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 Welcome to Plymouth  

We are delighted you have come to worship with us if you are here for the first time or one-thousandth 

time. At Plymouth you are welcome just as you are! no matter who you are or where you are on life’s 

journey. We strive to fully live into our mission of “welcoming all, growing in faith, and working for 

justice and peace.” Diversity is truly a gift to us here at Plymouth. It is a joy to worship together as one 

Body in Christ that may not think alike or look the same, understands Christianity and a life of faith in a 

variety of ways, and loves differently. 

Sunday Worship is a sacred blend of the traditional and the modern. We seek to nourish mind, body, and 

spirit through our singing, praying, preaching, and teaching. We strive to make the ancient story come 

alive for the soul of the modern world. 

You are invited to join us for Community Time for coffee, tea, and refreshments in Memorial Hall after 

worship, attend another gathering listed below, take a tour of the church, and more. There are many 

opportunities to engage and connect with this community, nourish your soul, serve God in this place and 

in the world, grow in faith, work for justice and peace. 

 

 

Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

Following Worship This Morning: 

• Community Time – Memorial Hall 

• Heifer Festival, 11:15am, Memorial Hall & Sanctuary 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

 Tue. May 20 Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm, Parlor Wed. May 21  

   Food Pantry, 2-4pm 

 Sun. May 26 Worship, 10am, in-person in the Sanctuary, and 

   livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube, and via telephone on Zoom** 

**Call: 1-646-876-9923#; Meeting ID: 603 933 3178#; Participant ID: #; 

Password: 13202#*Please rise if you are able 

1



 

PLYMOUTH FOOD PANTRY:              Plymouth Church Food Pantry has changed its 

day of operation to WEDNESDAYS, and they really NEED YOUR HELP as a VOLUNTEER. Can 

you or anyone you know give a few hours once or twice a month? Volunteer hours on Wednesday are 

1:30-4:30pm. The work is rewarding for helping our neighbors with food insecurity & we have a great 

little group of folks who volunteer. If you are interested or have questions please call or text Christine 

Herb, our volunteer FP coordinator, at 315-877-4512. 

CNY GAY 5K TO BENEFIT SAGE UPSTATE: CNY GAY 5K is being held on June 

15, 2024, at Long Branch Park in Liverpool. All proceeds benefit Sage Upstate, serving older LGBTQ 

people. Sage has been offering programs to reduce isolation and improve health for 27 years in Central 

New York. You can run or walk to show your support and there is even a virtual participation option 

available. Go to CNYGAY5K.org for further information. 

LILLIAN FISCHER’S MEMORIAL SERVICE: We will celebrate the life of Lillian Fischer in the 

memorial service which will take place on Saturday, June 1 at 11am in the Sanctuary and the Memorial 

Hall. 

NATIONAL RIGHT TO FOOD COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE (NRFCP) 

SUMMIT: On the afternoon of June 5th, NRFCP is hosting a special 2-hour workshop entitled: 

“Telling our stories: Food & Faith Narrative Workshop.” It is being sponsored and led by a NC-based 

non-profit program called Come to the Table, alongside Wesley Rohadfox, the Garden Coordinator at 

Interfaith Community Garden and Appleseed 

Outreach in Syracuse. The event is free and begins with lunch at 12:30pm. The workshop runs from 

1:30-3:30pm. If this event is of interest to you, please register by scanning the QR Code below. 
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 Order of Worship  

PRELUDE   Plymouth Bells 

WORDS OF WELCOME   Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson 

*OPENING HYMN 293 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  insert, pg.  

 *CALL TO WORSHIP   John Hottenstein 

One: With tongues of flame, the Holy Spirit descends to burn in our 

hearts anew. 

Many: Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

One: Like the rush of wind, we sense God’s presence blowing afresh 

throughout the world. 

Many: Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

One: Across the barriers of language and culture, Christ’s message 

of love and grace is heard. 

Many: Unite us, Holy Spirit! 

One: Divine Advocate, we seek your guidance as we search 

for the Spirit of Truth. 

Many: Unite us, Holy Spirit! Amen. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)  John Hottenstein 

Holy One, 

ignite within us a fiery passion 

for your mission in the world today. 

Warm us by the Spirit’s dancing tongues of flame, that we may 

feel your kindling blaze within, urging us to do your greater 

good. 

Make us wholly present to experience a new birth, and awaken 

possibilities within us 

to share your love in the world. In this love 

and abundance, 

we come to celebrate your harvest— 

a harvest bearing the first fruits of the Spirit within us. 

Show us how to use these gifts, as we listen 

for your truth 

in the gentle breeze of your Spirit. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

*SONG OF PRAISE  GLORIA PATRI 

 Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;  

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

 World without end. Amen. Amen. 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (Unison) 

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the 

Indigenous People, on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.” 

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 

Following the Story for All Ages, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for Learning 

Community 

SCRIPTURE A Communal Reading of Acts 2:1-21 

 

Luke Friends, I know a great story about God. Want to hear it? 

Congregation Yes, tell us! We’re all ears! 

Luke OK. Here goes… 

 Once upon a time, after Jesus returned to heaven, people from all over 

the world were in Jerusalem to celebrate a big holiday. But Jesus’ 

friends were in a house praying. 

Choir Praying? For what? 

