until the time when large groups can once again 
safely gather 

• Earth Day Clean-up on April 25 is CANCELED 
• ACTS Banquet on April 21 has been postponed until Tuesday, October 6 
• The Rescue Mission is closed to VOLUNTEERS for the next 30 days.   We will keep you 

posted as to when we will be able to resume serving lunch on the 4th Sunday of the 
month 
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You are invited to the Ecclesiastical Council to discern the ordination of Kim Looney on 
Saturday, April 18 at 3:30pm via Zoom.  You are asked to preregister for the Zoom meeting by 
clicking on this link:   

 https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkfuqpqD8qXwrSOGcZdauH3skYrFNqpw 
Once you are registered, you will receive the Zoom link and information to join the meeting and 
Kim’s ordination paper will be emailed to you so that you may review it prior to April 18th.   The 
meeting will officially start at 3:30pm; however attendees are asked to begin joining the meeting 
at 3:15pm as all participants will be placed in a waiting room and admitted into the meeting by 
the host.   

Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, and prayer 
throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

During this period of online worship, please bear in mind that the mission and ministries of 
Plymouth Church depend on all of us sharing our time, talents and financial means. The 
expenses of the staff and church continue. You can keep your pledge current and make other 
donations by mailing checks to the church office or by contacting the office for information on 
other payment options. 

Stay connected by: 

• Joining Plymouth’s Facebook GROUP.  Ask to join and a current member of the group will accept 
you. 

• “Like” or “Follow” Plymouth’s Facebook PAGE - Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC - and posts 
on this page will show up in your Facebook feed.   If you do not have a Facebook account, you can 
still access the page by clicking on this link:   

  https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
• Sign up for Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at 

georgesbain@gmail.com or send your email address to office@plymouthsyr.org in order to 
receive the monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story and any important communications sent out 
by the Church Office. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkfuqpqD8qXwrSOGcZdauH3skYrFNqpw
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
mailto:georgesbain@gmail.com











