Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
Service of the Word
May 15, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:00 am - Worship

"God does move in a mysterious way God's wonders to perform. But God is so full of such
wonderful and heartening surprises”
~Howard Thurman
RINGING OF THE BELL
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
“Sea Chanty”

PRELUDE
*OPENING HYMN

Ernest Bloch

“Let Justice Flow Like Streams”

No. 588

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 51)
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Christine Herb

Open our lips
And our mouths will proclaim your praise.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,
And renew a right spirit within us.
Cast us not away from your presence
And do not take your Holy Spirit away from us.
Give us the joy of your saving help again
And sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer. As it was in the beginning
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Gracious God, you have brought us forth in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by diversity; and in all we
do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
WORDS OF WELCOME

Rev. Richard Cowles

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Peace be with you.
All: And, also with you.
Please share a physically distanced sign of peace with those around you.

*SONG OF PRAISE

GLORIA PATRI

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

* Please rise if you are able

THE GIFT OF THE WORD
STORY FOR ALL AGES

Craig French

(Children will depart for Learning Community following the story.)
SCRIPTURE

Acts 11:1-8
John 13:31-35

ANTHEM

“How Wide Is The Net?”

SERMON

"New Occasions Teach New Duties"
“This is My Song”

*HYMN

Joseph Downing
Rev. Richard Cowles
No. 591

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER
CALL TO PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift our hearts to God.
Let us pray…

THE PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
There are several beloved versions of this prayer. In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the
different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different
versions over the course of a year. We will pray using “debts” through the end of summer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

Words: attributed to Richard of Chichester (1197-1253)
Tune: SUMNER by Arthur H Briggs (1906-1954)

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Lord, I Would Follow Thee”
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Newell Dayley

*DOXOLOGY

OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done!
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN

God the Omnipotent!

No. 577

“Dona Nobis Pacem”
Plymouth Bells

arr. James Vedder

*BENEDICTION
CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT
POSTLUDE

 

We are grateful for the worship leadership of Plymouth member Reverend Richard
Cowles this morning as Pastor Eric will be preaching at the
First Parish in Brookline (MA)
 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU 
USHERS: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine
LITURGIST: Christine Herb DEACON ON DUTY: Cindy Perrine
FLOWERS given by Susan and Richard Hawks, remembering their
brother Bob Hawks who passed away two years ago.
COUNTERS: Susan Hawks and Sarah Whitton
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn
Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator
Mark Johnson, Sexton
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH
• Mon. May 16
Office Closed – Staff Vacation
Food Pantry, 2pm – 4pm
Deadline for June Plymouth Story
• Tues. May 17
Church Council*, 5:30pm via Zoom
Board of Christian Formation*, 7:00pm via Zoom
• Thurs. May 19
Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall
• Sun. May 22
Worship, 10am, in-person in the sanctuary and
livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube
Learning Community – third floor during worship
Bible Study, 11:15am, Adult Education Room and via Zoom
Heifer Festival plant sale and lunch pickup, outdoors or
sanctuary/parlor depending on weather
* Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair who can
receive your request for voice during the meeting and share online meeting information with you.

 Liturgy Notes 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Year C
First reading: Acts 11:1-18 | Psalm: Psalm 148
Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 | Gospel: John 13:31-35
This Sunday the Reverend Richard W. Cowles will lead us in worship as we continue our sermon series
entitled Surprise! Surprise! The Surprising Acts of God. Rev. Cowles will preach a message entitled “New
Occasions Teach New Duties.” What is the Surprising Act of God to be discovered this Sunday?
Here are some clues:
Our First Reading is about the spiritual growth of Peter. The Psalm offers praise and thanksgiving that’s
reflective of the experience in the First Reading.
The Second Reading speaks of a New Heaven and New Earth inviting us to a future beyond our present
existence.
The Gospel Lesson is Jesus’ command for us to love one another as Christ has loved us. It is through this
love that we will be known as Christ’s disciples. This week’s sermon references the hymn, “Once to
Every Man and Nation” by James Russell Lowell 1819-1891:
Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide,
In the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side;
Some great cause, God’s new messiah, offering each the bloom or blight,
And the choice goes by forever ‘twixt the darkness and that light.
By the light of burning martyrs, Jesus’ bleeding feet I track,
Toiling up new Calvaries ever with the cross that turns not back;
New occasions teach new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth;
They must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of truth.
Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ‘tis truth alone is strong,
Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne.
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and, behind the dim unknown,
Standeth God within the shadow keeping watch above his own.
(Published in the 1967 edition of the Pilgrim Hymnal, number 441. The tune to which it is set is
“Ebenezer” (Ton-Y-Botel), composed by Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944)
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 Music Notes for Sunday, May 15, 2022 
Our prelude by Ernest Bloch (1880-1959) is intended to get us in the mood for today’s scripture.
I wrote How Wide Is the Net in 2007 after reviewing the same lectionary passage that we read today:
How wide is the net, O Peter? How wide is the net?
Is there room for everyone? How wide is the net?
Apostle Peter, in a vision, saw a net descend.
Inside were unclean beasts and reptiles. What could this portend?
And Peter, ‘though quite hungry, No! refused to kill and eat
Until the voice declared, “What God has cleansed is not unclean!”
The next day a centurion sent a servant out to search
For Peter to request if he could also join the church.
First Peter thought, “The Gospel’s not for Gentiles, but for Jews,”
But then recalled that all that God has cleansed are chosen too.
Two hundred years or so ago the questions came again:
Did Africans have souls, and was the gospel meant for them?
‘Though some would view them “three-fifths” human, wiser minds prevailed,
And all attempts to keep them from the church, in time, would fail.
And there were those who failed to see equality again
In thinking that the call to lead the church was meant for men.
But those who prayed, their doubts allayed, and saw through the façade
And knew that men and women too are called to serve our God.
And yet, for some the question of equality abides.
They think that “ten percent” of us should somehow be denied
The human need to love, or heed the sacerdotal call,
‘Though we have heard the sacred word that God accepts us all.

