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RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Representation of Chaos Before the Creation Franz Josef Haydn 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You No. 4 

Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the storms of doubt away;  
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

All your works with joy surround you, earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
Stars and angels sing around you, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, teach us what our praise should be.  

You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you; 
Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew. 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of life. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Therese Howington 
 

One: In the name of the Creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
All: In the beginning                                 
One: God created the heavens and the earth. 
All: In the beginning  
One:  There was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  
All: In the beginning 
One:   The Spirit of God swept over the face of the waters. 
All:  In the beginning  
One:  God said, “Let us make humankind in our image.” And so we came into being.  We 

are here as God’s community to worship the Source of our being. 
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*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)     

Holy Mother, you have birthed us into life; Holy Father, you have nurtured us 
along our way; in you we live and move and have our being.  To you we bring our 
offering of praise and thanksgiving.  We open ourselves to your presence in this 
time of worship.  Fill us with resolve and purpose, to be your community and to 
expand our boundaries until all of creation is renewed and all people are 
welcomed and blessed.  This we ask through the risen and ascended Christ who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 1:1-2:4 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let 
the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth 
that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two 
great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 
the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
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And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” 

So God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

SOLO The Animals (from Creation)    Franz Josef Haydn 

 (listen to how the organ introduces each creature) 

SERMON  

*HYMN  I Sing the Mighty Power of God No. 12 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of our God that filled the earth with food; 
God formed the creatures with a word, and then pronounced them good. 
Oh, how your wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye: 
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky! 
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On earth there’s not a plant or flower but makes your glory known, 
The clouds arise, and spread their showers by order from your throne. 
All life is but a gift from you and ever in your care; 
Wherever people gather, you, O God, are present there. 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different 

versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the 

course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly ministry to some 

of the most vulnerable in our community.  To contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth 

Congregational Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the memo line. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

We will model the example of Jesus for our Lord’s Supper by using the elements that are around us. 

Bring your host and cup. We will eat the host and cup respectively at the same time. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
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*CLOSING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise No. 1 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, but ruling in might; 
Your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

Your life is life-giving— to both great and small; 
In all life you’re living, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves and as flowers, 
Then wither and perish— but naught dims your powers. 
So perfect your glory, so brilliant your light,  
Your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we now render as your angels do: 
In awe at the splendor of light hiding you. 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Prelude in G Johann Sebastian Bach 

    

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:  Therese Howington   SOLOIST:   Michael Chellis, bass 
HYMN LEADERS:   Kat Skafidas, soprano; Kyle Seniw, tenor;  

Julia Ross, percussion     
SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Having trouble connecting to Worship or Friday Love Feast at noon?   

For Friday Love Feast: 
• Just prior to noon click on this link:   http://zoom.us/j/6039333178  or copy address 

into your browser.  If prompted for a password:   13202 
 

For Worship:  Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
• https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

For ease of access, please note that the posting with the video for our worship service 
appears at 9:55AM. Depending on your web browser and internet capabilities the new 
post may not appear automatically. We suggest that, to ensure you see the service, you 
log out of Facebook and log back in at 9:55, go to the Plymouth PAGE and the worship 
service should be there.   
 

Both opportunities are available via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press 
pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 #  

For an online and interactive worship experience 

 

Faith Formation Experience:  Every Wednesday in June at 5:30pm via ZOOM we will offer a 
Faith Formation experience entitled “Pushing Through the Pandemic.” We will explore a Bible text 
where there was a national disaster and explore how the community responded. We promise it 
will not be all doom and gloom, but nourishing to mind, heart, and spirit. We hope that, at the 
conclusion of the study, you will leave with a renewal of hope, and discover seeds to plant a world 
that’s more just on the other side of this pandemic. The syllabus and session #2 study guide have 
been sent out via email.  Zoom meeting ID is 603 933 3178, password: 13202. 

Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, 
and prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

Special Foci during worship on June Sundays: 

• June 14 - Family Faith Formation Sunday* 
• June 21 - Juneteenth Sunday and choir recognition 
• June 28 - Pride Sunday and new member joining  

* Be sure to have your own Bible and a candle or other light source nearby so you can 
participate, too! 

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis, following 
required health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  Ongoing support and 
donations of hearty soups and canned meats as well as monetary contributions in any amount are 
welcome and appreciated. We are also in need of MEDIUM SIZE BOXES to pack food items for 
individual clients/families. 12-16" square, or comparable dimensions, is a good size. If you have 
any extra boxes that you can donate, please contact Cyndi Signorelli or drop them off at the 
church. 

http://zoom.us/j/6039333178
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cyndi.bogdensignorelli?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC3uY9YaQj181GzOZJ8HXo0oo_wsRG1BJ7fHetgeipucRK_eey4nwFKegxobUgqH2GJGjavjp93s6YX&dti=109573419061867&hc_location=group
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Farewell, Neerukonda Family:  Lisa, Vamsee, and Kiran Neerukonda will be moving to the 
Boston area in mid-June. Let's give them a big drive-by send-off and shower them with love and 
blessings as they get ready to start this new chapter! 

When: Saturday, June 13, 10:30AM 
Where: 300 Clover Ridge Dr., Syracuse 

We will start at the corner of Ridgewood Dr. and Glen Cove Rd. We will go east on Glen 
Cove Rd. until we come to their house on the corner of Glen Cove Rd. and Clover Ridge Dr. 
Turn right on Clover Ridge Dr. 

What: Bring posters, balloons, banners, anything creative that helps send off the Neerukonda 
family from your car. PLEASE REMAIN INSIDE YOUR VEHICLE TO PRACTICE SAFE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING! 

InterFaith Works’ Duck Race to End Racism is taking place virtually this year.   More 
information is available in the June Plymouth Story.  CLICK HERE to purchase Duck Race tickets ($5 
each) to support Interfaith Works’ El-Hindi Center for Dialogue and Caring Ministries of Plymouth 
in a 50/50 split donation. Tickets will be available through June 20th. There will be a live raffle 
event on June 27th when prizes will be announced. You may also purchase a ticket by writing a 
check to “Plymouth Church” with “Duck Race” written in the memo line no later than June 19. 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of 
mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, 
taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 
website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 
global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing 
list so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission 
to impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts 
with Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Opportunities for children, youth and families to connect via Zoom: 
▪ Youth Group - Sundays at 7pm  
▪ Children’s Storytime - Mondays at 11am 
▪ Adult Whine @9 - Thursdays at 9pm 

 Contact Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org for the links to connect. 
• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 

Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 
like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this 
posting. Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or 
email. To add a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

   

https://squareup.com/store/ifwcny-cfd/item/plymouth-congregational-church
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

