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 Service of the Word  
 June 28, 2020 
 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Pride Sunday and New Member Sunday 
 10:00 am 

 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE When Jesus Christ Was Yet a Child    Pieter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN This is the Day No. 84 

This is the day, this is the day that our God has made, that our God has made; 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that our God has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it; 
This is the day, this is the day that our God has made. 

This is the day, this is the day Jesus rose again, Jesus rose again; 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day Jesus rose again, we will rejoice and be glad in it; 
This is the day, this is the day Jesus rose again. 

This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came, when the Spirit came; 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day when the Spirit came, we will rejoice and be glad in it; 
This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Kim Dill and Barbara Genton 

One:  All you who delight in the Sacred Strange, come and worship the queer Creator, 
who blesses the peculiar and rejoices in the uniqueness of every body and being. 
 All:  Thanks be to God.  

One:  The Holy takes on flesh in every gender and sexual orientation, every race and 
ability, every body size and body type. Each embodied difference is a unique 
glimpse of Holy Wonder. 
 All:  Thanks to be to God. 

 One:  Blessed are those who search for God among the lives of the oppressed, the 
betrayed, the turned-away, and the condemned. Blessed are those who receive 
with joy the gifts of God enfleshed among us. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 
One: The Sacred is with us. Let us worship and be transformed. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION    

God, when you called each of us into being, you delighted in your works. You gifted 
us with differences that illuminate the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and practices of 
love in your creation. In whatever ways we still struggle to accept and celebrate our 
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own unique offerings, free us from narrow thinking that confines, constrains, or 
condemns your good work in us. Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE    Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney. 

SCRIPTURE with liturgical movement Acts 2:1-21 

One: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
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 and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

SOLO Good News! Joseph Downing 

SERMON  

*HYMN  Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us No. 264 

Holy Spirit, come, confirm us in the truth that Christ makes known;  
We have faith and understanding through your helping gifts alone.  

Holy Spirit, come, console us, come as advocate to plead; 
Loving Spirit stand beside us, grant in Christ the help we need.  

Holy Spirit, come, renew us, come yourself to make us live;  
Make us holy through your presence, holy through the gifts you give.  

Holy Spirit, come, fulfill us, you the love of Three in One; 
Bring our lives to full completion through your work in us begun.  

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, 

we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the month we pray the 

following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is 

a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 
 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

       OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 
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*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN In the Midst of New Dimensions No. 391 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 

  Refrain:  

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever,  
 now and evermore. 

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 
Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 

 Refrain 

As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes,  
Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams. 

 Refrain 

We are man and we are woman, all persuasions, old and young,  
Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung. 

 Refrain 

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,  
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 

 Refrain 

POSTLUDE    Praeludium in D Dietrich Buxtehude 

      THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBERS via Zoom

Keon Johnson 
Luis Morales 
Cara Steiner 

Joe Steiner 
Rozlyn Tyler 
Bob Watrous

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the 
family of Christ. 

Many: They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in 
our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members 
of the Christian church.  

One: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and 
all our souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves. God help us. 
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One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has 
brought you to this time and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your 
spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to 
be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and 
evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus 
Christ as best you are able? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the 
Christian faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will 
participate in the life of this church, by worshipping God with us, and 
offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this church and 
for the larger church of which this is a part? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and we 
offer to you the hand of Christian love. 

BENEDICTION (via Zoom) 

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:  Kim Dill and Barbara Genton   SOLOIST:   Jonathan English 
LITURGICAL MOVEMENT:   Kirsten Hubel 

HYMN LEADERS:   Kat Skafidas, soprano; Kyle Seniw, tenor;  
Julia Ross, percussion 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 
website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 
global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list 
so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 
impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 
Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 
Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 
like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 
Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add 
a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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 About Our New Members  
 

Keon Johnson was born and raised in Newark, New Jersey.   He is 47 
years old and has two girls, one boy, two grandsons and one 
granddaughter.   He is getting married to a beautiful lady named 
Rozlyn Johnson on October 3, 2020 at Plymouth Congregational 
Church!  Keon is honored to become a member of this church. 
 

Rozlyn Tyler was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and has been in 
Syracuse since the 1993 snow storm.   She has one daughter, Desiree 
Polk-Johnson.   She loves the Lord and believes in Him whole-
heartedly.  She is getting ready to marry the person God placed in her 
life - Keon Johnson; God sent her a man of faith who is the head of their 
home.  Rozlyn is glad to become a member of Plymouth Congregational 
Church. 
 

Joe and Cara Steiner, who have two sons and four 
grandchildren, were raised in Mennonite families in two 
different communities in Ohio. They met at work, Joe as a 
social worker and Cara as a nurse, in a hospital in Maryland.  
After marriage, they lived for a few years in Columbus, Ohio 
where both were in graduate school. In 1972, Joe was hired 
to teach social work at Syracuse University. They joined the 
United Church of Fayetteville where they were active 
members for 35 years. The Steiners have lived in the east 

side of Syracuse for more than 45 years. Upon retirement from the university, Joe worked rather 
full time for eight years in disaster relief activities in the US and Canada, and has been wood 
crafting for twelve years, participating in a variety of local arts and craft shows. Cara's 
employment career in Syracuse was in a number of public health positions. Since retirement she 
has been active in Women Transcending Boundaries, Oasis classes, tutoring in city schools, and 
other volunteer situations. Spending time with grandchildren who live in North Carolina and 
Colorado, has been an important part of their lives. Cara and Joe have been attending Plymouth 
since 2008 and Cara has been singing in the choir.  Both have had experiences through lnterFaith 
Works in a number of relationships with refugee families, interfaith dialogue dinners, and racial 
dialogue groups. 
 

