
*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of Word and Sacrament 

 August 16, 2020 

 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 Joint service with First Congregational Church,  

 Concord, New Hampshire 

 10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God No. 419 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices, 

Who, from our parents’ arms, has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 

And keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

And free us through all ills in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God our Maker now be given, 

To Christ, and Spirit, too, our help in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Maurine McTyre-Watts and Jim Watts 

We have gathered to worship the Maker of Our Days, the Restorer of Our Souls and the Breath 

of Our Lives. 

 

God is here 

like a cool breeze at the shore of a lake, at the top of a mountain, through a  

crowded city street 

God meets us here now 

and makes us one even though we are physically apart 

Let us worship God! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Pastor Emilia Halstead 
 

With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name—who acknowledge You as Lord, 

and look to You in faith.  No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love.  And so we 

come to offer You our worship—to declare that You are our God, and that we are Your people, 

called and chosen by You from the very beginning.  Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit 

open our eyes to see You here; open our minds to receive Your truth, and our mouths to speak 

and sing Your praise.  For You alone are God—worthy of all praise and worship, now and to 

the end of time.  Amen. 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES Kim Looney  

SCRIPTURE with liturgical movement Matthew 15:21-28 Pastor Eric Jackson 

One: Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her 

at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It 

is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, 

yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 

her daughter was healed instantly. 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

MODERN READING       "Author's Note" Richard Blanco 

  From “How to Love a Country”  

 We are a populace of individual "I's" who have consented to come together 

 as a "we."  The challenge has been to continually question who is (or 

 isn't) included in that "we" and how to redefine and reimagine it. 

 Overall, we've managed to move toward a more inclusive understanding of 

 ourselves and acceptance of each other.  Historically, though, we have 

 wavered and are currently at a crossroads: Are we going to advance toward a 

 broader definition of "we" or will we retreat to a narrower one?  That is 

 essentially the question--with all its hopes and fears. 

SOLO Carry On Wayward Son Kerry Livgren 

Pastor Emilia Halstead 

SERMON  Pastor Emilia Halstead and Pastor Eric Jackson 

*HYMN  God of Abraham and Sarah No. 20 

God of Abraham and Sarah, God of Moses, Miriam’s Guide; 

God of David and the prophets, God in Jesus glorified: 

Up from the dust you raise a people, breathe in the breath of life, of soul; 

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias make them whole! 
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God who dances in creation, spinning stars above our heads; 

God whose face is scribed in music, by whose hand the earth is fed: 

Up from the ground you raise the mountains, raise our spirits, lift our eyes; 

Down through the years your people praise you till alleluias flood the skies! 

God who loves the poor in spirit, God who comforts those who mourn; 

Balm for wounds, the friend of sinners, taking the side of earth’s forlorn: 

Up from the depths you raise your people, giving them courage for the day; 

Down through the years the people praise you till alleluias light their way! 

In our lives from birth to dying, depth of sorrow, height of joy; 

Praising God in every season, let every key our hearts employ. 

Praise is the healing, praise, the glory, praise is the final mystery; 

Down through the years let people praise you till alleluias set them free! 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the 

different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different 

versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

HYMN OF BAPTISM Child of Blessing, Child of Promise No. 325 

(verse 1) 

 Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

 With this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Logan Ely 

Child of Patrick and Patty Ely 

Godparents are Melissa Radcliffe and Kelly Procopio 
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LITANY OF BAPTISM 

One: Members and friends in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the gift of grace in the 

sacrament of baptism.   
 

 There is one body and one Spirit.  There is one hope in God’s call to us.   
 

 The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of 

God.  Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our 

children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into 

the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s 

forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and 

discipleship.  
 

 This is the water of baptism.  Out of this water we rise with new life, forgiven of sin 

and one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.   

         Baptismal questions to the parents:  

One:        Do you promise to live by the good will and love of God so that your son may grow 

in the love and nurture of God?  Do you promise to grow with him in the Christian 

faith through regular prayer, study of Holy Scripture, and participation in Christian 

fellowship?   

Parents:  We do.   

 

Congregational Response 

One:        Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of 

grace in baptism.  Do you who witness and celebrate this sacrament promise your 

love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as he lives and grows in 

Christ?   

People:  We do.   

THE ACT OF BAPTISM 

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED 

*CLOSING HYMN I Come to the Garden Alone No. 237 
 

I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses; 

And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses. 

