
*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
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 Service of the Word  
 May 31, 2020 
 Pentecost Sunday 

  10:00 am 
 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE There Is A Spirit Ned Rorem  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN O Spirit of the Living God No. 263 

1. O Spirit of the living God, pure Light and Fire Divine: 
Burn brightly in your church once more, its life and faith refine, 
Fill it with love and joy and power, with righteousness and peace, 
Till Christ shall dwell in human hearts, and sin and sorrow cease. 

 

2. Blow, Wind of God! With wisdom blow, disperse and put to flight 
The mists of error, clouds of doubt which hide you from our sight. 
Burn, Winged Fire! Inspire our lips, renew in us your call 
To preach with zeal your great good news: God's love extends to all. 

 

3. Teach us to utter living words of truth which all may hear, 
The language all can understand when love speaks loud and clear; 
Till every nation, age, and race shall blend their creeds in one, 
And all together use their gifts to see your will is done. 

4. So shall we know the power of Christ, the strength of love to save, 
So shall we rise with Christ to life which soars beyond the grave; 
And earth shall win true holiness, which makes your children whole, 
And draws us on by grace to reach creation's glorious goal! 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Barbara & Craig French and Kaleigha Spinner 

One:  All elders and youth,  
All:   Come and worship! 
One:  All you saints, all you sinners, 
All:  Come and worship! 
One:    Wise counselors, teachers, parents and all in authority, you who think deep 

thoughts, all of you who have simple faith, like a child’s, you who heal the sick  
and do miraculous acts, all preachers of the Gospel, all who can discern differing 
spirits, everyone gifted with tongues, you who are interpreters of tongues, 

All: Come and worship! 
One:  All you whose spirits are red with the power of the Great Spirit, Neeŝaa’nu.* 

(Arikara: pronounced   nee-shah-ah-noo) 
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All:  Come and worship!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  We praise God with one voice, one 
body, one church, one mind, one spirit.  We are shining red with the power of 
our Great Spirit, Neeŝaa’nu!  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)    

God of the heart, God of the blood and fire and smoke, you have invoked our presence 
here this morning with your great gift of the Holy Spirit.  May this service of worship 
and praise be worthy of your challenge to us.  Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE    Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney. 

SCRIPTURE Acts 2:1-12 
  

One: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

 

 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?”  

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

SOLO The Lone, Wild Bird Southern Folktune 
 

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight, 

And I am thine! I rest in thee.  Great Spirit come, and rest in me. 

 

The ends of earth are in thy hand; the sea’s dark deep and far-off land. 

And I am thing! I rest in thee.  Great Spirit come, and rest in me. 
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SERMON Let’s Have Church! 

*HYMN  Every Time I Feel the Spirit No. 282 

Refrain: 

1. Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray 
Yes, every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

 
2. Upon the mountain my God spoke, out of God’s mouth came fire and smoke. 

Looked all around me; looked so fine; I asked my God if all were mine. 

  Refrain 

3. Oh, Jordan river, chilly and cold, it chills the body, not the soul. 
There’s only one train on this track; it runs to heaven, then right back. 

  Refrain 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, 

we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the month we pray the 

following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is 

a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we are receiving a special offering for the ongoing work of the United Church of Christ: The 

Strengthen the Church Offering.  Checks made out to Plymouth and marked Strengthen the Church, will 

help the UCC fulfill its commitments to creating a just world for all by investing in new ministries and 

practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities. Offerings not so marked will go to do all 

that same work and more locally, here at Plymouth. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*CLOSING HYMN Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness No. 286 
 

Refrain: 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free,  
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,  

Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
And over the eons you called to each thing, 
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." 

 Refrain 

 
2. You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,  

And you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
When they were confounded by their idols and lies,  
Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

 Refrain 

 
3. You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,  

Then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
And down in the city you called once again,  
When you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 

 Refrain 

 
4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. 