Luke For the promise of Jesus to come true. 

Choir Promise? What promise? 

Luke That the Holy Spirit would come and be their helper. 

Child Why did they need help? 

Luke Because Jesus told them to go to the ends of the earth and tell people to trust 

God, to welcome strangers, and to love their enemies. 

Child Oh, I get it! But that’s not an easy thing to do… 

Luke Right! The disciples needed all the help they could get! Anyway, they were 

praying away, when suddenly… the house began rocking! 

Choir Woooo! Woooo! Woooo! AND 

Congregation (Making rumbling sounds, stamping feet, slapping thighs) Rumble, rumble, 

rumble… AND 

Luke And after that, fire came down and settled on their heads! 

Congregation Their heads were on fire?! 

Luke:  Well, not exactly. Sort of. You had to be there. And then… 

Congregation:  There’s more? 

Luke:  Yes! Listen! Then, all Jesus’ friends started talking in other languages! 

Choir:  Like this? Alleluia! Praise God! 

Luke:  Just like that! People in the streets heard them and hurried to the house. 

They were amazed! They said, 

Congregation:  “But they’re all Galileans! How come we understand them?” Choir: “We 

are from Parthia, Media and Elam, Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, 

Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Crete, Arabia and Libya.” 

Child:  And I’m from   

Luke:  

 

It was an amazing scene! But some onlookers made fun of the apostles. 

Bystander: You know what I think? You’ve all been drinking instead of 

praying! 

Luke:  But Peter, who was the leader, stood up and said, 

Peter:  

 

No, no, no! We’re completely sober! It’s nine in the morning, for goodness’ 

sake! No, what you’re seeing is what God promised through the prophet 
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   THE GIFT OF THE WORSTORY FOR ALL AGES 
ANTHEM “Breath of Spirit” Arr. Joseph Downing

     text by: Noni Bristol 

SERMON “The Joy of a Wake-Up Call” Pastor Eric 

*HYMN 286 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” insert, pp.  

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer. In an effort to pray in unison while 

respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle 

through the different versions over the course of a year. 

We will pray using “debts” through the end of summer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 

    

  

Joel a long time ago! 

Joel: 

 
In the last days, God says,  I will pour my Spirit out upon all flesh. Your 

sons and daughters shall prophesy, the young shall see visions, 

the old shall dream dreams. 

And everyone who calls on the name of God will be saved! 

Luke:  

 
And that’s the story of Pentecost! THE END! 

Child:  Hey! Wait a second! I wanna know what happened next! Did the friends of 

Jesus stop being afraid? 

Luke:  Well… you’re all friends of Jesus, aren’t you? 

Everyone:  Yes, we are! 

Luke:  Well, that’s a question you have to answer! 

Choir:  

 

A question we have to answer? Um….We’re going to need some help with 

that! 

Luke:  Then maybe we should pray! 

Everyone:  

 

Yes, maybe we should! “Come, Holy Spirit, come! Come, Holy Spirit, 

come! Come, Holy Spirit, come! Come, Holy Spirit, come!” 
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   OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO OFFERING 

OFFERTORY “Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove” Arr. Joseph Downing 

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

   Praise God, all creatures here below! 

   Praise God for all that love has done!  

   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

LITANY OF INTENT THE JOINING OF A NEW MEMBER David West 

 

 One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of baptism. These 

people have found nurture and support in the midst of the family of Christ. 

 Many: He has been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in our presence their 

covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the Christian church. 

 One: He is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and all our souls, and all 

our minds. God help us. 

 Many: He is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. God help us. 

 One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this 

time and place. 

 Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your spiritual home, and we 

celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

 One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to be Christ’s 

disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, 

and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? 

 

    Those joining: I promise, with the help of God. 

 

 Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the Christian faith? And 

do you promise, that so far as able, you will participate in the life of this church, by 

worshipping God with us, and offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this 

church and for the larger church of which this is a part? 

 

    Those joining:  I promise, with the help of God. 

 

 One: We welcome you with joy as a partner in the common life of this church, and we offer to you the 
hand of Christian love. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN 282 “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” insert, pg.  

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “French Folk Tune” Arr. Joseph Downing 

   Plymouth Bells 

 Thank You to Alice Hatt for leading the music while Joe Downing is away. 

 

    
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Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

917-804-2459 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Tara Sandlin, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Pratiksha Koirala, Church Administrator 

plymouthsyr.org office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

     Plymouth Runs On YOU  

USHER: Gert Danzy LITURGIST: John Hottenstein DEACON ON 

DUTY: Esther Zorn and Norman Hatt COUNTERS: Jennifer Hamlin-

Navias and Patty Brannan 

FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson – In memory of Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano 

Peterson. 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATORS: Tom Zorn 

 

 

Save the Date! 

The Arts and Crafts Festival is coming up! This is an "all hands-on deck" event, and we 

will need your help to offer Plymouth hospitality! 

Friday July 26-Sunday July 28 

(Also calling on Bakers to make cookies prior to the event.) Contact: 

Kelly Procopio - (315) 450-1023 kelly.tooley@gmail.com 
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 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against 

racism, white supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, 

indigenous people, workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a 

hurting world. We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

building a diverse, equitable, and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ 

which is love and compassion for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship. 

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out 

the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org. 
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