Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Service of the Word

October 13, 2024

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 am — Worship

& \Welcome to Plymouth «&

We are delighted you have come to worship with us if you are here for the first time or one-
thousandth time. At Plymouth you are welcome just as you are! no matter who you are or where you
are on life’s journey. We strive to fully live into our mission of “welcoming all, growing in faith, and
working for justice and peace.” Diversity is truly a gift to us here at Plymouth. It is a joy to worship
together as one Body in Christ that may not think alike or look the same, understands Christianity and
a life of faith in a variety of ways, and loves differently.

Sunday Worship is a sacred blend of the traditional and the modern. We seek to nourish mind, body,
and spirit through our singing, praying, preaching, and teaching. We strive to make the ancient story
come alive for the soul of the modern world.

You are invited to join us for Community Time for coffee, tea, and refreshments in Memorial Hall
after worship, attend another gathering listed below, take a tour of the church, and more. There are
many opportunities to engage and connect with this community, nourish your soul, serve God in this
place and in the world, grow in faith, work for justice and peace.
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Opportunities to Grow and Serve
(More details and announcements available in the weekly e-newsletter or via the church office)

Following Worship This Morning:
e Community Time, Memorial Hall

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

Pastor Eric will be on vacation Monday-Wednesday and Thursday-Sunday will be participating in the
Fall Meeting of the United Church of Christ Board of Directors. Rev. Dave Pasinski will be available
for Pastoral Care emergencies Monday-Wednesday and David West will be available the rest of the
week.

e Mon. October 14, Indigenous Peoples’ Day OFFICE IS CLOSED
*Board of Trustees, 6:15-7:45pm, Parlor

e Tues. October 15 *Church Council, 5:30-7pm, Parlor

e Wed. October 16 Food Pantry, 2-4pm

e Thurs. October 17 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary
No Choir Rehearsal

e Sat. October 19 Youth Group, 5-6:30pm, 3™ Floor Community Rm.

e Sun. October 20 Worship, in-person in Sanctuary, and livestreamed on

Facebook and YouTube
Learning Community (during worship)

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair
who can receive your request for voice during the meeting and share online meetings information with
you.

Special Youth Group Announcement: There will be a pumpkin painting event held at Plymouth on
Saturday, 10/19/24 from 5:00-6:30pm in the third-floor Learning Community Room.

Farewell to Pastor Eric: As we prepare to send Pastor Eric to new environs, we will celebrate his
ministry with Plymouth on his last day with us, Sunday, November 3, 2024. All are asked to
contribute towards a farewell purse to thank Pastor Eric for his ministry among us. You can place cash
in an envelope or deliver a check with "Thank You, Pastor Eric" in the memo line. You can also give
through PayPal to giving@plymouthsyr.org

Additionally, we will celebrate with Pastor Eric during community time on November 3, 2024.

NEWS FROM SAGE: SAGE’S Upstate Community Dinner, Saturday October 19 at the Harrison
Center, All Saints Church festivities start at 5:30pm. $25 donation suggested. Reserve at
sageupstate.org/events with a charge card.
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& Order of Worship «&

PRELUDE “From an Indian Lodge” Edward MacDowell
WORDS OF WELCOME Dave Pasinski
*OPENING HYMN 3 “Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works” insert, pg. 10
*CALL TO WORSHIP Marcus Smith

One: We gather today, O loving God, holding in heart so many suffering in our country
and throughout the world.

All:  We know we are extremely limited creatures who can do so little... But we can do
something!

One: We thank you, Fathering and Mothering God, for courage to act even with our
limitations.

All:  Lead us, Spirit of hope, to celebrate in this liturgy your blessing and your challenge.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (In unison)

O God, you suffer with the many, many displaced and those who have died in our nation
due to the hurricanes. You suffer with the Israeli families marking this sad anniversary of
the October 7 attack and as Jewish brothers and sisters throughout the world celebrate
their “Day of Atonement,” Yom Kippur.

You suffer with the tens of thousands of Palestinian and Lebanese peoples who have been
killed and even more who have been maimed in this terrible conflict.

And we come here during these events in our own precarious and toxic political moment,
and -personally- also with the burden that weighs down each of our hearts. Yet we
profess to be a people of faith and want to call upon you, Lord of life, to be with all those
who suffer; to give courage to all those who help in so many ways; and to give us the
insight and energy that we need to motivate us in our own ways to continue building up
this beautiful and fractured world. Amen

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (In unison)

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee,
the Indigenous People, on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Peace be with you.
All:  And, also with you.

*SONG OF PRAISE GLORIA PATRI

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

THE GIFT OF THE WORD

STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans
Following the Story, children — preschool through grade 5 will depart for Learning Community

SCRIPTURE Mark 10:17-31

*Please stand if you are able.




ANTHEM “It Is Well” Mack Wilberg

SERMON “The Choice is Always Ours” David Pasinski

*HYMN 448 “Take My Life, God, Let It Be” insert, pg. 11
THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER

CALL TO PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have
prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.
We will pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2024.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO OFFERING

Throughout the rest of October, we will receive the Neighbors in Need offering. This is a
special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports the Council for American
Indian Ministries and UCC Justice and Witness Ministries.

Please write “NIN” on the memo line of your check or use the special envelopes in the pews.

OFFERTORY “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee” Jody Lindh
*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done!