 

 Refrain 
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CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Fanfare Jacques Lemmens   

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGISTS:  Barbara and Craig French and Kaleigha Spinner 
  SOLOIST:   Michael Chellis 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

 
 
 
 
 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Having trouble connecting to Worship or Friday Love Feast at noon?   

For Friday Love Feast: 
• Just prior to noon click on this link:   http://zoom.us/j/6039333178  or copy address 

into your browser.  If prompted for a password:   13202 
 

For Worship:  Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
• https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

  OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           

 

For ease of access, please note that the posting with the video for our worship service 
appears at 9:55AM. Depending on your web browser and internet capabilities the new 
post may not appear automatically. We suggest that, to ensure you see the service, 
you log out of Facebook and log back in at 9:55, go to the Plymouth PAGE and the 
worship service should be there.   

 

Both opportunities are available via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press 

pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 
 

 
  

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

http://zoom.us/j/6039333178
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Faith Formation Experience:  Every Wednesday starting June 3rd at 5:30pm via ZOOM we 
will offer a Faith Formation experience entitled “Pushing Through the Pandemic.” We will 
explore a Bible text where there was a national disaster and explore how the community 
responded. We promise it will not be all doom and gloom, but nourishing to mind, heart, and 
spirit. We hope that, at the conclusion of the study, you will leave with a renewal of hope, and 
discover seeds to plant a world that’s more just on the other side of this pandemic. Syllabus and 
Session 1 guide were sent via email on 5/27.  Zoom meeting ID is 603 933 3178, password: 
13202. 

Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, and 
prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

Special Foci during worship on June Sundays: 

• June 7 - Communion 
• June 14 - Family Faith Formation Sunday* 
• June 21 - Juneteenth Sunday and choir recognition 
• June 28 - Pride Sunday and new member joining  

* Be sure to have your own Bible and a candle or other light source nearby so you can 
participate, too! 

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis, following 
required health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  Ongoing support and 
donations of hearty soups and canned meats as well as monetary contributions in any amount 
are welcome and appreciated. We are also in need of MEDIUM SIZE BOXES to pack food items 
for individual clients/families. 12-16" square, or comparable dimensions, is a good size. If you 
have any extra boxes that you can donate, please contact Cyndi Signorelli or drop them off at the 
church. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and 
make other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay 
service (check with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 
giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 
Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 
from each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other 
donation alternatives. 

InterFaith Works’ Duck Race to End Racism is taking place virtually this year.   More 
information is available in the June Plymouth Story.  CLICK HERE to purchase Duck Race tickets 
($5 each) to support Interfaith Works’ El-Hindi Center for Dialogue and Christian Formation at 
Plymouth Church in a 50/50 split donation. Tickets will be available through June 20th. There 
will be a live raffle event on June 27th when prizes will be announced. You may also purchase a 
ticket by writing a check to “Plymouth Church” with “Duck Race” written in the memo line no 
later than June 19. 

Local initiatives seeking extra support during COVID-19: 

• CNY Diaper Bank - write checks to CNY Diaper Bank and send to Plymouth; we’ll forward 
them for you! 

• InterFaith Works is collecting items for New American families and seniors who are 
stuck at home.  Contact Church office for more info. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cyndi.bogdensignorelli?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC3uY9YaQj181GzOZJ8HXo0oo_wsRG1BJ7fHetgeipucRK_eey4nwFKegxobUgqH2GJGjavjp93s6YX&dti=109573419061867&hc_location=group
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
https://squareup.com/store/ifwcny-cfd/item/plymouth-congregational-church
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 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

   For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 
• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so we can 
know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 
impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 
Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Opportunities for children, youth and families to connect via Zoom: 
▪ Youth Group - Sundays at 7pm  
▪ Children’s Storytime - Mondays at 11am 
▪ Adult Whine @9 - Thursdays at 9pm 

 Contact Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org for the links to connect. 
• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d like the 
community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 

• Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a 
name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

   

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

