
 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  

 September 8, 2024 

  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  10:00 am – Worship 
 

 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
 

We are delighted you have come to worship with us if you are here for the first time or one-

thousandth time. At Plymouth you are welcome just as you are! no matter who you are or where you 

are on life’s journey. We strive to fully live into our mission of “welcoming all, growing in faith, and 

working for justice and peace.” Diversity is truly a gift to us here at Plymouth. It is a joy to worship 

together as one Body in Christ that may not think alike or look the same, understands Christianity and 

a life of faith in a variety of ways, and loves differently.  

 

Sunday Worship is a sacred blend of the traditional and the modern. We seek to nourish mind, body, 

and spirit through our singing, praying, preaching, and teaching. We strive to make the ancient story 

come alive for the soul of the modern world.  

 

You are invited to join us for Community Time for coffee, tea, and refreshments in Memorial Hall 

after worship, attend another gathering listed below, take a tour of the church, and more. There are 

many opportunities to engage and connect with this community, nourish your soul, serve God in this 

place and in the world, grow in faith, work for justice and peace.  

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

(More details and announcements available in the weekly e-newsletter or via the church office) 

 

Following Worship This Morning: 

• Thank you and farewell to Church Administrator Pat Koriala in Memorial Hall, with a Rally Day 

meal hosted by Joe Downing 

CELEBRATING OUR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Today following worship we’ll gather in 

Memorial Hall to thank Pat Koriala for her service as Church Administrator and wish her and her 

family well as they embark on the wonderful new journey of parenthood. Financial contributions 

(using the pew envelopes or making an electronic contribution via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org) towards a “purse” for Pat will be received through this Sunday, September 

8.  

 

HOUSING JUSTICE FORUM:  The work of housing justice continues!  A panel of some of our 

most active leaders in the community around I-81 will speak to us following worship on Sunday, 

September 22. 

 

mailto:giving@plymouthsyr.org


 

HELP REV. ANDREA STOECKEL: Hi, this is Andrea Stoeckel, and I need some help. Would 

anyone from church be willing to open their home to me for short term? I don't bite, shed or have 

fleas. I could help with cooking and maybe some cleaning and would be willing to offset some 

income. I'm on a lot of lists for possible apartments but there's a waiting time involved and my time in 

"safe housing" is almost up. I can be reached via email (revals125.as@gmail.com) or by phone (no 

voicemail but texting accepted) 315-925-2973.Thank you! 

 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Mon. September 9   Board of Trustees*, 6:15pm, Parlor 

• Tues. September 10  Board of Deacons*, 6:30pm, Adult Ed Room and via Zoom 

• Wed. September 11  Food Pantry, 2pm-4pm 

• Thurs. September 12 Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun. September 15  Worship, in-person in Sanctuary, and livestreamed on    

     Facebook and YouTube, and via telephone on Zoom** 

      Learning Community (during worship) 

        

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair who can 

receive your request for voice during the meeting and share online meeting information with you.  

 

**Call: 1-646-876-9923#; Meeting ID: 603 933 3178#; Participant ID: #; Password: 13202# 

 

 

  



 

 Order of Worship  

PRELUDE “Sonata I: Adagio”     Felix Mendelssohn 

*OPENING HYMN 7 “All People that on Earth Do Dwell” insert, pg. 7  

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah Whitton 

One:  The call to worship resounds in our lives; 

All: Vibrating in our hearts, stirring the comfort of our days. 

 One: We are called out —  

All: Challenged to recognize the shortcomings in our lives by our God who is always 

merciful and forgiving. 

 One:  We are called upon —  

All:  Encouraged to serve our compassionate God; to acknowledge the injustice in our 

world and to seek to push back against it. 

One:  We are called in —  

All:  Invited to worship our generous God, whose arms are always open, whose embrace 

is always waiting to enfold us in God’s love. Come, let us answer the call. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

 God of Mercy, we ask you to come mighty close, 

 for we are a divided world, 

 and we are not sure of our footing in this moment. 

 Steady us, and invite us 

 to “do unto others” in ways that build up  

 your kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven.  

 We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Center That Holds, 

 and in the power of the Spirit That Transforms. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

*LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (Unison)                                                        

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the 

Indigenous People, on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.” 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

BLESSING OF THE BAGS  Pastor Eric and Emily Evans 

Following the Blessing of the Bags, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for 

Learning Community 

SCRIPTURE Luke 6:31-36  

ANTHEM “There Is A Brotherhood” Frank Loesser 

SERMON “The Call to Uncommon Courage” Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson 



 

*HYMN 286 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” insert, pp. 8 & 9 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2024. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 

  

OFFERTORY “We All Stand Together” Paul McCartney 

 

*DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 
   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN 543 “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” insert, pg. 10 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE “The Prince of Denmark’s March” Jeremiah Clarke 

   

  



 
 

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHER:  George Bain   LITURGIST:  Sarah Whitton 

  DEACONS ON DUTY:  Kathy Ferro and Frank Leonard 

COMMUNITY TIME HOST:  Heather Evans 

  COUNTER: Sarah Whitton 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR:  Kailyn Wright 

 

 

 

 

 

 Music Notes for Sunday, September 8, 2024  

Welcome back to the Plymouth Choir!  We have an exciting year coming up, highlighted by our trip to France 

and Germany over the Thanksgiving break to visit the church of our former intern Pastor Anneke Peereboom.  

(If you would like to show your appreciation for our choir by making a donation for this trip, you can do so by 

indicating “Choir trip” on your donation.) 

We begin our service today with the slow movement of the first organ sonata by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-

1847.)  Mendelssohn’s grandfather was a prominent Jewish scholar who advocated for Jews becoming part of 
the larger society around them.  Mendelssohn’s father converted to Christianity (possibly to facilitate business 

and banking interests.)  Mendelssohn wrote the oratorio St. Paul and The Reformation Symphony on Christian 

themes. 

Our theme for the day is “Blue and Red Make Purple,” so we’re singing There Is A Brotherhood from the 

musical How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying by Frank Loesser (1910-1969.) 

There is a brotherhood of man, a benevolent brotherhood of man; 

A noble tie that binds all human hearts and minds into one brotherhood of man. 
There is a sisterhood we share of benevolent sisters everywhere; 

Oh aren’t you proud to be in that sorority that is the sisterhood we share. 

Oh! That noble feeling; feels like bells are pealing! Down with double dealing! 

You, you got me; Me, I got you! The brotherhood of man! 

Paul McCartney’s (b. 1942) song, We All Stand Together, was written for the animated film Rupert and the 

Frog Song. The original recording was done by the King’s Singers, and the choir to St. Paul’s Cathedral.  

Besides the lyrics, there are a lot of silly sounds mimicking a frog chorus. 

Win or lose, sink or swim, One thing is certain, we'll never give in 

Side by side, hand in hand, We all stand together 

Play the game, fight the fight; But what's the point on a beautiful night? 

Arm in arm, hand in hand, We all stand together 

Win or lose, sink or swim, One thing is certain, we'll never give in 

Arm in arm, hand in hand, We all stand together 

Jeremiah Clarke (c. 1674-1707) originally wrote his Trumpet Voluntary for harpsichord, possibly dedicated to 

the marriage of the Prince of Denmark with Princess Anne of England.  It is the most popular of the dozens of 

trumpet pieces from the English baroque, and remains popular for weddings and other festive events (like Rally 

Sunday!) 

Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 



 
 

 

     Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 
 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

• Resources for Children:  Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary.   We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family.   To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill 

out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org











