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RINGING OF THE BELL  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Elias Mannion  

PRELUDE How Brightly Shines the Morning Star Gael Liardon                                               

 WORDS OF WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Eric Jackson 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      

There are angels hov’ring round.   (sung 3 times) 

To carry the tidings home.  (sung 3 times) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Alice and Norman Hatt 

We come to prepare the way; 

The way for Christ – 

the hope of Christ, the peace of Christ – 

to enter our world, 

to enter our hearts. 

We cry out together in the wilderness: 

The kingdom of heaven has come near. 

We come to be part of the light– 

the light that shines in the darkness. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that 

prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the 

kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old  No. 108 

Isaiah the prophet has written of old 

How God's new creation shall come. 

Instead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow; 

The wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the lamb, 

The wolf shall lie down with the lamb. 

The mountains and hills shall break forth into song,  

The peoples be led forth in peace; 

The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God 

As the waters cover the sea, the sea, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

Yet nations still prey on the meek of the world,  

And conflict turns parent from child. 

Your people despoil all the sweetness of earth; 

The brier and the thorn tree grow wild, grow wild, 

The brier and the thorn tree grow wild. 

God, bring to fruition your will for the earth,  

That no one shall hurt or destroy,  

That wisdom and justice shall reign in the land 

And your people shall go forth in joy, in joy, 

Your people shall go forth in joy. 

   THE GIFT OF PEACE       

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE  Mary and Rich Cappelli  

   THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Luke 6:46-49 

One: “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? I will show you what 

someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. That one is like a 

man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood 

arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it had been well 

built. But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the 

ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, and 

great was the ruin of that house.” 

 The word of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

ANTHEM How Firm a Foundation Early USA melody 

Carole Brzozowski, Kyle Jones, Julia Ross 

SERMON   
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*HYMN  O God of Love, O God of Peace No. 571 

O God of love, O God of peace, make wars throughout the world to cease; 

The wrath of human wrong restrain: Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Remember, God, your works of old, the wonders that our people told; 

Heal every malice, harm, and pain: Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Whom shall we trust, O God, but you? For you are constant, strong, and true. 

None ever called on you in vain: Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

  THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray the 

prayer with “sins” through the end of 2020. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise God, all creatures here below! 

  Praise God for all that love has done! 

  Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

   OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly ministry to some 

of the most vulnerable in our community.  To contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth 

Congregational Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the memo line. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

   THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Bring your host and cup. We will eat the host and drink the cup respectively at the same time. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
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Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

*CLOSING HYMN We Shall Overcome No. 570 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome some day; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome some day. 

We'll go hand in hand, we'll go hand in hand, we'll go hand in hand some day; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we'll go hand in hand some day. 

We are not afraid, we are not afraid, we are not afraid today; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we are not afraid today. 

Our God will see us through, our God will see us through, 

  our God will see us through some day; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, our God will see us through some day. 

The truth shall make us free, the truth shall make us free,  

  the truth shall make us free some day; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, the truth shall make us free some day. 

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace, we shall live in peace some day; 

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall live in peace some day. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    How Brightly Shines the Morning Star Carl Kuntze 

      

   Permission to reprint the lyrics in this bulletin obtained from  

  ONE LICENSE with license #A-713031. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so we can 

know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 

impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 

Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d like the 

community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. Private prayer 

requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a name to our Prayer 

List contact office@plymouthsyr.org. 

  

  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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  Plymouth Runs On YOU  

LITURGISTS:    Alice and Norman Hatt   ACOLYTE:   Elias Mannion 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS:  Mary and Rich Cappelli 

VIRUAL DEACON ON DUTY/COMMUNITY TIME HOST:  Geoff Oldfield 

WORSHIP ZOOM COORDINATOR:   Tom Zorn 

To give feedback and ideas about worship video production, you can contact our technician Ben 

Cooper at av@plymouthsyr.org 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 

 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

OR 

     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 

      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 

• Dial 1-646-876-9923  

• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 

• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound to continue." 

