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RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze Johann Sebastian Bach  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us No. 252 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need your tender care; 
In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your folds prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, yours we are; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us, yours we are. 
 

We are yours, in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear your children when we pray; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear your children when we pray. 
 

Let us always seek your favor; let us always do your will; 
Jesus Christ our only Savior, with your love our spirits fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (after Psalm 23)  Stacey and Abby Otte 

One: Let us pray these familiar words, recognizing in the Risen Christ our Good 
Shepherd: 

All: Jesus, you are our shepherd.  We shall never want.   
 

You make us lie down in green pastures;  you lead us beside the still 
waters.  You restore our souls.  
 

You guide us in the paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. 
Even though we may walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we 
fear no evil, for you, Christ, comfort us. 
 

Jesus has prepared a table for us in the presence of our foes;  
Jesus has anointed us with the oil of salvation; our cup runs over!   
 

Surely, goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our lives, 
And we will dwell in the house of our Holy Savior forever and 
ever.  Amen.    
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*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)     
 

Incarnate God, You are the one who comes to us in Jesus Christ.  Holy One,  
You are the one who comes to us in the Holy Spirit.  Sovereign of Earth and 
Heaven, You are the one who calls us to recognize you today and every day 
as splendid Mystery.  Gather our hearts and minds this day.  Kindle our God-
consciousness.  Let us worship you in awe and wonder! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE    Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney. 

SCRIPTURE       Psalm 23 
  

One: The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
    he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff— 

    they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

    my whole life long. 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

SOLO God Is My Shepherd  Antonin Dvorak 

SERMON From The Dark Valley to The Table 
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*HYMN  My Shepherd Is the Living God No. 247 
 

My shepherd is the living God, I therefore nothing need; 
In pastures fair, near pleasant streams you settle me to feed. 
You bring my wandering spirit back when I forsake your ways, 
And lead me for your mercy's sake in paths of truth and grace. 
 

When I walk through the shades of death, your presence is my stay; 
A word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away. 
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread; 
My cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head. 
 

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 
O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled rest, while others come and go-- 
No more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home. 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting 

the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the 

different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 
 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund.  This fund is used for 

direct ministries of mercy and benevolence with Plymouth members and our neighbors.  To 

contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth Congregational Church with the words “Good 

Samaritan Fund” in the memo line. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

We will model the example of Jesus for our Lord’s Supper by using the elements that are around us. 

Bring your host and cup. We will eat the host and cup respectively at the same time. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN Listen to Your Savior Call No. 250 

Listen to your Savior call, “Do you love me most of all?” 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to you: “Love me as I first loved you.” 

“I delivered you when bound, and, when bleeding, healed your wound. 
Sought you wandering, set you right, for your pathway gave you light.” 

“Mine is an unchanging love, higher than the heights above, 
Deeper than the depths beneath, free and faithful, strong as death.” 

O my Savior, hear my need: though my love is faint indeed, 
Still I love you and adore-- oh, for grace to love you more! 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    March for an Automated Clock Flute Franz Josef Haydn 

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

 LITURGISTS:  Stacey and Abby Otte    SOLOIST:   Kat Skafidas 
 TRUMPET:   Kyle Jones    
 SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

 

  Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
Pastor Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, 
connection, and prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

Collaborative Mosaic Poster Project:  Even though we are physically distant, the Spirit 
brings us together and we are reminded that still we are all a part of the Body of Christ. 
During this Easter season and continued time of social distancing, you are invited to take 
part in a Collaborative Mosaic Poster Project. Everyone who signs up will receive a piece (i.e. 
tile) of the whole poster. When you receive your tile, color it with whatever media you have 
and keep it in a special place at your home. Let it be a reminder that YOU are a beloved part 
of the Body of Christ. On the day when we come back together in person as a congregation, 
bring your tile and we will put them all together in celebration of our oneness. What an 
Alleluia! that day will be. 

Sign up using this link or contact Kim Looney if you would like to receive a tile. 
https://forms.gle/cE72E1f8qVFWrw1S7  

 
  

Having trouble connecting to Worship or Friday Love Feast at noon?   

For Friday Love Feast: 
• Just prior to noon click on this link:   http://zoom.us/j/6039333178  or copy 

address into your browser.  If prompted for a password:   13202 
 

For Worship:  Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
• https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

  OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s 
website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

For ease of access, please note the following: 
• Plymouth’s Facebook PAGE includes a photo of the church and cover photo of 

Story for All Ages.   (If you see the Alleluia banner, you are on the Group page 
and won’t have access to the service) 

• The posting with the video for our worship service appears at 9:55AM. 
Depending on your web browser and internet capabilities the new post may 
not appear automatically. We suggest that, to ensure you see the service, you 
log out of Facebook and log back in at 9:55, go to the Plymouth PAGE and the 
worship service should be there.   
 

Both opportunities are available via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound."  
 Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound,  
 otherwise just press pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound"  
 Enter 13202 # 

 

 
 

https://forms.gle/cE72E1f8qVFWrw1S7
http://zoom.us/j/6039333178
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Inquirers’ Luncheon:   Are you new to Plymouth and want to know more? Are you interested 
in taking the “next step?”  If the answer to either or both of these questions is “yes,” please plan 
on attending the next bring-your-own Inquirers’ Luncheon via ZOOM on Sunday, May 31 at 
11:45am.   Join Eric Jackson to learn more about Plymouth, our United Church of Christ, and the 
meaning of membership.  Should you so choose, new members will be received during worship 
on Sunday, June 21.   RSVP to Eric Jackson or the church office by Tuesday, May 26 so that you 
can be sent the ZOOM link as well as all pertinent materials. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, the mission and ministries of 
Plymouth Church depend on all of us sharing our time, talents and financial means. The 
expenses of the staff and church continue. You can keep your pledge current and make other 
donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay service (check 
with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 
giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 
Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus 
.30 from each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other 
donation alternatives. 

Strengthen the Church Offering: The Strengthen the Church Offering reflects the shared 
commitment of all settings of the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 
Conferences and the national setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends 
through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new 
churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations. This offering embodies 
the wisdom, “together we grow stronger.”    

Plymouth will collect this special offering on Sunday, May 31.   Please send in your checks 
payable to Plymouth Church with STC in the memo line. 

Celebration of Funmi Afelumo:   A moving tribute to Funmi is available through this link:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQjQyoDyPGw 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

   For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of 
mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, 
taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 
website. 

• Opportunities for children, youth and families to connect via Zoom: 
▪ Youth Group - Sundays at 7pm  
▪ Children’s Storytime - Mondays at 11am 
▪ Adult Whine @9 - Thursdays at 9pm 

 Contact Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org for the links to connect. 

mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQjQyoDyPGw
mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
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• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 
Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests 
you’d like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of 
this posting. Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth 
or email. To add a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org  

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our 
extended global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to 
our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission 
to impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts 
with Plymouth Church at the address above.  

 

 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ

 

 

 

 

  

 

Welcoming All, Crowing in Faith, Working for Justice and Peace

 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org



