Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Service of Word and Sacrament
March 2, 2025

Transfiguration Sunday

10:00 am — Worship

@ Welcome to Plymouth -6

Wisdom of the Week (Psalm 121)

1 Iifi up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come fiom?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

3 God will not let your foot slip—
the One who watches over you will not slumber;
* indeed, the shepherd of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

I The Lord watches over you—
the Lord is vour shade at your right hand;
O the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.

" The Lord will keep you firom all harm—
and will watch over your life;
S the Lord will watch over your coming and your going
both now and forevermore.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

Be still ... and aware of God'’s presence
within you and all around you.

PRELUDE “There Is a Spirit” Ned Rorem
GREETING Craig French
CALL TO WORSHIP (from a poem by Michael Hudson) Mary Jureller
One: Holy One, You call us out of the ordinariness of our daily lives to spend this hour with
You.

All:  We come joyfully, with open hearts, to be renewed in your presence and
in that of this community.

One: As Jesus withdrew from the crowds and the bustle of daily life to pray,

All:  We, too, recognize our need for prayer in order to walk in the paths
You have set for us.

One: When mountains rise up before us, we call upon Your grace, dear God,

All:  To find our way to the summit where You beckon and await us.

One: “Guide us now and guide us always, God of pilgrimage and peak.

All:  Source of all that draws and drives us, Sum of everything we seek.”
*HYMN 182 “We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding” insert, pg. 10
*PASSING OF THE PEACE Craig French
OPENING PRAYER Craig French

All:  We stand before you, O God, a thankful and forgiven people.
We await your Word of grace, given to us in sacred scripture.
Open our ears to hear your message today.
Open our minds to contemplate its deepest meaning.
Open our hearts and our hands to put it into practice
for a world yearning for a manifestation of your enduring love. Amen

THE GIFT OF THE WORD

STORY FOR ALL AGES “Alleluia” Emily Evans
Following the story, children preschool through
grade 5 will depart for Learning Community.

SCRIPTURE Exodus 34: 29-35 Craig French
Luke 9: 28-36 Mary Jureller

ANTHEM “This Is My Beloved Son” Kurt Nystedt
MESSAGE “Who is this Jesus who Calls Us to Discipleship?” Mary Jureller
*HYMN (by Bob Hurd) “Transfigure Us, Lord” insert, pg. 11

*Please stand as you are able.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



All: O holy God, Immortal, Invisible, all-loving Creator -- we stand before you as your
beloved children, full of gratitude for all your gifts. Yet we also know our
dependence on you at every moment and in the face of every mountain on the path
before us. Hear our prayers and give us the graces we need:

. When we are challenged by the actions of political leaders that appear to violate our deepest
values, may we reject complacency and resist the temptation to acquiesce out of fear or
resignation, we pray People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

. When people who call themselves Christians appear to have strayed from the basic teachings
of Jesus, may we stand up for the vision of the Sermon on the Mount with courage and
humility, we pray  People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

. When Mother Earth cries out to us in distress, over the ways we ignore her needs and endanger
her ability to sustain life, may we rouse ourselves to effective action on her behalf, we pray
People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

In the face of widespread violence, starvation and death in many parts of the world, may we
take effective action --in concert with others --to come to the aid of those who are suffering,
we pray People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

For all who are sick and have asked us to pray for them — especially, Pope Francis, Andrea,
Susan and her husband, Mack, Kathleen, Sue, Tad, Andrea, Joan, Sasha, Betty, Mable, Geri,
Laura, Andrew, Harvey and others we now call to mind and name . . .. [pause]

May we find ways to offer them support and encouragement, we pray
People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

For all who have died recently and or are dying now, . .. especially [pause] . . .,

as well as their caregivers and bereaved family and friends, may they know deeply God’s love
for them and be encouraged by our supportive presence, we pray

People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

For our Plymouth community that we may do the hard work of renewal in this time of
transition, with courage and attentiveness to the needs of all, we pray

People: Transfigure Us, O Lord.

All: Receive our prayers, we ask, O God, as a sign of our faith in You. And grant us the
graces we need on our journey. We pray in the assurance you have given us in the
face of our suffering and in the hope of the glory you have promised us. And we ask
this in Jesus’ name, who together with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns
forever. Amen



THE LORD’S PRAYER

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
OFFERING

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly
ministry to some of the most vulnerable in our community. To contribute, please write a
check payable to Plymouth Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the memo line or note
“Food Pantry” on the offering envelope in the pews or click on the “Donate” link on
Plymouth’s website and choose “Food Pantry” from the drop-down menu.

OFFERTORY “Shine, Jesus, Shine” Graham Kendrick

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, who made all people one,
whose healing work is never done,
who calls us steadfast to abide

in mercy at each other’s side.

