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RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE God’s Time is Best Johann Sebastian Bach  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises No. 238 

1.   Now the green blade rises from the buried grain; 
 Wheat that in dark earth for many days has lain; 
 Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that rises green. 

2.  In the grave they laid their Love whom hate had slain, 
 Thinking that their Love would never wake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that rises green. 

3.  Christ came forth at Easter, like the risen grain, 
Jesus, who for three days in the grave had lain; 
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that rises green. 

4.  When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Christ’s warm touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that rises green. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Abby Hind 

One: Travelers on the Way, what shall we do? 
All:  We shall praise God who hears our prayers, who draws near to us,  

and brings new life out of death. 
One: Dear Ones, how shall we live?  
All: With the confidence of God’s beloved children, with the security and joy of 

God’s saving grace. 
One: Friends old and new, what is the promise? 
All: New life, forgiveness of sin, the Spirit as gift! 
One: Beloved Siblings, how shall we praise?  
All: We lift our voices and our hearts in love, thanks, and praise!  We will 

praise the Lord as long as we live! 
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*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)   

Loving God, we welcome your living presence in our midst.  Share our joy and our 
thanks for the life you give us!  Dance among us!  Pray with us!  Shower us with 
your love!  Amen! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Acts 2:14, 32-33, 36-41 

One: But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.  

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise 
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added.  

The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

SOLO  God of Great and God of Small  Natalie Sleeth 

SERMON Clarifying Questions 
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*HYMN  Yours Is the Glory, Resurrected One! No. 253 
 

1. Yours is the glory, Resurrected One!  
Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 
Angels clothed in radiance rolled the stone away; 
Conquered is the grave in which your body lay. 

Refrain: 

2. See, it is Jesus, Jesus has appeared; 
 Do not doubt at all for nothing you will fear. 
 Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
 Tell it without ceasing:  death has lost its sting. 

Refrain: 

Refrain: 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! Endless is the victory you o’er death have won! 
 

3. Am I still frightened?  One whom I adore, 
Jesus, lives again, gives peace forever more. 
Jesus is my victory, life and strength and Head; 
Jesus is my glory, nothing shall I dread. 

  THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Hearts to Heaven No. 243 
 

1. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise. 
Jesus on the cross as Savior for the world's salvation bled; 
But the crucified Redeemer now is risen from the dead! 

2. Now the iron bars are broken, Christ from death to life is born; 
Glorious life, and life immortal on this holy Easter morn; 
Christ has triumphed, and we conquer by God’s liberating deed; 
Now the Christ with us abiding to eternal life shall lead. 

3. Christ is risen, we are risen; shed upon us heavenly grace, 
Rain and dew, and gleams of glory from the brightness of your face; 
That we, with our hearts in heaven, here on earth may fruitful be, 
And by angel hands be gathered, and be yours eternally. 

4. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Glory to the God of joy; 
Alleluia to the Savior who came death’s bonds to destroy; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  To the Triune Majesty. 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    The Emperor’s Fanfare Antonio Soler 

     

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:  Abby Hind    SOLOIST:   Kat Skafidas 
TRUMPET:  Kyle Jones 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

  
Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

COVID-19 UPDATES 
 

The ZOOM meeting platform has increased security for its users in order for there to be 
meaningful experiences free from hackers.   Stay-tuned for invitations with links to the 
ZOOM gatherings in order to access them.  Please plan on logging in 15 minutes prior to 
an event as you will be put in a “waiting room” and will be let in by the “host” in time for 
the gathering. 
 

For worship, those without computers can call in prior to 10am by dialing 1-646-876-
9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press 

pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 
• Stay on the phone call while the Plymouth host connects you to the service.  Be sure to 

eliminate all background noise (TV, conversations) when you are on the call. 
 
 

 

Collaborative Mosaic Poster Project:  Even though we are physically distant, the Spirit brings 
us together and we are reminded that still we are all a part of the Body of Christ. During this 
Easter season and continued time of social distancing, you are invited to take part in a 
Collaborative Mosaic Poster Project. Everyone who signs up will receive a piece (i.e. tile) of the 
whole poster. When you receive your tile, color it with whatever media you have and keep it in a 
special place at your home. Let it be a reminder that YOU are a beloved part of the Body of 
Christ. On the day when we come back together in person as a congregation, bring your tile and 
we will put them all together in celebration of our oneness. What an Alleluia! that day will be. 
Sign up using this link or contact Kim Looney if you would like to receive a tile. 
https://forms.gle/cE72E1f8qVFWrw1S7  
Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, and 
prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

Celebration of Funmi Afelumo:   A moving tribute to Funmi is available through this link:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQjQyoDyPGw 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, the mission and ministries of Plymouth 
Church depend on all of us sharing our time, talents and financial means. The expenses of the 
staff and church continue. You can keep your pledge current and make other donations by 1) 
mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay service (check with you bank on 
how to do this); 3) contacting Treasurer Bernie Peterson to set up payment processing through 
VancoPayments; 4) using PayPal, directing your donations to giving@plymouthsyr.org and 
indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food Pantry).  Please note that, while 
PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 from each donation.  You can 
help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other donation alternatives. 

Stay connected by: 

• Joining Plymouth’s Facebook GROUP.  Ask to join and a current member of the group will 
accept you. 

• “Like” or “Follow” Plymouth’s Facebook PAGE - Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC - 
and posts on this page will show up in your Facebook feed.   If you do not have a 
Facebook account, you can still access the page by clicking on this link:   

https://forms.gle/cE72E1f8qVFWrw1S7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQjQyoDyPGw
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
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  https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
• Sign up for Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at 

georgesbain@gmail.com or send your email address to office@plymouthsyr.org in order 
to receive the monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story and any important 
communications sent out by the Church Office. 

Local initiatives seeking extra support during COVID-19: 

• CNY Diaper Bank - write checks to CNY Diaper Bank and send to Plymouth; we’ll forward 
them for you! 

• InterFaith Works is collecting items for New American families and seniors who are 
stuck at home.  Contact Church office for more info. 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 3154744836 

For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 
God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 
• Opportunities for children, youth and families to connect via Zoom: 

▪ Youth Group  Sundays at 7pm  
▪ Children’s Storytime  Mondays at 11am 
▪ Adult Whine @9  Thursdays at 9pm 

 Contact Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org for the links to connect. 
• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 

Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 
like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 
Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add 
a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org  

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 
global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list 
so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 
impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 
Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
mailto:georgesbain@gmail.com
mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

