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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 Service of the Word  
 July 26, 2020 
 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  10:00 am 

 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE I Come to the Garden Alone (instrumental) 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN Come, O Fount of Every Blessing No. 459 

Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount; I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 

Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come, 
Come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 
Came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 
Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  The Looney Family 

One:  We come to celebrate God’s blessings to us. 
All: Surely God is in this place! 
One: We come to open ourselves to God’s guidance and love. 
All: Surely God is in this place! 
One: We come to see more clearly God’s presence in our lives. 
All: Surely God is in this place! 
One: We come to see God in this community of seekers. 
All: Surely God is in this place! 
One: We come to pray, praise, and offer ourselves to God. 
All: Surely God is in this place! Let us worship! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION    
 

Let this day, O Lord, which you have made and given to us, be a day of gladness 
and joy.  We bless and honor you in this house dedicated to your glory, to 
worship and to praise your name.   Today we praise you for the privilege of 
prayer.   And as we pray and as your Word is preached - send forth your Word so 
that we may hear your will.   Send forth your light so that we may see your way.   
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Send forth your Spirit so that we may be empowered to follow.  May we, in 
response to your invitation to pray, ask, search, knock, receive, and find.   
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Romans 8:26-39 

One: Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

  “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
     we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

SOLO You Say Lauren Daigle 

SERMON  
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*HYMN  I Come to the Garden Alone No. 237 

I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses; 
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses. 

Refrain 

And he walks with me and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known. 

Refrain 

He speaks, and the sound of his voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 
And the melody that he gave to me within my heart is ringing. 

Refrain 

I’d stay in the garden with him, though the night around me be falling. 
But he bids me go; through the voice of woe his voice to me is calling. 

Refrain 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, 

we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the month we pray the 

following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is 

a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

  



 

4 

*DOXOLOGY   Old Hundredth 

    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God, all creatures here below! 
    Praise God for all that love has done! 
    Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN O Love That Will Not Let Me Go No. 485 

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in you; 
I give you back the life I owe, that in your oceans depths its flow 
May swell with ardor true. 

O Light that follows all my way, to you I yield my flickering flame; 
Renew my spirit’s feeble ray, that from your brilliant sunlit day 

It may new brightness claim. 
O Joy that seeks me through pain, to you I cannot close my heart; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and know the promise is not vain 
That your will ne’er depart. 

O Cross that raises up my head, from you I dare not seek to flee; 
Life’s glories wither and are dead, but from the ground there blossoms red, 
Life that shall endless be.  

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Big Country (instrumental) Bela Fleck 

    

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGISTS:  Scott, Kim and Miles Looney    
MUSICIANS:   Andrew VanNorstrand, vocals, 12-string guitar, banjo 

Sarah Wright, vocals 
SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

 
• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 

website. 
• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 

global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list 
so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 
impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 
Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 
Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 
like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 
Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add 
a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
   OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press 

pound to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 

 
The Board of Deacons is looking for volunteers to help run video and audio for 
Plymouth's virtual Sunday services. We are looking for individuals who are comfortable and 
able to edit the Sunday service together from supplied video clips and/or run service audio 
through the church's Zoom platform. Those interested in volunteering in this way should reach 
out to Deacon Kailyn Wright. Kailyn's contact information is listed in the Church Directory or, if 
you don't have access to the Church Directory and want to help, you can contact the 
Plymouth Church office at office@plymouthsyr.org or 315-474-4836.  

In addition 
to this call, the 
Board would 
like to thank the 

volunteers who currently maintain our online presence: John Hottenstein, Rick Cowles, Maurice 
Forrester, Kirsten Hubel, Tom Zorn, and Josh Wright. Please consider joining the team!  

PASTOR ERIC WOULD LOVE TO CONNECT with you. Here are some ways we can connect as 
we persevere through the pandemic: ZOOM and Telephone Visits are always welcome. I’d also 
love to connect with you this summer and fall in-person with masks and physical distancing 
with Lawn/Porch/Driveway/In Front of Your Apartment Building Visits, walks, or conversation 
in a park of your choice on the bench or with lawn chairs.  

Let’s Talk Thursdays -- summer 2020: Every Thursday through August 27 at 5:30pm 
Plymouth is holding a Zoom meeting* for members (and friends) who would like to discuss 
issues in line with Chautauqua’s weekly themes. Each week we will offer suggestions about 
programs you might like to watch, and suggest some discussion questions. A weekly email will 
keep you in the loop (contact the office if you do not currently receive emails from Plymouth.) 
Insights or questions you may have on these issues are welcome, whether or not you watch 
some of the Chautauqua programs.  More information is available in the July Plymouth Story.  If 
you have questions, contact Mary G. Jureller – giege39@gmail.com;  call or text:  315-382-8039          

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:giege39@gmail.com
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    * Zoom Meeting ID is 858 7747 6660; Password (if required) is 13202 

Email scams:  A number of us have received emails that appear to come from Rev. Eric Jackson 
(if you look closely, the email is not actually his!)  In one instance, a reply resulted in the request 
to purchase gift cards.   This is a common scam happening in many churches.   If you receive a 
message from a pastor asking you to purchase a gift card, do NOT respond or act as churches 
would never solicit for gift cards via email. 

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis following 
required health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  The pantry is in need of 
toiletry items (i.e.; bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes [single], deodorant, etc.) You 
can drop your donations off at the church Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and 

make other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay 

service (check with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 

Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 

from each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other 

donation alternatives. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. July 27  Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm, bell tower door 
• Thurs. July 30  Let’s Talk Thursdays, 5:30pm via Zoom 
• Sun. August 2  Worship with Communion, 10am via Facebook  
   … followed by Community Time via Zoom 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

   For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of 
mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, 
taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org

