Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
Service of the Word
November 20, 2022
Last Sunday Before Advent
10:00 am - Worship

RINGING OF THE BELL
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

Kaleigha Spinner
“Prince of Denmark’s March”

PRELUDE
*OPENING HYMN

Jeremiah Clarke

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”

No. 4

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Scott Kraemer

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
We gather to celebrate another day that God has kept us.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change.
We gather to bear witness to all that God has done for us.
Come, behold the works of God!
We gather to worship our God who loves and protects us.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)
Though many forces have scattered us in various ways, we invite you to bring us together
within ourselves and all around us. Prepare our hearts, minds, and spirits, Gathering
God, to be present and ready to receive exactly what we need from this time of worship.
Amen.
WORDS OF WELCOME

Dr. Jackson

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Peace be with you.
All: And, also with you.
Please share a sign of peace with those around you in any way you feel comfortable.
If you don’t want to shake hands, indicate that to others by smiling and offering your elbow or by crossing your
arms over your heart and wishing them Peace.

*SONG OF PRAISE

GLORIA PATRI

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

THE GIFT OF THE WORD
STORY FOR ALL AGES
SCRIPTURE

Luke 23:33-43

* Please rise if you are able

“Awake the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound”

ANTHEM

Georg Frideric Handel

Following the anthem, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for
Learning Community.

“Last Things First”

SERMON

Dr. Jackson

“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”

*HYMN

No. 485

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER
THE PASTORAL PRAYER
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift our hearts to God.
Let us pray…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
“I Open My Mouth to the Lord”

PRAYER RESPONSE

Traditional Spiritual

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO OFFERING
“Christ Is the King!”

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
*DOXOLOGY

Robert Reed
OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done!
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE JOINING AND CELEBRATION OF NEW MEMBERS
Andrea Abbott
Dale Hindmarsh

Jean Hindmarsh
Fred A. Hintz
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Arnold Hook
Tara Sandlin

LITANY OF INTENT
One:
Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament
of baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the
family of Christ.
Many:
They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in
our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members
of the Christian church.
One:
They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts,
and all our souls, and all our minds. God help us.
Many:
They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we
love ourselves. God help us.
One:
Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has
brought you to this time and place.
Many:
We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your
spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of
faith.
One:
Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of
Christ, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist
oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and
Word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?
Those joining: We promise, with the help of God.
Many:
Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the
Christian faith? And do you promise, that so far as able, you will
participate in the life of this church, by worshipping God with us, and
offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this church and
for the larger church of which this is a part?
Those joining: We promise, with the help of God.
One:
We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and
we offer to you the hand of Christian love.
*CLOSING HYMN
“Part in Peace”
No. 78
*BENEDICTION
CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT
POSTLUDE

“Trumpet Tune”

Henry Purcell

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU 
USHER: Gertrude Danzy ACOLYTE: Kaleigha Spinner
LITURGIST: Scott Kraemer DEACON ON DUTY: Frank Leonard
FLOWERS given by Linda and Scott Kraemer in honor of those joining Plymouth this Sunday. We
welcome you all with great joy! We are especially thrilled to welcome back our dear friends, Jean and
Dale Hindmarsh. Welcome Home!!!
And warm Thanksgiving greetings to all!
COUNTERS: Susan Hawks and Keith Jakway
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATORS: Ben Cooper and Tom Zorn
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Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Tara Sandlin, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator
Mark Johnson, Sexton
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org

 About Our New Members 
Andrea Abbott and Arnold Hook: Andrea and Arne moved to Baldwinsville from Western New
York 31 years ago. Until recently, they were members (and for Andrea, the minister) at a small
Unitarian-Universalist church. They found they both enjoy worshipping at Plymouth and would like
to commit themselves here. Andrea has become a volunteer chaplain at Upstate one day a week. She
enjoys swimming and writing. Arne is busy with home renovation projects and is interested in dream
work. They are very involved with their grandson.
Dale and Jean Hindmarsh: Dale and Jean moved to Syracuse in 1981, when they joined Plymouth
Church. They raised their 5 children in Plymouth. Jean served as Director of Christian Education until
she joined associate faculty in Early Childhood Education at Cazenovia College. Dale served as
Associate Director at the Inter-religious Council of CNY for ten years before becoming full time
Minister of Education at Plymouth Church, where he served for four years. After leaving Syracuse,
they moved to Vermont where Jean taught Kindergarten and Dale worked in Employment Services for
adults with Developmental Disabilities. In 2010, they retired to Seattle, where they lived for 10 years
with son Jay and their 2 granddaughters. They have 13 grandchildren with most living in Syracuse.
They “returned home” to Syracuse in 2020, just as Covid hit, and are so glad to be back in the
Plymouth family where they began family and faith community.
Fred Hintz: Fred is a lifelong Syracusan, having moved away a few times but always coming back.
He’s been away from the church for the past couple of years but has been coming to Plymouth since
summer of 2022 and can be seen most Sundays in the tenor section in the choir. He loves spending
time in nature, and in 2020 finally finished the 46 Adirondack High Peaks. He has enjoyed getting to
know the Plymouth community and looks forward to worshipping and serving the community more in
the future.
Tara Sandlin: Tara is a Memphis, TN, native who first came to Plymouth in 2020 as a soprano
soloist and section leader in the choir. Having begun life in the evangelical church and journeyed
through various mainline traditions, she is happy to have come to know the UCC’s expansive,
embodied, justice-seeking theology through Plymouth. In September, Tara began working as the
church’s Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator, and she is delighted to be officially joining this
wonderful faith community she has come to call home as part of her journey toward ordained
ministry. When not at Plymouth, Tara enjoys community organizing, exploring local arts offerings,
and—oh, right—finishing her music degree at Syracuse University.

