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A SERVICE of LESSONS and CAROLS 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Amelia Wright 

PRELUDE Four Seasons: Winter  i) Allegro Antonio Vivaldi 

   Will Knuth, violin  

WORDS OF WELCOME   Eric Jackson 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY  Christopher Norman, Jonathan Preston

    and Ryan Norman-Preston 

SONG OF PRAISE 

There are angels hov’ring round.  (sung 3 times) 

To carry the tidings home.  (sung 3 times) 

Of a new Jerusalem.  (sung 3 times) 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

OPENING CAROL    O Come All You Faithful  No. 135  

O come, all you faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come now, O come now to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold the ruler of all angels: 

Refrain 

O come in adoration, O come in adoration, O come in adoration: Christ is Lord! 

God of true God… Light of true Light… 

Born of the Virgin’s womb in human form; 

Truly our God, begotten, not created: 

 Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all you messengers of heavenly love: 

“Glory to God, all glory in the highest”: 

  



2 

     

 Refrain 

Amen, Lord, we greet you, born this happy morning; 

Jesus to you shall all glory be given; 

Word of our God… now in flesh appearing: 

Refrain  

BIDDING PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

CAROL Once In Royal David’s City No. 145 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for a bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

Jesus came to earth from heaven, who is God and Head of all, 

Sheltered in a rustic stable, cradled in a common stall; 

With the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy. 

And through all this wondrous childhood Jesus honored and obeyed, 

Loved and watched the tender mother whose strong arms a cradle made. 

So, like Jesus, we should be serving God obediently. 

Jesus is our childhood's pattern, daily like us lived and grew, 

Jesus, little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles and comfort knew. 

Jesus felt the pain of sadness, and the joyous lift of gladness. 

We at last shall meet our Savior, fount of God’s redeeming grace, 

For that Child so dear and gentle reigns within a glorious place; 

Leading all God’s children on to the heaven where saints have gone.  

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Ed Bogucz 

 God tells that the serpent’s head shall be bruised.Church Council 

Adam and Eve heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where 

are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.”  God said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you 

gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 

ate.”  The Lord God said to the serpent,  

“Because you have done this,  

cursed are you among all animals  

and among all wild creatures;  

upon your belly you shall go,  

and dust you shall eat  

all the days of your life.  

I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

and between your offspring and hers;  
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he will strike your head,  

and you will strike his heel.”  

…To the people, God said, 

“…Cursed is the ground because of you;  

in toil you shall eat of it  

all the days of your life;  

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  

and you shall eat the plants of the field.  

By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread  

until you return to the ground, 

for out of it you were taken;  

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  

CAROL Adam Lay YBounden Medieval Carol 

    Michael Chellis, bass 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond. 

Four thousand winter though he not too long. 

And all was for an apple – an apple that he took, 

As clerkes finden written in their book. 

N’er had the apple taken been, the apple taken been 

N’er had never our lady a-been heavenè queen. 

Blessed be the time that apple taken was!  

Therefore me moun singen, “Deo gracias!” 

THE SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18 Leslie Smith 
    Racial Justice Working Group 

 God promises Abraham that, through him, all will be blessed.  

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself 

I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, 

your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the 

stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 

gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing 

for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

*CAROL  The God of Abraham Praise (vs. 1, 4) No. 24 

The God of Abraham praise, all praises to God’s name,  

Who was and is and is to be, fore’er the same! 

The one eternal God, before what now appears; 

The First, the Last: beyond all thought through timeless years! 

The God of Sarah praise, all praises to God’s name, 

Who was and is and is to be, fore’er the same! 

The one eternal God, before what now appears; 

The First, the Last: beyond all thought through timeless years! 

THE THIRD LESSON   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Abigail Mannion 

    Plymouth Youth 
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Isaiah foretells Christ’s birth.   

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined.  

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

*CAROL Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old (vs. 1, 2) No. 108 

Isaiah the prophet has written of old 

How God's new creation shall come. 

Instead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow; 

The wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the lamb, 

The wolf shall lie down with the lamb. 

The mountains and hills shall break forth into song,  

The peoples be led forth in peace; 

The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God 

As the waters cover the sea, the sea, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

THE FOURTH LESSON Micah 5: 2-5 Jim Watts 
    Board of Christian Formation 

 Micah foretells of Bethlehem.   
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel 

And he shall stand and feed his flock 

in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of God’s name. 

And they shall live secure, 

for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 

*CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1, 4) No. 133 
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O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie! 

Above your deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in your dark streets shine forth the everlasting light, 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

THE FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38 Therese Howington 
    Board of Deacons 

 The angel Gabriel tells Mary of God’s plan.   

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The virgin’s 

name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  Then Mary said, 

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  Then the 

angel departed from her. 

A READING Liturgy Dawn Franits 

     by Irene Zimmerman  Plymouth Choir 
 

All the way to Elizabeth and in the months afterward 

she wove him, pondering, “This is my body, my blood!” 
 

