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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 Service of the Word  

 October 25, 2020 

 Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

 10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Alice Dunne 

PRELUDE As I Have Loved You, Love One Another Luacine Clark Fox 

 Christine Richardson  

 WORDS OF WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Eric Jackson 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Tom and Esther Zorn  

What does the Lord require of you? 

To do justice, and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with our God. 

What does God command of us? 

To love God with all our heart,  

and all our soul,  

and all our mind,  

and all our strength,  

and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

God does not call us to ease or to comfort. 

But to presence, and abundance,  

and grace in our struggle. 

Let us worship the God who believes in us,  

and trusts in us, and abides with us. 

Let us worship the God who will ask much of us,  

but will be beside us every step of the way.  
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*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

Lord, give us the eyes of Jesus to see our neighbors and the strangers we meet. Teach us what 

it means to love the stranger as we love ourselves.  Forgive us for our selfishness, for our 

silence, for not caring enough for the strangers who come to our communities. Teach us to love 

and care for the stranger the way you do. Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN I Woke Up This Morning No. 85 

1. I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 

2. Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 22:34-46  

One: When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 

greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What 

do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 

He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

  ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

    until I put your enemies under your feet” 

 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an 

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

SOLO Love Ye The Lord George Frideric Handel 

 Sarah Gross 

SERMON  Jennifer Hamlin-Navias 

  

  

 

  

“Who is your neighbor and what does love have to do 

with it anyway?” 
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*HYMN  More Love to You, O Christ No. 456 

1. More love to you, O Christ, more love to you! 

Hear now the prayer I make faith to renew. 

 Refrain: 

 In all I say and do, more love, O Christ, 

          to you, 

 More love to you, more love to you!  

2. Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 

Now you alone I seek, give what is best: 

 Refrain 

3. Then shall my latest breath whisper your praise; 

This be the parting cry my heart shall raise: 

 Refrain 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 
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  OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive the Neighbors in Need offering. This is a special mission offering of the 

United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 

United States. 

STEWARDSHIP WITNESS  Jim Tschudy 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Heavenly Father (Mother), 

I am eternally grateful for you sending us Jesus Christ as an example of Great Love both 

on your part and on his. I know I can’t live up to your expectations, and I am certain that 

I fail more often than succeed in following Jesus’ many examples. But one thing I can 

continue to do is show my love for Plymouth Church. Jesus shared his talents with us and 

so can I. I can donate my time and resources to the community of Plymouth, which 

combined with others’ commitments and talents will make the work that Plymouth does in 

our community be more like Jesus’ love for us. With these thoughts and prayers, let it be 

so. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart No. 290 

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses 

move; 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are, 

And make me love you as I ought to love. 

2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 

No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

No angel visitant, no opening skies; 

But take the dimness of my soul away. 

3. Have you not bid us love you every way? 

All, all your own: soul, heart, and strength, and 

mind; 

I see your cross-- there teach my heart to stay: 

O let me seek you, and O let me find. 

4. Teach me to feel that you are always nigh; 

Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

5. Teach me to love you as your angels love, 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The baptism of the heaven-descended dove, 

My heart an altar, and your love the flame. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    Ciacona in C Dietrich Buxtehude 

    

Permission to reprint the lyrics in this bulletin obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-713031. All rights reserved. 

    

We welcome Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias to the pulpit today.   She is a long-time 

member of Plymouth and serves as the minister at First Unitarian Universalist 

Society of Syracuse 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  

LITURGISTS:    Tom and Esther Zorn    ACOLYTE:   Alice Dunne 

VIRTUAL DEACON ON DUTY & VIRTUAL COMMUNITY TIME HOST:  Therese Howington 

WORSHIP ZOOM COORDINATOR:   Tom Zorn 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know   
 

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 

 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

  OR 

     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 

      www.plymouthsyr.org           

 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 

• Dial 1-646-876-9923  

• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 

• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound to 

continue." Press # 

• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 

 

Daily Savings Time Ends NEXT weekend! Don’t forget to set your clocks BACK one hour before going to 

bed next Saturday evening.    

All Saints Day Remembrance Pumpkins, is THIS Wednesday, October 28th at 4:30PM, Upper Onondaga 

Park:  All Saints Day is coming up on Sunday, November 1st. As we prepare for this day of honoring the 

saints, you and your family are invited to remember the saints in your lives, living and passed, in a tangible 

way. During this time when we are separated from those we love for so many reasons, it is especially important 

to take this time for ourselves and our families. 

Plymouth members and friends of all ages are invited to register and participate in this in-person, 

intergenerational activity that involves pumpkins, wooden mallets, golf tees, candles, and a time for 

remembering. It is preferable that you bring your own pumpkin, but we will provide one if you are unable. All 

other supplies will be provided. 

Immediately following our activity, you are invited to participate in outdoor worship at the same location.  

Registration is required to participate, as there are a limited number of slots available. The registration deadline 

is Tuesday, October 27. 

THIS Wednesday, October 28 at 5:30pm will be our third and final Plymouth in the Park, an opportunity to 

worship together in-person outdoors at Upper Onondaga Park. Registration is required by Tuesday, October 27; 

contact the Church Office if you did not receive registration link via email. 

Honoring of the saints NEXT Sunday, All Saints Day:  During worship next week we will recognize those in 

the Plymouth community who died this past year.   You are all are invited to have with you a picture or 

remembrance of a loved one you have lost at any time in the past.  We will share stories of these “saints” during 

Community Time on Zoom following worship. 

Shoeboxes needed:  The Christian Formation Board is collecting 30 shoeboxes to provide families with young 

children and youth with "Advent in a Box" this Advent season. If you have clean shoeboxes in good condition, 

please drop them off at the church office before November 6th. Thank you! 

 Laity Empowerment is still seeking to fill the following positions. If you are interested, please contact 

Barbara French at bfrench80@icloud.com or 315-476-1834. 

• Asst. Treasurer (1): Some bookkeeping experience a plus but would love to hear from anyone who is 

interested in developing this skill and growing into the position of Treasurer in the future.  

• Christian Formation (2) 

• Endowment (1) 

• Trustees (1): The opening is for someone to finish the last year of a term. The person would be eligible 

to serve 2 more 3-year terms, but the initial commitment is for 1 year only. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:bfrench80@icloud.com
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• Mon. October 26 Food Pantry, 2pm-4pm – Bell Tower door 

• Tues. October 27 Deadline to register for All Saints Remembrance  

   Pumpkins and Plymouth in the Park worship 

• Wed. October 28 All Saints Remembrance Pumpkins, 4:30pm  
   Plymouth in the Park Worship, 5:30pm 

• Sun. November 1 Compassion Camp (for children & youth), 9am via Zoom 

Worship and Communion, 10am via Facebook …  

followed by Community Time on Zoom  

   Racial Justice Working Group, 1:00pm via Zoom  
 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

 For an online and interactive worship experience 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive 

Christians, and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

Resources for Worship:   

• Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so we can know 

how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with Plymouth Church 

at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d like the community 

to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. Private prayer requests can be 

sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a name to our Prayer List contact 

office@plymouthsyr.org.  
 

   
Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