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN 24 “The God of Abraham Praise” insert, p . 12
*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT

POSTLUDE “Leoni” Stephen Kemp

Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
plymouthsyr.org «s office@plymouthsyr.org



mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs on YOU «&

USHER: George Bain LITURGIST: Marcus Smith
DEACONS ON DUTY: Esther Zorn and Leslie Lawrence
COUNTERS: Patty Brannan and Elaine Wolf
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn
COMMUNITY TIME: Heather Evans

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP: You can beautify the sanctuary on Sunday mornings by providing
flowers in celebration of an occasion of your choosing! You pick a specific Sunday and send in a
check for $35 to Plymouth Church with “flowers” noted in the memo line. (We order the flowers for
you!). Sign up ONLINE through Plymouth’s website or call the church office no later than the
Monday of the week of your choosing. (See weekly newsletter for full instructions for signing up
online.)

Music Notes for Sunday, October 13t 2024

This week our reading is about dedicating all to God, while we also note Indigenous People’s Day, and the
Jewish High Holidays which culminated yesterday with Yom Kippur.

Our prelude is a work by Edward MacDowell (1860-1908). MacDowell was born in New York City but
studied music in Germany. Many of his compositions reflect upon life in America, such as his New England
Idylls and our prelude.

Our opening hymn is the first hymn by a Native American to be sung widely. It was written by a
French/Dakotan fur trader, Joseph Renville (1779-1846) who composed both text and tune.

Our anthem is a powerful arrangement of the well-known hymn When Peace Like a River. Mack Wilberg (b.
1955) is Director of the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square. (We were classmates as undergraduates.)

Our sermon hymn reflects our reading today, which emphasizes dedicating all to God.

Our offertory anthem is based on a hymn by Georg Neumark (1621-1681) who lived during the Thirty Years
Was (1618-1648) when the population of his native country was reduced from about sixteen million to six. In
spite of the devastation surrounding him, he left his hometown to study law in Kénigsberg (present day
Kaliningrad in Russia). On the way, he was attacked by robbers who stole everything he had, except for his
prayerbook, and a small amount of money sewn into his clothing. He was homeless and without income for
two years until he found a job as a tutor. This happy employment led him to write this hymn. Shortly after, he
again lost all he had in a fire. The most common harmony used for this hymn is the one by Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685-1750) who used the harmonic vocabulary of his times. Our harmonization of the tune is by Jody
Lindh who was Director of Music at University Park United Methodist Church in Dallas. Lindh uses some
baroque-sounding harmonies at first, but then moves into a harmonic language definitely from the twentieth
century. The text is #410 in our hymnal.

Our closing hymn is a Christian text set to an ancient Jewish hymn Yigdal which is also based on the text from
Exodus, “I am the God of thy Father, the God of Abraham.” The original composer, Daniel ben Judah, lived in
Rome in the mid-1300s.

Stephen Kemp (d.2015) was a pediatrician in Little Rock, Arkansas who wrote our postlude. He once said, “I
make my living as a physician, but | consider myself first a composer.”
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Let’s face the fact of our human mortality together
with less fear and more curiosity, \
with less euphemism and more reality,
with less conformity and more creativity.
Maybe you are experiencing more death anxiety
than you are comfortable with...
Maybe you want to learn more about end of life
because you want to explore mortality more...

DwDC explores mortality in community. It is an opportunity

to learn, share, and deepen your own understanding of what

death means to you and how you want to approach death --
particularly your own.

*DwDC is not a bereavement or grief support group.
While it may be healing of the human condition,
the nature of the DwDC is not specifically therapeutic.*

DATE WITH DEATH CLUB

Our first session is Monday October 21st at 1pm-3:30pm
May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society
3800 East Genesee St

Additional dates:
11.4,11.18,12.9,1223,1.13,1.27, 2.10, 2.24,
3.17,3.31,4.14,4.28,5.12,5.19

Details and Signup Form

Curriculum developed by
Karen G. Johnston, MSW, MDiv



& Welcome to Plymouth «&
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org.

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.
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GOD

Wakantanka Taku Nitawa 3
(Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works)

Dakota hymn, Joseph R. Renville, 1842 Ps. 104:24-25; Jer. 10:12-13; 2 Esd. 16:56-60
Paraphr. by R. Philip Frazier, 1929; alt.
For another franslation, see 34]

Optional hand-drum rhythm: « ¢ ¢
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Prabably the best-known Native American hymn, “Many and Tune: LACQUIPARLE 9699956,
Greas” is sung with great reverence by the Dakota people in Native American melody { Dakota)
worship, at communion, and for birtks, funerals, and burials. Adapt. Joseph R. Renville, 1842
Renville heiped establish the Lac qui Parle mission in Minnesota. Harm. James R. Murray, 1877

Fratier, 4 Nasive American, was a Congregational minister.



Take My Life, God, Let It Be

448

I 1 I

Frances R, Havergal, 1874; alt. Rom. 12:1
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2 Takemy spir-it, let it move at the im-pulse of your love.
3 Takemy will; your will be done! Make your will and mine be  one.
4 Takemy love and help it grow; let my lov-ing ov-er - flow.
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Frances R. Havergal wrote her hymn following a visit 1o Areley

House in Worcestershire, England. Among the ten persons at the
house were “some unconverted . , . some converted but not

rejoicing.” Before she left, “everyone had got a blessing.”

I

Tune: VIENNA 7.77.7.
Justin H. Knecht, 1797
Alternate tune: HENDON



GOD

24

Gen. 12:1; 17:15-16; Exod. 3:14; Isa. 44:6; Rev. 4:8

Yigdal Elohim Chai
(The God of Abraham Praise)

Moses Maimonides, 12th century
Versification atirib. to Daniel ben Judah, c. 1400
Transl. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann, 1884; ali.
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1 The God of A -braham praise. all prais - es to God’s name.
2 God’s spir - it free - ly flows, high surg - ing where it will;
3 God has e - ter - nal life im - plant-ed in the soul;
4 The God of Sar - ah praise, all prais - es to God’s name,
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