Beneath the watching eyes of donkey, ox, and sheep 

she rocked him, crooning, “This is my body, my blood!” 
 

In the moonless desert flight and the Egypt-days of his growing, 

she nourished him, singing, “This is my body, my blood!” 
 

Under the blood-smeared cross she rocked his mangled bones, 

remembering him, moaning, “This is my body, my blood!” 
 

When darkness, stones, and tomb bloomed to Easter morning, 

she ran to him, shouting, “This is my body, my blood!” 
 

And no one thought to tell her:  “Woman, it is not fitting 

for you to say those words. You don’t resemble him.” 

 

  

https://presbydestrian.wordpress.com/2014/12/28/three-wise-women-a-service-of-lessons-and-carols/amp/?fbclid=IwAR3WOeTmSzWbscdiS0Qmhmdk7ZOAXPOeC9eihnNxR62FHEIxZ2CSU25V_jc#_ftn7
https://presbydestrian.wordpress.com/2014/12/28/three-wise-women-a-service-of-lessons-and-carols/amp/?fbclid=IwAR3WOeTmSzWbscdiS0Qmhmdk7ZOAXPOeC9eihnNxR62FHEIxZ2CSU25V_jc#_ftn7
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THE SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:1, 3-7 Amelia Wright
    Plymouth Children 

 Mary, finding no room at the inn, gives birth in a manger.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. 

SOLO   Let the Stable Still Astonish Words: Leslie Leyland Fields 

   Christine Richardson Music: Joseph Downing 

 Let the stable still astonish: Straw-dirt floor, dull eyes, 

Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen; Crumbling, crooked walls;  

 No bed to carry that pain, 

And then, the child, Rag-wrapped, laid to cry, In a trough. 

 Who would have chosen this? Who would have said: “Yes, 

Let the God of all the heavens and earth be born here, in this place.” ? 

 Who but the same God Who stands in the darker, fouler rooms of our hearts 

and says, “Yes, let the God of Heaven and Earth be born here —- in this place.” 

THE SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16 John Hottenstein 
    Laity Empowerment Team 

 Angels direct shepherds to the infant Jesus.    
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

*CAROL Sheep Fast Asleep No. 137 

Sheep fast asleep, there on a hill, grass for a bed, all is still. 

Cold winter night, the frost appears; shepherds keep watch by their fire.  

Soft there a sound, far, far away; is it the stream? winds at play?  

Nay, friend, it is the heavenly choir, singing throughout the spheres  

Star in the sky shining; so bright! Silent and pure, wondrous light!  

What tidings brings it Israel?  Can we new hope in it find?  

Good news it brings! “Fear not, I pray! Born is God's Child, born today!  

God's gift of love to all the earth, Jesus, Emmanuel.” 
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THE EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11 Barbara Genton 
    Board of Trustees 

 The wise men bring gifts to the Christ-child.   

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born King of the Jews? 

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 

be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet.” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 

the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 

the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh.  

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  

During December we receive the United Church of Christ’s Christmas Fund special offering.  Your 

contribution to this offering goes to provide ongoing and emergency support to retired clergy and clergy in 

crisis.  Checks can be written to Plymouth with “Christmas Fund” in the memo line.     

OFFERTORY Four Seasons: Winter  ii) Largo Antonio Vivaldi 

*DOXOLOGY    

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

Our spirits rejoice and give praise for the goodness revealed in our midst. We are 

grateful for the presence of this community, for the sustenance of the Earth, for hands 

that care and hearts that love. In the spirit of joy and gratitude, may we become greater 

reflections of God’s goodness in our world.  Amen. 

THE NINTH LESSON  John 1:1-14 Eric Jackson 

    Pastor 

 John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation.   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
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He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

*CAROL Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten (vs. 1, 2 & 5) No. 118 

Of the Parent’s heart begotten when the worlds were yet to be, 

One there was with no beginning, One who is eternally – 

Source and Ending of all things that have been, 

And all things that are to be, forever and forever. 

By this Word was all created, by this Word were all things done: 

Land and air and deepest ocean, harmony of three in one, 

And all growing in the luminance 

Shed forth from the moon and sun, forever and forever. 

Depths and heights break forth in singing, angels, saints make melody, 

All dominions, every power sing, make new psalms of ecstasy, 

Let no heart refrain from praising God, 

Celebrate in harmony, forever and forever. 

POSTLUDE Four Seasons: Winter  iii) Allegro Antonio Vivaldi 

   

We welcome Will Knuth, violinist, to our services today.  Will is the newly-appointed professor of 

violin at Syracuse University’s Setnor School of Music. 

Permission to reprint the lyrics in this bulletin obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-713031.  

All rights reserved. 

 

• Resources for Worship:  Today’s worship bulletin can be found on the church’s website. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended 

global family. Please email office@plymouthsyr.org to add your name to our mailing list so 

we can know how to best serve you!  