Newell Dayley (b. 1939) was one of my undergraduate professors. The text for our offertory anthem is by
Susan McCloud:
Savior, may I learn to love thee, walk the path that thou hast shown,
Pause to help and lift another, finding strength beyond my own.
Savior, may I learn to love thee. Lord, I would follow thee.
Who am I to judge another when I walk imperfectly?
In the quiet heart is hidden sorrow that the eye can’t see.
Who am I to judge another? Lord, I would follow thee.
I would be my brother’s keeper; I would learn the healer’s art.
To the wounded and the weary I would show a gentle heart.
I would be my brother’s keeper. Lord, I would follow thee.

 Some Things You Ought to Know 
In-person worship: We are slowly loosening Covid protocols. All the pews are open in the center
sections of the sanctuary. The side sections will remain every other pew for the foreseeable future and
the right balcony is open. Please choose to sit where you are most comfortable. We ask that you wear
a mask when inside the building. We continue to offer worship on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/plymouthUCCsyracuse/.

In addition, the service is simultaneously streamed on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd2EKl4jkbQdNw5LYZU7fVA

The Hebrew Bible/Old Testament as Scripture in History and Tradition: This 6-week series
continues this Sunday following worship in-person in the Adult Education Room (downstairs) and
simultaneously on Zoom. The topic and text for this fourth session are: Lament Psalms and
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Lamenting Prophets: Psalms 8, 22, 82, 113-115; Isaiah 2, 7, 40; Micah 6; Jeremiah 20, 28 (ZOOM
ID: 603 933 3178 Password: 13202. Phone: 646-876-9923)
Plymouth Women are holding an organizational meeting in the Parlor after worship THIS Sunday,
May 15, to make plans for future gatherings. All Plymouth women are welcome. For more
information, contact Nancy Poquadeck at 315-991-7272.
Heifer Festival returns on Sunday, May 22 following worship with a plant sale and a take-home
lunch of pulled chicken over waffles, mashed potato salad, and crudities (gluten free and vegan
options available.) In order to help with planning, please order your lunch by calling the church
office, or via this link by Wed. May 18: https://forms.gle/Mn9GR47EYYUoMdD36. A free-will
offering will be accepted for the meal. All proceeds from the free-will offering and plant sale will be
forwarded to Heifer International. AND, if the weather cooperates, all are invited to eat lunch together
on the Point!
Special Learning Community on May 22: In the spirit of the Heifer Festival, Learning Community
will include special activities including seed planting, making an animal you’d like to adopt out of
playdough, Heifer story time, and snacks!
Plymouth likes to share its story! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations. If you DO NOT wish
your photo to be used, please contact the church office.
Media Ministry opportunities at Plymouth: Plymouth offers multiple types of media
ministries. Our audio ministries include: recording the worship service audio for the website, and
casting that audio to Zoom during the worship services. Our video ministry has been enhanced by the
installation of a new video streaming system that provides a simple operator interface for streaming
worship services to Facebook Live and YouTube Live. The systems are designed for ease of
operation, and complete operating instructions and training are available.
If you would like to help with these ministries, please contact Tom Zorn, or email
pccuccaudio@gmail.com. We will be arranging training on these systems during the month of
May. We really appreciate your help!
ACTS Spring Event To Honor Craig French: The annual ACTS (Alliance of Communities
Transforming Syracuse) Spring Event this month will honor the Rev. Craig French with the Rev. Dr.
Nebraski Faith Leaders Award for his longtime advocacy work in the community and with ACTS as a
board member and president. This year the program and the meal are being less driven by a formal
schedule. The meal will not be banquet style but will offer a range of options at multiple serving
stations. Seating will be unassigned, with enough chairs and tables for all. The event is Tuesday, May
24, at Drumlins Country Club, 800 Nottingham Road, DeWitt. Registration opens at 5:30 p.m. and
food stations begin serving at 6 p.m., followed by the program. Tickets are $75 per person and can be
purchased by writing a check to Plymouth Church with “ACTS banquet” in memo line no later than
May 22.
Plymouth is supporting the CNY Diaper Bank’s Mother’s Day Diaper Drive: This Mother’s
Day, as you celebrate special “moms” in your life, thousands of local mothers are struggling to keep
up with the cost of basic needs like diapers (which are NOT included in government safety net
programs.) You can make a difference by:
•

Making a donation in May for DOUBLE the impact thanks to a $10K matching grant – make
checks payable to Plymouth with diaper bank in memo line and we’ll send a check in May

•

Donate diapers – they can be dropped off in the back of the sanctuary

Individuals Seeking Assistance: If you are in need of financial assistance, we would like to help as
best we can. Please see the pastor, Rev. Eric Jackson, on Sunday at noon to discuss your needs.
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 Welcome to Plymouth 
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!
• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.
• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org.
• Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.
• Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.
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