Luis Morales was born and raised in Coamo, Puerto 
Rico, the youngest of five other brothers and sisters. 
His mother and father (Maria & Santos) built the 
family home in Coamo with the help of neighbors and 
the family lived there until Luis was in his teens. Most 
of his immediate family came to New York in 1971 
searching for a better life and have lived here ever 
since.  He has worked all his adult life here in 
Syracuse and is currently employed at Box Car Press 
which makes high-quality wedding invitations, 
business cards and other greeting cards.  Luis met his 
life partner Bob back in 1978 when both were in 

their early 20's.  They have been sharing the last 42 years of their lives together. As for hobbies, 
Luis is good with making things by hand, whether it be crafts, woodworking, flower arranging, 
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gardening, and home repairs. He enjoys traveling, camping and taking care of their two dogs 
Lindsie and Selena. 
 
Bob Watrous was born in Syracuse and grew up in the Valley area.  He is the youngest in the 
family, having an older brother and sister who kept him in line. He has worked most of his 
life - starting as a newspaper delivery boy, then part-time while in Jr. High and High School 
working in the office at Clary Jr. High and also cleaning and mopping floors at Castle Rest 
Nursing Home where his grandparents were residents. After graduating from high school, 
he worked for MONY for 15 years. In 1994 he was hired to work for the Syracuse City Court 
and has been there for 26 years.  Bob met his life partner Luis in 1978, fell in love, and they 
have been together ever since. The love continues for both of them as they prepare to retire 
and grow elderly together.  Music plays a big part in Bob’s life as does being around friends 
and family and he hopes that retirement will offer more time to spend with them. He loves 
to travel, especially to tropical locations, and to give their two dogs the love and attention 
they enjoy. He also tends to be another set of hands for Luis when he needs help with one of 
his projects! Bob is lost without Luis and Luis is lost without him. They belong together for 
their survival. Both look forward to joining Plymouth and to having religion more prevalent 
in their lives. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Having trouble connecting to Worship?                                                                                                                                                                                              
Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
   OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

For ease of access, please note that the posting with the video for our worship service 
appears at 9:55AM. Depending on your web browser and internet capabilities the new post 
may not appear automatically. We suggest that, to ensure you see the service, you log out of 
Facebook and log back in at 9:55, go to the Plymouth PAGE and the worship service should 
be there.   
 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press 

pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 

 
The Board of Deacons is looking for volunteers to help run video and audio for 
Plymouth's virtual Sunday services. We are looking for individuals who are comfortable and 
able to edit the Sunday service together from supplied video clips and/or run service audio 
through the church's Zoom platform. Those interested in volunteering in this way should reach 
out to Deacon Kailyn Wright. Kailyn's contact information is listed in the Church Directory or, if 
you don't have access to the Church Directory and want to help, you can contact the 
Plymouth Church office at office@plymouthsyr.org or 315-474-4836.  

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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In addition to this call, the Board would like to thank the volunteers who currently maintain our 
online presence: John Hottenstein, Rick Cowles, Maurice Forrester, Kirsten Hubel, Tom Zorn, 
and Josh Wright. Please consider joining the team!  

Let’s Talk Thursdays -- summer 2020: Every Thursday, at 5:30pm beginning on July 2 
Plymouth will hold a Zoom meeting* for members (and friends) who would like to discuss 
issues in line with Chautauqua’s weekly themes. Each week we will offer suggestions about 
programs you might like to watch, and suggest some discussion questions. Check our website or 
sign-up for a weekly email to keep you in the loop. Insights or questions you may have on these 
issues are welcome, whether or not you watch some of the Chautauqua programs.  More 
information is available in the July Plymouth Story.  If you have questions, contact Mary G. Jureller 
– giege39@gmail.com;  call or text:  315-382-8039          

   * ZOOM Meeting ID is 603 933 3178 and password (if required) is 13202 

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis, following 
required health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  Ongoing support and 
donations of hearty soups and toiletry items (i.e.; bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes 
[single], deodorant, etc.) as well as monetary contributions in any amount are welcome and 
appreciated. We are also in need of MEDIUM SIZE BOXES to pack food items for individual 
clients/families. 12-16" square, or comparable dimensions, is a good size. If you have any extra 
boxes that you can donate, please contact Cyndi Signorelli or drop them off at the church. 

 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and 
make other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay 
service (check with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 
giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 
Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 
from each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other 
donation alternatives. 

Eric Jackson continues to be available to you for pastoral care, conversation, connection, 
and prayer throughout the week. His cellular phone number is 315-882-3906. 

 

The Church Office will be CLOSED Friday, July 3 for the  
Independence Day holiday. 

 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
 232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836  

For an online and interactive worship experience 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 
God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

mailto:giege39@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cyndi.bogdensignorelli?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC3uY9YaQj181GzOZJ8HXo0oo_wsRG1BJ7fHetgeipucRK_eey4nwFKegxobUgqH2GJGjavjp93s6YX&dti=109573419061867&hc_location=group
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org

