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RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Pavane Gabriel Fauré  

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God No. 439 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing, 
Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe 
With craft and power great, and armed with cruel hate 
On earth without an equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
But there is one who takes our side, the One of God’s own choosing. 
You ask who that may be?  Christ Jesus sets us free! 
With mighty power to save, victorious o’er the grave, 
Christ will prevail triumphant. 

And though this world with devils filled should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear for God has willed the truth to triumph through us. 
The powers of evil grim, we tremble not for them; 
Their rage we can endure, for lo, their doom is sure: 
One little word shall fell them. 

That word beyond all earthly powers forever is abiding; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, for Christ is with us siding. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill; God's truth shall triumph still; 
God’s reign endures forever. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Shiu-Kai Chin  

Come; worship the Holy One who meets you where you are. 
Come; open yourselves to the God who lifts us up. 
We are here to worship; we are here to surrender to God. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

We welcome you, O God, to this hour of worship.   We need the light of your 
presence.  Reveal yourself to us so that we may better see you and love you.   
Strengthen our wills so that we choose the good over the evil.   Show us the glory 
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and the power of the blessed gospel, made known to us though your Son, Jesus 
Christ.   Teach us to live in love as Christ has loved us.   Amen. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

 Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney. 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 14:22-33 Linda Milosky 

One: Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 
wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them 
on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 

 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and 
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

SOLO Suite #3: Allemand J. S. Bach 

SERMON  

*HYMN  I Want Jesus to Go with Me No. 490 

I want Jesus to go with me; I want Jesus to go with me; 
All along my pilgrim journey, O I want Jesus to go with me. 

In my trials, O comfort me; in my trials, O comfort me; 
When my heart is almost breaking, O I want Jesus to comfort me. 

When I’m in trouble, O stay with me; when I’m in trouble, O stay with me; 
When my head is bowed in sorrow, O I want Jesus to stay with me. 
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 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the 

different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different 

versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Out of the Depths I Call No. 483 

Out of the depths I call, to God I send my cry: 
Oh, hear my supplicating voice and graciously reply. 

For you my soul still waits with patience undeterred; 
My hopes are on your promise built, your never-failing word. 

My fainting spirit longs for your enlivening ray, 
More eager than the morning watch to greet the dawning day. 

Let Israel trust in God, whose mercy boundless grows, 
The plenteous source and spring from whom redemption ever flows. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Suite #3: Gigue J. S. Bach   
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  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGISTS:   Shiu-Kai Chin and Linda Milosky    
SCRIPTURE ARTISTS:  Abigail and Emily Otte, Jaya Rogala, Amelia Wright 

MUSICIAN:   Julia Ross, marimba 
SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

 

 

 

 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s 
website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 
global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list 
so we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 
impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 
Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 
Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 
like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 
Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add 
a name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              
Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 
 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 
   OR 
     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 
      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 
• Dial 1-646-876-9923  
• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 
• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound 

to continue." Press # 
• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 
The Board of Deacons is looking for volunteers to help run video and audio for 

Plymouth's virtual Sunday services. We are looking for individuals who are comfortable and 

able to edit the Sunday service together from supplied video clips and/or run service audio 

through the church's Zoom platform. Those interested in volunteering in this way should reach 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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out to Deacon Kailyn Wright. Kailyn's contact information is listed in the Church Directory or, if 

you don't have access to the Church Directory and want to help, you can contact the 

Plymouth Church office at office@plymouthsyr.org or 315-474-4836.  

In addition to this call, the Board would like to thank the volunteers who currently maintain our 
online presence: John Hottenstein, Rick Cowles, Maurice Forrester, Kirsten Hubel, Tom Zorn, 
and Josh Wright. Please consider joining the team!  

PASTOR ERIC WOULD LOVE TO CONNECT with you. Here are some ways we can connect as 
we persevere through the pandemic: ZOOM and Telephone Visits are always welcome. I’d also 
love to connect with you this summer and fall in-person with masks and physical distancing 
with Lawn/Porch/Driveway/In Front of Your Apartment Building Visits, walks, or conversation 
in a park of your choice on the bench or with lawn chairs. Email me at 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org or call 315-882-3906.  

We will take a break from Let’s Talk Thursday conversations during August. However, 
members of Plymouth are encouraged to take advantage of the free programs at Chautauqua 
through the end of the month.  Information about the weekly programs and how to participate 
can be found in the August Plymouth Story, or those with questions, may contact Mary Jureller: 
call or text:  315-382-8039;  email: giege392gmail.com. 

Save the Date:   Plans are underway for an in-person worship experience at 5:30pm on 
Wednesday, August 19 in Upper Onondaga Park.   There will be limited attendance, and masks, 
physical distancing, and registration (along with a brief health questionnaire) will be required.  
More details will be released in the coming days. 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club discusses Jay-Z – Made in America by Michael Eric Dyson on 

Monday, August 24 at 7 PM via Zoom.   Our own Eric Jackson will be facilitating the 

conversation, along with Dr. Ednita Wright from OCC and Peter Sarver, ACTS Coordinator for 

Transformational Reading Groups.  To register for the August 24 session, email 

petersarveracts@gmail.com.   

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis following 
required health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  The pantry is in need of 
toiletry items (i.e.; bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes [single], deodorant, etc.) You 
can drop your donations off at the church Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and 
make other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay 
service (check with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 
giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 
Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 
from each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other 
donation alternatives. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. August 10 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm, bell tower door 
• Tues. August 11 Board of Trustees Meeting, 5:30pm via Zoom 
• Sun. August 16 Joint Worship Service with First Congregational Church of Concord, NH -  

  10am via Facebook… followed by Community Time on Zoom 

  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
http://giege392gmail.com/
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
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 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

 For an online and interactive worship experience 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, 
and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 
God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

Welcoming All, Growing in Faith, Working for Justice and Peace 


