
* Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word 

 October 9, 2022 

  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

  10:00 am – Worship 

 
 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   

PRELUDE “Prelude XII” Johann Sebastian Bach 

*OPENING HYMN “Bring Many Names” No.  11 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Richard Jaeger 

One:  God, Yahweh, Creator, Jehovah 

All:   We gather to worship you, God of many names 

One:   Source of life— all that is and all that shall be, perfect love, immortal, invisible 

All:   This is the God who loves, knows, and sees us no matter who you are or where you 

are on this journey of life. 

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)  

God who is our guiding light and eternal mystery, our Emmanuel - God with us  - thank 

you for being with us all the days of our lives and all the day long. May our worship draw 

us closer to you. Through being drawn closer to you, we will be drawn closer to one 

another. Both stranger and friend. Amen.  

WORDS OF WELCOME  Dr. Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you in any way you feel comfortable.  

If you don’t want to shake hands, indicate that to others by smiling and offering your elbow or 

by crossing your arms over your heart and wishing them Peace. 

*SONG OF PRAISE  GLORIA PATRI 

   Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Craig French 

Following the story, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for 

Learning Community.  

SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

ANTHEM “Meditation on the Names of God” Joseph Downing 
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SERMON   Dr. Jackson 

*HYMN  “God of Change and Glory” No.  177 

   THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2022. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

PRAYER RESPONSE “I Open My Mouth to the Lord” Traditional Spiritual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Throughout October we receive the Neighbors in Need offering. This is a special mission offering of 

the United Church of Christ that supports the Council for American Indian Ministries and UCC 

Justice and Witness Ministries. 

Please write “NIN” on the memo line of your check or use the special envelopes in the pews. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “I Am Alpha and Omega”         John Stainer  

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise God, all creatures here below! 

   Praise God for all that love has done! 

   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN “Hush, Hush, Somebody’s Calling My Name” No. 604 
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*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE “Scratch My Bach” Peter Nero 

      

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton   USHER:  George Bain   

LITURGIST:  Richard Jaeger 

DEACON ON DUTY:  Leslie Lawrence 

COUNTERS:   Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR:   Ben Cooper  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

    Some Things You Ought to Know  

Masking Optional:   Effective September 11, masking is now optional EXCEPT in areas of the 

nursery and upstairs activity rooms for children and young people. 

Neighbors in Need Special Offering:   This special mission offering of the United Church of Christ 

supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.   Plymouth will collect 

this offering throughout the month of October.   Write a check payable to Plymouth Church with 

“NIN” noted on the memo line or make cash contributions in the special envelopes found in the pews. 

Pledge Payments:  Through the end of August, pledge payments have run alarmingly behind 

Plymouth’s budget. The Board of Trustees will appreciate your continued prompt and regular 

payments on your pledge through the end of the year. As of Aug. 31, pledge payments were $38,217 

behind budget and Plymouth’s operating budget showed a $31,632 deficit. A prolonged and difficult 

transition of church office software from Church Windows to Shelby Systems meant the trustees 

received their first monthly financial report as of Aug. 31, after eight months had elapsed. Trustees 

apologize for this delay and urge all who may not be current on pledge payments to resume monthly 

payments. 

Sacred Conversations: Writing Our Next Chapter Together:   See goldenrod insert for 

information and sign-up form.  Form/information is also available HERE. 

Youth, Children, and Families Meet and Greet:  On October 16 after church, come meet the new 

Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator, learn about our vision for youth and children’s 

programming at Plymouth, and share your hopes and dreams for the future. Youth, children, and 

families alike are welcome. Join us in ushering in an exciting new chapter of ministry and 

programming! 

Ecclesiastical Council:  All are invited to attend the Ecclesiastical Council for Member in Discernment 

Therese Howington on Sunday, October 16 at 2pm in Plymouth’s Sanctuary.  This is an important step 

on Therese’s path toward ordination. 

Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Tara Sandlin, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

https://forms.gle/QtGSneyHy8oSjnbj9
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NEW!!!! Jazz and Justice Worship:   Come fuel your body and your soul on Monday, October 17 

in Memorial Hall.   A community meal will be available from 5:30pm -7pm and the jazz set begins at 

6pm.   Come when you can, leave when you need to. 