 Music Notes for Sunday, November 20, 2022 
Today we celebrate the final Sunday of the church year with the crowning of Christ as our sovereign.
Our music reflects this royal occasion.
Our prelude and postlude are both well-known trumpet tunes from the English baroque which are
both used on royal occasions. Jeremiah Clarke (1674-1707) was the first organist at the ChristopherWren-designed St. Paul’s Cathedral. He died of suicide when he realized that he would never be able
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to marry the love of his life because she was of a higher social station. Like Clarke, Henry Purcell
(1659-1695) was also a student of John Blow. Blow had been organist at Westminster Cathedral, but
gave up the post to his more talented student. After Purcell’s untimely death, Blow resumed the post
until Clarke’s death, when Blow became organist at St. Paul’s.
No one knows the original purpose of the Catholic cathedral of Syracuse on the island of Ortigia in
Sicily. We do know that around 500 BC it served as Doric temple to Greek gods. In the 7th century
AD, it was rebuilt as a Christian church, but in 878 it was converted to a mosque. Three hundred
years later it was rededicated as a Catholic cathedral in 1085, and has been rebuilt, redesigned,
reformatted and refurnished several times in the last millennium. Our anthem has a similar inter-faith
history. Handel (1685-1759) wrote it for the oratorio Samson, but it is not sung in praise to our God,
but rather to the pagan God, Dagon. Like the Cathedral of Syracuse, we have repurposed it to serve as
the crowning anthem for the Christian year:
Awake the trumpet’s lofty sound!
We hail this joyful day for God is crowned!
Come forth to hear the mighty praise resound!

I can find no information about the church composer, Robert B. Reed. Our offertory anthem was
first published in 1961:
Christ is the King! O friends upraise anthems of joy and holy praise
For his brave saints of ancient days, who, with a faith forever new
Followed the King, and round him drew thousands of faithful ones and true.
O Christian women, Christian men, all the world over seek again
the way disciples followed then. Christ through all ages is the same;
Place the same hope in his great name, with the same faith his word proclaim.
Christ is the King! Let love’s unconquerable might your scattered companies unite
In service to the Lord of light: So shall God’s will on earth be done,
New lamps be lit, new tasks begun, and the whole church at last be one.

- Some Things You Ought to Know 
TODAY, following worship, come deck the halls! All are invited to decorate the sanctuary for
Advent. There will be refreshments and lots of pre-holiday joy.
Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS): Following worship, there will be a
gathering in the Parlor of those interested in assessing and reinvigorating the works of ACTS and
Plymouth’s participation in that work.
The 2023 stewardship campaign is underway. Through last Sunday, we have received 36 pledges
for $122,110 toward Plymouth’s 2023 operating budget. Your pledge commitment will make a
difference for Plymouth’s many ministries next year. You can submit your pledge online HERE. Here
are some examples of this year’s budget requests.
•

•
•

Christian Formation has listened to your ideas and proposes an increase in their budget request
to focus on youth work, to grow their volunteer pool for mentors and chaperones, for ministry
growth, to support an extended upper age limit on acolytes, more Bibles, for more hands-on
activities and increased programing.
The musician budget request has increased due to performances at more services like Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday and all of June. Attendance is shown to be higher when the
musicians are in the house.
A more extensive IT budget has been proposed to simplify and organize file storage, improve
WiFi coverage, provide security updates and improvements, gain functionality by spending
money with an overall bonus of saving money!
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From Generation to Generation… An Advent Devotional is now available in hardcopy at the back of
the sanctuary and in digital format through a link the weekly newsletter. If you are unable to access a
copy, please contact the church office.
Random Acts of Kindness (RAK) Bags: We are collecting donations for RAK Bags that will be
distributed to our homeless brothers and sisters. Items needed are new or gently used adult-sized
(more men-sized requested) hats, gloves, scarves, socks, hand warmers, and travel-sized toiletries
(those received from hotels work great.) Place your donations in the RAK bin at the back of the
sanctuary through Sunday, December 4. Monetary donations (note “Random Acts of Kindness” in the
memo line on your check) will be used to purchase additional items.
Gift basket for new American family: As part of our refugee resettlement project, we are building a
gift basket for a family from Afghanistan. You can take a gift tag from the tree in the rear of the
sanctuary that has each family member’s name and age. Or choose from the list below. Please bring
your gifts to Plymouth by December 4. If you have questions or need help getting the items to
Plymouth, call Susan Hawks at 315 481-9148.
Recommendations for adults Mohammad and Bibi include:
• Gift cards
• Winter socks, pajamas, warm clothes, mittens
• Mugs, tea, chocolates, jams, honey and spices
Gifts for the children – Anahita age 6, Anita age 5, Mohammad Asef age 4, and Mohammad
Hanif age 1 - could include:
• Winter socks, pajamas, warm clothes, mittens
• Books
• Toy cars, stuffed animals, piggy banks, decorative empty boxes, games
• Soccer and other sports items
Any food item must be Halal. Don’t include anything that references a specific religion, including
Santa Claus. Snowmen are fine.
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH
•

Mon. November 21

•
•
•
•

Tues. November 22
Thurs. November 24
Fri. November 25
Sun. November 27

Food Pantry, 2pm – 4pm
Deadline for December Plymouth Story
Board of Christian Formation*, 7:00pm, via Zoom
Church Office CLOSED – Thanksgiving
Church Office CLOSED - Holiday
Worship, 10am, in-person in the sanctuary, and
livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube
Learning Community (during worship)
Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall

* Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair
who can receive your request for voice during the meeting and share online meeting information with
you.
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 Welcome to Plymouth 
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive
Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!
• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.
• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org.
• Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.
• Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.
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