Refrain 

And he walks with me and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known 

 Refrain 

He speaks, and the sound of his voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

And the melody that he gave to me within my heart is ringing. 

 Refrain 

I’d stay in the garden with him, though the night around me be falling. 

But he bids me go; through the voice of woe his voice to me is calling. 

 Refrain 
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*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Over My Head African-American Spiritual 

    

Plymouth’s Rev. Eric Jackson and First Congregational Church, Concord, New Hampshire’s Rev. 

Emilia Halstead “share the pulpit” this morning for this joint service of two UCC congregations. 

The Jazz Sanctuary musicians of First Church are: 

Tim Wildman - Piano, Trumpet 

Jock Irvine - Bass, Video producer 

Ed Razka - Drums 

B.J. Steinberg - Guitar 

Jim Wildman - Trombone 

Chuck Booth - Percussion 

Rev. Reneé Rouse - Vocalist 

Rev. Emilia Halstead - Vocalist 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGISTS:   Maurine McTyre-Watts and Jim Watts 

     LITURGICAL MOVEMENT:  Kirsten Hubel 

MUSICIANS:  Kyle Jones, trumpet; Julia Ross, timpani,  

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright and Tom Zorn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 

 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

   OR 

     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 

      www.plymouthsyr.org           

 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 

• Dial 1-646-876-9923  

• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 

• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound to 

continue." Press # 

• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 

  

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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The Board of Deacons is looking for volunteers to help run video and audio for Plymouth's 

virtual Sunday services. We are looking for individuals who are comfortable and able to edit the 

Sunday service together from supplied video clips and/or run service audio through the church's Zoom 

platform. Those interested in volunteering in this way should reach out to Deacon Kailyn Wright. 

Kailyn's contact information is listed in the Church Directory or, if you don't have access to the 

Church Directory and want to help, you can contact the Plymouth Church office 

at office@plymouthsyr.org or 315-474-4836.  

In addition to this call, the Board would like to thank the volunteers who currently maintain our online 

presence: John Hottenstein, Rick Cowles, Maurice Forrester, Kirsten Hubel, Tom Zorn, and Josh 

Wright. Please consider joining the team!  

PASTOR ERIC WOULD LOVE TO CONNECT with you. Here are some ways we can connect as 

we persevere through the pandemic: ZOOM and Telephone Visits are always welcome. I’d also love 

to connect with you this summer and fall in-person with masks and physical distancing with 

Lawn/Porch/Driveway/In Front of Your Apartment Building Visits, walks, or conversation in a park 

of your choice on the bench or with lawn chairs. Email me at ejackson@plymouthsyr.org or call 315-

882-3906. 

TUESDAY is the deadline for registering for Wednesday’s outdoor worship service.  If you did not 

receive info and registration form via email, contact the church office.  

School supplies needed:  Ed Smith PreK-8 School is grateful for Plymouth's continued 

contributions of school supplies. This year Ed Smith PTO is requesting donations to the Teacher 

Request Fund to reduce the need for people to shop and arrange for supply drop-off. This fund is used 

for classroom supplies, especially those items that cannot be shared. 

If you would like to donate, checks written to Ed Smith PTO can be mailed to Rebecca Mannion, 230 

Westminster Ave, Syracuse NY 13210 or Venmo@EdSmith-PTO. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and make 

other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay service (check 

with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 

Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 from 

each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other donation 

alternatives. 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club discusses Jay-Z – Made in America by Michael Eric Dyson on 

Monday, August 24 at 7 PM via Zoom.   Our own Eric Jackson will be facilitating the conversation, 

along with Dr. Ednita Wright from OCC and Peter Sarver, ACTS Coordinator for Transformational 

Reading Groups.  To register for the August 24 session, email petersarveracts@gmail.com.   

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. August 17  Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm, bell tower door 

   DEADLINE for September Plymouth Story 

• Tues. August 18  Church Council, 5:30pm via Zoom 

   Board of Trustees, 7:00pm via Zoom 

   Board of Christian Formation, 7:00pm via Zoom 

• Wed. August 19  Outdoor worship, 5:30pm – Onondaga Lake Park 

      Registration required 

• Sun. August 23  Worship, 10am via Facebook 

      … followed by Community Time on Zoom 

 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:petersarveracts@gmail.com
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 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 
   For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, and a 

Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so we can 

know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 

impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 

Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d like the 

community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. Private 

prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a name to 

our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

   

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