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to 

impact the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts with 

Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of 

Plymouth Church and the wider world via Facebook Live. Public Prayer Requests you’d 

like the community to pray for can be submitted in the comments section of this posting. 

Private prayer requests can be sent via Facebook Message to Plymouth or email. To add a 

name to our Prayer List contact office@plymouthsyr.org. 

 

  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

ACOLYTE:   Amelia Wright 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS:  Christopher Norman, Jonathan Preston,  

and Ryan Norman-Preston 

VIRUAL DEACON ON DUTY/COMMUNITY TIME HOST:  Nick Signorelli 

WORSHIP ZOOM COORDINATOR:   Tom Zorn 
 

To give feedback and ideas about worship video production, you can contact our technician Ben 

Cooper at av@plymouthsyr.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

Accessing Sunday Worship:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Go to Plymouth Church’s Facebook PAGE: 

 https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/ 

   OR 

     Click on the Facebook logo        on the home page of Plymouth’s website, 

      www.plymouthsyr.org           
 

You can also join worship via telephone as well: 

• Dial 1-646-876-9923  

• You will hear "Enter your meeting ID followed by pound." Enter 603 933 3178 # 

• You will hear "Enter your participant ID followed by pound, otherwise just press pound to continue." 

Press # 

• You will hear "Enter the meeting password followed by pound" Enter 13202 # 
 

2021 Stewardship Update:  We have received 61 pledges for $194,930 toward Plymouth’s operating 

budget for 2021. The lack of in-person worship has disrupted the normal receipt of pledge cards this 

year. A year ago, we had received 75 pledges after four weeks of the campaign. You may mail your 

pledge card to the church office or to the stewardship secretary, George Bain, or contact George by 

email with your pledge amount.  

The Christmas Fund Offering is being received during the month of December.  Your contribution 

to this offering goes to provide ongoing and emergency support to retired clergy and clergy in crisis.  

Checks can be written to Plymouth with “Christmas Fund” in the memo line. 

Food Pantry Welcomes Seasonal Gifts: The Plymouth Food Pantry is accepting new or gently used 

winter items of socks, hats, gloves, mittens or scarves for the clients who utilize the Food Pantry. 

Items can be donated throughout the winter holidays and months. Drop off items at Plymouth Church 

for the Food Pantry, which is open on Monday of each week. If you have questions, contact Cyndi 

Signorelli (signorelli4@verizon.net) or Kathleen Deters-Hayes (detershayesk@gmail.com). 

“Advent in a Box” has been delivered to Plymouth families. If you would like to help offset the 

cost of this gift to families, please make a donation to Plymouth Church and write “Advent in a Box” 

in the memo line. A gift of $15 provides Advent in a Box for one family. 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

mailto:av@plymouthsyr.org
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:detershayesk@gmail.com
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You are invited to join the Board of Deacons for a Virtual Christmas Movie Night THIS 

Sunday, December 13th at 4pm! Consider baking Bernie’s classic church cookie recipe and popping 

some popcorn before settling down with the family to watch the 2018 version of “The Grinch” with 

your Plymouth friends! 

How will it work? 

o Log into Plymouth’s Community Time Zoom Room at 4pm and we’ll stream the 

movie to you! 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178  

Password: 13202 

If you’re worried about your internet bandwidth holding up to a Zoom streamed movie, you 

could simultaneously stream the movie with us through a Netflix account or by renting the 

movie through youtube.com.  

If you don’t use a computer, you could acquire the movie in advance, start watching it right at 

4:15pm on December 13th, and then call into the church Zoom to talk with friends after the 

movie ends!  

Call: 646-876-9923, meeting ID 603 933 3178, followed by #.; member ID is #. If you hear 

“Enter the meeting passcode followed by pound” enter 13202#. Be sure you eliminate all 

background noise (TV, conversations) while you are on the call. 

We hope you can join us for this virtual Advent celebration! 

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. December 14 Food Pantry, 2pm-4pm – Bell Tower door 

• Tues. December 15 Church Council, 5:30pm via Zoom 

   Board of Christian Formation, 7:00pm via Zoom 

• Wed. December 16 High School Racial Justice Group, 7:30pm via Zoom 

• Sun. December 20 Advent Storytime for families with children and youth, 

      9am via Zoom 

   Fourth Sunday of Advent – Joint Worship with Hopps  

    Memorial Christian Methodist Episcopal Church,  

    10:30am via Facebook  – NOTE ADJUSTED  

     TIME FOR THIS SPECIAL SERVICE 

     … followed by Community Time on Zoom  

   Confirmation, 3:00pm via Zoom 

   Youth Group, 7:00pm via Zoom 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 
   For an online and interactive worship experience 

We are Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive 

Christians, and a Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178?fbclid=IwAR0lUVeJDsTy2ugLh0ygA4CNoybR3EtqRAC-_g-DFV2-Cb5TD-K0oOlM-Vw
http://youtube.com/