Press # 

• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 

 
 

2021 Stewardship Update:  We have received 59 pledges for $193,230 toward Plymouth’s operating 

budget for 2021. The lack of in-person worship has disrupted the normal receipt of pledge cards this 

year. A year ago, we had received 72 pledges after three weeks of the campaign. You may mail your 

pledge card to the church office or to the stewardship secretary, George Bain, or contact George by 

email with your pledge amount. 

Order your Christmas poinsettia through Plymouth!  The sanctuary is decorated for virtual 

worship during the Advent season.   Poinsettias will be added to the altar area for the December 20 

service.   Place your order via https://forms.gle/hn711uTAt2ffvZXa8 and send in a check payable to 

Plymouth with “poinsettia” in the memo line.  Order deadline is December 11 at noon. You can 

pickup your poinsettia between 1pm and 3pm on Saturday, December 19 (the service is recorded prior 

to Sunday!) by driving by the church and receiving the flowers curbside from awaiting Deacons. 

Covenant Community Groups provide a wonderful opportunity to get to know other Plymouth 

people in a deep and meaningful way. Watch for sign-up information in early January. In the 

meantime, you can direct any questions to Susan Hawks - 315-475-4032, shawks@twcny.rr.com, or 

Richard Jaeger – 315-528-2638, rich.jaeger@equitable.com.  (NOTE: both numbers were incorrectly 

listed in the Plymouth Story – apologies!) 

“Advent in a Box” has been delivered to Plymouth families. If you would like to help offset the 

cost of this gift to families, please make a donation to Plymouth Church and write “Advent in a Box” 

in the memo line. A gift of $15 provides Advent in a Box for one family. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
https://forms.gle/hn711uTAt2ffvZXa8
mailto:shawks@twcny.rr.com
mailto:rich.jaeger@equitable.com
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You are invited to join the Board of Deacons for a Virtual Christmas Movie Night on December 

13th at 4pm! Consider baking Bernie’s classic church cookie recipe and popping some popcorn 

before settling down with the family to watch the 2018 version of “The Grinch” with your Plymouth 

friends! 

How will it work? 

o Log into Plymouth’s Community Time Zoom Room at 4pm and we’ll stream the 

movie to you! 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178  

Password: 13202 

If you’re worried about your internet bandwidth holding up to a Zoom streamed movie, you 

could simultaneously stream the movie with us through a Netflix account or by renting the 

movie through youtube.com.  

If you don’t use a computer, you could acquire the movie in advance, start watching it right at 

4:15pm on December 13th, and then call into the church Zoom to talk with friends after the 

movie ends! 

Call: 646-876-9923, meeting ID 603 933 3178, followed by #.; member ID is #. If you hear 

“Enter the meeting passcode followed by pound” enter 13202#. Be sure you eliminate all 

background noise (TV, conversations) while you are on the call. 

We hope you can join us for this virtual Advent celebration! 

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. December 7 Food Pantry, 2pm-4pm – Bell Tower door 

• Tues. December 8 Board of Deacons, 5:30pm via Zoom 

    Board of Trustees, 5:30pm via Zoom 

• Sun. December 13 Advent Storytime for families with children and youth, 9am via Zoom  

    3rd Sunday of Advent – A Service of Lessons & Carols, 10am on Facebook  

    … followed by Community Time on Zoom  

    Virtual Christmas Movie Night, 4pm via Zoom   

    Youth Group, 7:00pm via Zoom 

  Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

 For an online and interactive worship experience 
 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive 

Christians, and a Sanctuary Congregation. 
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of 

mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, 

taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178?fbclid=IwAR0lUVeJDsTy2ugLh0ygA4CNoybR3EtqRAC-_g-DFV2-Cb5TD-K0oOlM-Vw
http://youtube.com/

