
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

Service of the Word  

January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

Annual Meeting Sunday 

10:00 am - Worship 
 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   

PRELUDE “Aria” G. F. Handel 

*OPENING HYMN “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” No. 71 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 15)  Rick Cowles 

One: Holy One, who may abide in your sanctuary? Who may dwell in your sacred creation? 

All: Those who do justice. Those who confront inequities and uplift the oppressed. 

One: Holy One, who may abide in your sanctuary? Who may dwell in your sacred creation? 

All: Those who love kindness. Those who love neighbor, friend, and foe. 

One:  Holy One, who may abide in your sanctuary? Who may dwell in your sacred creation? 

All:  Those who walk humbly with you. Those who follow your lead and answer your 

call. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)  

Just and Loving God, we enter into your sacred spaces, in sanctuaries and in homes, in 

public gatherings and private places. You bridge time and space to forge us as a beloved 

community. You, O Sovereign, make plain the way of life for us. Encourage us to join your 

journey, to love your children and creation, and to contribute to your kindom on earth. 

Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Dr. Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you in any way you feel comfortable.  

If you don’t want to shake hands, indicate that to others by smiling and offering your elbow or by 

crossing your arms over your heart and wishing them Peace. 

*SONG OF PRAISE  GLORIA PATRI 

   Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
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  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES 

SCRIPTURE Micah 6:1-8 

ANTHEM “Hear, Hear O Heavens” William Billings 

Following the anthem, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

SERMON  “Knock! Knock! Who’s There?” Dr. Jackson 

*HYMN “O for a World” No. 575 

   REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 

DORIS ADAMSEN  Sarah Whitton 

NADINE SWANK-SKVARCH  Anne Frank 

   THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have 

prayed since childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On 

the last Sunday of the month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand 

Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation 

– of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 
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PRAYER RESPONSE   No. 775

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO OFFERING 

OFFERTORY SOLO “Walk Humbly With Thy God”    G.F.Handel 

   Brennan Mathews, tenor 

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise God, all creatures here below! 

   Praise God for all that love has done! 

   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN “Part in Peace” No. 78 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE “Allegro” G. F. Handel 

      

Following worship, please grab a snack from the back of the sanctuary and return to the pews for the 

Annual Meeting. 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHER:  Gertrude Danzy   LITURGIST:  Rick Cowles 

  DEACON ON DUTY:  Nancy Gwin 

COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATORS:   Tom Zorn 

 

  
Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Tara Sandlin, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Music Notes for Sunday, January 29, 2023  
 

More than anything, Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759) wanted to write opera.  After a few early attempts, he 

travelled to Italy in 1703 to learn from the masters in the country that had given birth to opera.  Returning to 

Germany, he became Kapellmeister to Prince George, the Elector of Hanover, but soon took a leave to return to Italy 

in 1710 to pursue his true love, and by 1712 he was living in London, with a life-long ambition of introducing and 

fomenting opera in England.  When performances of operas were forbidden during Lent, he would perform concert 

versions of “operas” based on biblical subjects with no costumes, sets or lighting.  This new idea of operas-in-

concert form became the English Oratorio, and Handel wrote over 25 of them.  Interestingly enough, the most 

famous oratorio, Messiah, is atypical because, unlike all the other oratorios, it has no real story or plot, but rather just 

a theme.  Handel was most gifted in writing elegant, simple melodies, and both our prelude and offertory solo (with 

new words) are examples of this, while the postlude is a dance movement: 
 

Walk in love, as Christ hath loved us. 

Walk ye humbly with thy God. 
This the Lord requires of thee, to do justly, loving mercy. 

 

Anyone who has studied music theory knows that there are lots of “rules” governing how European-heritage music is 

written - Don’t double the third in a major key; don’t let two parts sing a fifth or octave apart and then move to 

another note with the same interval of a fifth or octave between the same two parts; While you can put the root or the 

third of a triad in the bass, you can only put the fifth in the bass in very specific cases, etc., etc., etc.  Some theory 

teachers cling to these ideas as if God had dictated them, while the truth is that the so-called “rules” are really just 

good advice from more experienced composers. William Billings (1746-1800) was an early American composer who 

had no such tutelage from more experienced musicians.  He left any schooling at age 14 to pursue the vocation of a 

tanner, but was always interested in church music and composed many pieces, mostly based on the Psalms.  His 

music often has a raw, unpolished sound, and singers are frequently surprised by chords lacking a third and awkward 

parts.  Nevertheless, it is very much these “rough edges” that give Billings’ music – and today’s anthem - its “bold 

American” charm. 
 

Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth, for the Lord hath spoken: 

I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 
Ah sinful nation!  The ox knows his owner, the ass his master’s crib,  
but Israel does not know, my people doth not consider. 

Ah sinful nation! A people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers,  
Children that are corrupters, they have forsaken the Lord. 

They have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger. 

Wash ye, make ye clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes. 
Cease to do evil, learn to do well. See judgment, relieve the oppressed. 
Judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Love mercy, walk humbly before God. 

Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord: ‘Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as wool; 
‘though they be red like crimson, yet they shall be as white as snow. 