Fall Family, Friends, and Faith Nights continue Wednesday, October 19.  Everyone is invited to 

participate whether you joined the previous sessions or not: 

5:30pm – Pizza and Salad Dinner 

6:00pm – Adult book study – “Bless this Mess” by Rev. Molly Baskette and 

   Ellen O’Donnell, PhD 

Children – Liturgical Movement 

7:00pm – Sending Forth 

The book can be purchased through the Church Office for $12; put “Bless this Mess” on memo line of 

check. 

Individuals Seeking Assistance:   If you are in need of financial assistance, we would like to help as 

best we can.  Please see the pastor, Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, on Sunday at noon to discuss your needs. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 

are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish 

your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Mon. October 10 OFFICE CLOSED, Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

      (NO Food Pantry) 

• Tues. October 11 Racial Justice Working Group, 5:00pm, via Zoom 

      Board of Trustees*, 5:30pm, Adult Ed Room and Zoom 

      Board of Deacons*, 7:00pm, Adult Ed Room and Zoom 

• Thurs. October 13 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:45pm, Kirtland Hall 
      Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun. October 16 Worship 10am, in-person in the sanctuary, and  

    livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube 

      Learning Community (during worship) 

      Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

      Meet and Greet with Tara Sandlin, 11:15am 

      Ecclesiastical Council for Member in Discernment Therese 

      Howington, 2pm, Sanctuary 

* Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair 

who can receive your request for voice during the meeting and share online meeting information with 

you. 

   Liturgy Notes 
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Unsolved Mysteries: Questions My Learning Community Teacher  

  Never Answered 

   Sunday, October 9 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13 

Text: “for we only know in part, and we prophesy only in part”  

   – 1 Corinthians 13:9, NRSV 

Question: “Is it possible that God and Allah are the same entity with different names applied by 

human authors?” 

This Sunday we continue with the final installment of Unsolved Mysteries with the question, “is it 

possible that God and Allah are the same entity with different names applied by human authors?”  

This invites us into deeper thinking: is one’s belief about God the only way to believe about God? 

Especially when we hear words from Scripture in John’s Gospel where Jesus says, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life.” 

To process this question, we delve into a unique passage of scripture that one would not normally 

explore to wrestle with such a question, but the experience of the Church in Corinth is the perfect 

place for us to start. You see, Corinth was the most fractious of all the churches started by Paul. They 

struggled to live to their fullest potential because of their misunderstandings about God and following 

Jesus. In these times, where we witness women in Iran wanting to practice their faith in a way that 

does not reflect the imposed patriarchal religious expressions and, in these times, where we have seen 

the dissolution of relationships between those within the Christian religion over reproductive rights, 

this is a community whose story we just might glean some glimpses of light from!  

    Music Notes for Sunday, October 9, 2022  

Today we consider the various names by which God is known.  I wrote today’s anthem based on a 

text from a Jewish prayer book for the high holidays (which just concluded this past week.) 

Elohim, as father of us all, you do not need my petitions,  

you do not need my praise.  I need to pray. 

Adonai, creator of all things, you do not need my hosannas,  

you do not need my psalms.  I need to sing. 

Shaddai, through whom all wisdom flows, you do not need meditations,  

you do not need my heart.  I need to feel. 

John Stainer (1840-1901) was a very popular composer during the Victorian era who today is most 

remembered for his setting of God So Loved the World. Our offertory anthem was originally printed 

in the monthly journal The Musical Times in 1878.  That journal remains the oldest on-going musical 

publication, although it is now published quarterly. 

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and ending,” saith the Lord, 

“which is, and which was, and is to come: the almighty.” 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 

 

When Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) lived, most keyboards were tuned to a system that was 

much more in tune (ie: the notes related to each other sweetly) than our instruments today, but that 

system only allowed a few keys to actually be usable.  Our prelude today comes from a collection of 

48 Preludes and Fugues called The Well-Tempered Clavier (keyboard).  Bach insisted that he was 

willing to make compromises that would allow him to write in all 12 major and 12 minor keys, and 

his first collection began with I: C major  II: c minor III: Db Major IV:C# minor, etc.  He liked the 

result so much that he wrote a second volume, from which our Prelude XII (f minor) comes. 
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Peter Nero (b. Bernard Nierow, 1934) is an outstanding jazz pianist with two Emmys.  The greatest 

classical pianist of the 20th century, Vladimir Horowitz claimed that he himself was Nero’s biggest 

fan.  Nero has said that he favors Steinway grand pianos for his music, and we are fortunate enough to 

use our very fine one for our postlude today. 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Children:  Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary.   We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family.   To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill 

out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

