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RINGING OF THE BELL  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Elias Mannion 

PRELUDE Pie Jesu Andrew Lloyd Webber 

 Carole Brzozowski and Tara Sandlin, sopranos  

 WORDS OF WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Eric Jackson 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Jonathan Preston  

This week has been filled with joys and sorrows. 

We have come here this day with burdens on our hearts. 

God, who hears your cries, will offer you healing love. 

Thanks be to God for such generous compassion. 

Open your hearts to God’s infinite mercy. 

We open our spirits to receive God’s love for us. AMEN. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

Loving God, we come this day to worship with so many things on our hearts and minds. 

We are drawn away by problems and cares. Heal our spirits. Open our hearts. Help us be 

your disciples. AMEN. 
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*OPENING HYMN What Wondrous Love is This No. 223 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this! that Christ should come in bliss 

To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the heavy cross for my soul! 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing;  

To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;  

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;  

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.  

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,  

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  

And through eternity I’ll sing on! 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 21:23-32  

One: When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 

him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 

to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 

are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 

 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 

mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 

‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 

said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you 

in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 

minds and believe him. 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

SOLO I’d Rather Have Jesus George Beverly Shea 

 Michael Chellis, bass 

SERMON   
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*HYMN  Blessed Be the Tie That Binds No. 393 

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

The sharing of a common life is like to that above. 

Before our God we come and pour our ardent prayers;  

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

We share each other's woes, each other’s burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows a sympathizing tear. 

When we are called to part it gives us inward pain, 

But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.  

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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*CLOSING HYMN There is a Name I Love to Hear No. 52 

There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 

It sounds like music to my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 

Refrain: 

O, how I love Jesus, O, how I love Jesus, 

O, how I love Jesus, whose love has first found me! 

It tells my Savior's love for all; Christ died to set us free; 

Whatever problems may befall, we’ll live in dignity. 

Refrain 

It bids me serve amid the wrath God’s people face each day, 

And sheds along life’s troubling path bright sunshine on my way. 

Refrain 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou Marcel Dupré 

   

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:    Jonathan Preston    ACOLYTE:   Elias Mannion 

SOUND AND VIDEO RECORDING:  Josh Wright  

VIDEO PRODUCTION:  Ben Cooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 

  

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 

 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

   OR 

     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 

      www.plymouthsyr.org           

 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 

• Dial 1-646-876-9923  

• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 

• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound to 

continue." Press # 

• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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TODAY following worship everyone is invited to join in conversation about Plymouth's emerging 

racial justice group initiatives during the Community Time Zoom. 

TODAY IS THE DEADLINE TO nominate your favorite hymns so the winners can be tallied and 

incorporated into worship for Hymn Sing Sunday on October 18.   Email your top five favorites to 

office@plymouthsyr.org. 

This Wednesday, September 30 at 5:30pm is our second opportunity to worship together in-person 

outdoors at Upper Onondaga Park. Registration is required by Tuesday, September 29 by using form 

included in September 21 church email or by calling the church office. 

PASTOR ERIC WOULD LOVE TO CONNECT with you. Here are some ways we can connect as 

we persevere through the pandemic: ZOOM and Telephone Visits are always welcome. I’d also love 

to connect with you this fall in-person with masks and physical distancing with 

Lawn/Porch/Driveway/In Front of Your Apartment Building Visits, walks, or conversation in a park 

of your choice on the bench or with lawn chairs. Email me at ejackson@plymouthsyr.org or call 315-

882-3906. 

The Plymouth Food Pantry continues to serve clients on a week-by-week basis following required 

health precautions and directives from the Food Bank of CNY.  The pantry is in need of toiletry items 

(i.e.; bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes [single], deodorant, etc.) You can drop your 

donations off at the church Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm. 

School supplies needed:  Ed Smith PreK-8 School is grateful for Plymouth's continued 

contributions of school supplies. This year Ed Smith PTO is requesting donations to the Teacher 

Request Fund to reduce the need for people to shop and arrange for supply drop-off. This fund is used 

for classroom supplies, especially those items that cannot be shared. 

If you would like to donate, checks written to Ed Smith PTO can be mailed to Rebecca Mannion, 230 

Westminster Ave, Syracuse NY 13210 or Venmo@EdSmith-PTO. 

Plymouth giving:  During this period of online worship, you can keep your pledge current and make 

other donations by 1) mailing checks to the church office; 2) setting up bank bill-pay service (check 

with your bank on how to do this); 3) using PayPal, directing your donations to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org and indicating the purpose (e.g. pledge, Good Samaritan Fund, Food 

Pantry).  Please note that, while PayPal is convenient, the service charges a fee of 2.2% plus .30 from 

each donation.  You can help the church avoid this expense by using one of the other donation 

alternatives. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. September 28 Food Pantry, 2pm-4pm – Bell Tower door 
• Tues. September 29 Church Council special meeting, 5:30pm via Zoom 
• Wed. September 30 Worship in the Park, 5:30pm 
   “Take Control Wednesdays” (for children in 1st-5th  

   grade), 6:30pm via Zoom 

• Sun. October 4  Compassion Camp (for children & youth), 9am via Zoom 

   Worship and Communion, 10am via Facebook 

                          … followed by Community Time on Zoom   

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
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 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

  
 For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive Christians, and a 

Sanctuary Congregation. 
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so we can 

know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 

impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 

Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d like the 

community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. Private 

prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a name to 

our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

   

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