    Christian Formation’s Holy Troublemaker or Unconventional Saint  

Plymouth’s Learning Community (ages 3 years to 5th grade) is exploring the lives of 

faithful people from across religious traditions who changed their communities for the 

better. This week’s Holy Troublemaker or Unconventional Saint 

is Bayard Rustin. 

Bayard Rustin (1912-1987) was a Black gay man who spent his life working 

for justice. He credited his Quaker faith and his grandparents for the values 

that inspired him. While working to end segregation, Bayard went to India to 

study nonviolence from the followers of Mahatmas Gandhi, who believed 

peaceful actions such as sit-ins, marches, and boycotts were a powerful way 

to change the world. When he went back to the U.S, he brought these 

lessons to the leaders of the Civil Rights movement. He became a trusted 

advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr, and was the organizer of the March on 
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Washington, where Dr. King gave his famous speech that began, “I have a dream…” We often don’t 

read about Bayard in our history books because he was often forced into the background for being 

gay. Bayard’s own famous words inspired the title of the book Holy Troublemakers and 

Unconventional Saints: “We need, in every community, a group of angelic troublemakers,” he said. 

Angelic troublemakers committed to direct, nonviolent action to change unfair and unjust laws. 

Bayard went on to help others become angelic troublemakers for justice and peace in many other 

countries. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

The Annual Meeting will take place immediately following worship this morning.   Grab a snack 

at the back of the sanctuary and return to your seat.   Agenda packets, to include budget and ballot, 

will be distributed.   There are a limited number of hard copies of the Annual Report and Safe Church 

Policy on the back table for those who need them.  Audio from the meeting will be streamed via 

Zoom: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178 - Password: 13202 

 Via phone:  1-646-876-9923; meeting ID: 603 933 3178 #; participant ID: #;  

 Password: 13202# 

Zoom participants will not be able to speak or vote.  Zoom participants may be able to comment via 

chat, but the primary focus for the meeting will be the in-person participants.  Temporary exceptions 

enacted during the peak of the pandemic have been rescinded; New York State law regarding religious 

corporations does not permit hybrid voting. 

Updated Masking Policy:  Masking is now optional in the upstairs activity rooms for children and 

young people. Parents who are most comfortable with their own children wearing masks during 

Learning Community are welcome to reach out to Tara (tsandlin@plymouthsyr.org) to make our 

teachers aware, if you so choose. 

Food Pantry news:  Car Enthusiasts! Are you planning to go to the Auto Show Charity Preview Feb 

15th?? Your $150 ticket price could go directly to our Plymouth Food Pantry. Please contact Christine 

Herb for details how! 315-877-4512 or her email is beabeaconoflove@gmail.com  

Food Bank of Central New York is excited to partner with Syracuse Auto Dealers Association 

(SADA) again at their Charity Preview event on February 15, 2023. This event kicks off the Syracuse 

Auto Expo with a night filled with great food, new cars, and 100% of the funds raised will be donated 

back to our community. We invite you to join us in this wonderful fundraising opportunity for the 

Food Bank and your agency (our Plymouth Food Pantry)!  

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 

are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish 

your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   Please sign up to 

greet, usher, or host community time through Sign-up genius by clicking here or by clicking on the 

link on the Get Involved page on the Plymouth website (www.plymouthsyr.org).   You can also sign 

up by contacting the church office or by signing up for community time on the sign-up list on the 

Community Time table.  If you have any questions about these ministries, don’t hesitate to contact the 

church office and you’ll be connected with the appropriate resource. 

Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for Plymouth’s 

weekly email newsletter and monthly Plymouth Story by providing your email to the church office 

(office@plymouthsyr.org.) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6039333178
mailto:tsandlin@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:beabeaconoflove@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


6 
 

 

Individuals Seeking Assistance:   If you are in need of financial assistance, we would like to help as 

best we can.  Please see the pastor, Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, on Sunday at noon to discuss your needs.   

Flowers in Worship:  Our Sanctuary is beautiful, but you can make it even more so for the glory of 

God and in honor of whatever or whomever you choose.  Simply reserve a Sunday for placing flowers 

in church by CLICKING HERE or sign up on the flower chart located in the bell tower entry no later 

than the Monday of the week of your choosing.   Send in a check for $35 to Plymouth Church with 

“flowers” noted in the memo line. (We order the flowers for you!). You can provide a short dedication 

to be included in that week’s bulletin. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Mon. January 30 Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm 
• Thurs. February 2 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun. February 5 Worship with Communion, 10am, in-person in the sanctuary,  

  and livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube, and via  

  telephone on Zoom** 

   Learning Community (during worship) 

   Community Time following worship 

  

** Call: 1-646-876-9923; Meeting ID: 603 933 3178 #; Participant ID: #; Password:  13202# 

 

• Resources for Children:  Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on the 
shelves in the back of the sanctuary.   We ask that your children put their names on the blank label on the 

box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global family.   To 

add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out the card found in 
the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact the world 

TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning offering, or by 

mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth Church and 
the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew and place it in the 
offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, Progressive 

Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