SERVICE OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION PRAYER

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Please walk to the front of the sanctuary where deacons will offer you the bread and the cup.
Sealed packets of the elements are also available - just let the server know if you prefer that
option. Please take the bread and cup back to your seat where we will eat and drink together.

*CLOSING HYMN 1 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” insert, pg. 12
*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT
POSTLUDE “Sortie” Albert Alain

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator

Church Office « office@plymouthsyr.org



mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs on YOU «&

USHER: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine
LITURGIST: Pastor Craig French
DEACONS ON DUTY: Leslie Lawrence and Kailyn Wright
FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson - In memory of
Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano Peterson.
COMMUNION COORDINATOR: Kathy Ferro
COMMUNION SERVERS: Leslie Lawrence, Kailyn Wright and Esther Zorn
COUNTERS: Susan Hawks and Jennifer Hamlin-Navias
COMMUNITY TIME: Pancake Brunch, downstairs
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

Please join us after the service downstairs in Kirtland Hall for our Annual Pancake Brunch provided
by the Board of Christian Formation, followed by a Congregational Meeting to elect our Pastor
Search Committee.

Today we welcome: Mary Jureller as our Guest Speaker.

Today: We will introduce Plymouth’s newest staff member to you. Isabel Fontaine will be our
Nursery worker. We are so excited! Be sure to introduce yourself to her. The Nursery will open next
Sunday March 9.

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

e Tue. March 4 Urban Task Force Mtg. 4pm, Parlor

e Wed. March 5 Food Pantry, 2-4pm
Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm, Kirtland Hall

e Thu. March 6 Bell Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary, 5:30pm
Choir rehearsal, Memorial Hall, 7pm
e Sun. March 9 Worship, Sanctuary and online, 10am

Learning Community, upstairs (during worship)
Book discussion (session 1), A Full-Hearted Life

Music Notes for Sunday, March 2"9, 2025

This week our music takes a distinct turn as we move from celebrating African American History
Month to celebrating Transfiguration.

Ned Rorem (1923-2022) was one of the most important American composers of the twentieth century.
He was especially noted for his songs for solo voice. Our prelude is the fourth of eleven movements
of his work for organ “A Quaker Reader.” Rorem was born a Quaker, and he spoke about the
dichotomy of practicing a religion known for silence and being a musician whose life revolved around
sound. The piece takes its title from a quote by James Naylor, who was one of the first Quakers in
England: There is a spirit which | feel that delights to do no evil, nor to revenge any wrong, but
delights to endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end.

Shortly after writing this, Naylor was mugged and left in a field. He died a few days later in 1660.

Kurt Nystedt (1915-2014) was a Norwegian composer. He was the organist at the Torshov Church in
Oslo from 1955-1982.



He was still speaking when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them,
and the voice from the cloud said,
“This is my beloved with whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him.”
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) is the son of a Baptist preacher who has been active in Christian
Contemporary Music for decades. Our offertory anthem, Shine, Jesus, Shine is his best-known
work.

Lord the light of your face is shining; in the midst of the darkness shining.

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us.

Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine. Fill this land with our God’s great glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our heart on fire.

Flow river flow, Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word Lord and let there be light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence from the shadows into your radiance.
By the blood I may enter your brightness. Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me.

As we gaze on your royal brightness, so our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me.



Early Registration Now Open! You are invited to join two special interfaith events in
March and April. Both events are free.

For more information please call The Rise Center at 315-552-1544.

' 4 Muslim Families of the
" '\.

i G‘NY RISE Center are hosting

."A |f:rars (dinners to break fast)
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o‘ in their home this Ramadan

Ramadan 2025
March 1-March 30
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https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tVP1zc0zEhKyrIws0gxYLRSNaiwsEyxTDMxMTQzSTJISjExtTKoSE1OM0hMNU2zTLIwNU9MTfLiT86rVCjKLE5VSE7NK0ktAgDPiBVu&q=cny+rise+center&rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1098US1098&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEggCEC4YJxivARjHARjqAhiOBTIJCAAQIxgnGOoCMgkIARAjGCcY6gIyEggCEC4YJxivARjHARjqAhiOBTIJCAMQIxgnGOoCMgkIBBAjGCcY6gIyCQgFECMYJxjqAjIJCAYQIxgnGOoCMgkIBxAjGCcY6gLSAQkzODQ0ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBd9-nBbV1FYU8QXffpwW1dRWFA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

SUNDAY
APRIL 27
1-7PM

*Includes dinner

ANNUAL

LEARNING TOGETHER
WITH OUR NEIGHBORS

A collaboration of

All Saints Church
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ

CNY Rise Center

Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas

Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church
Plymouth Congregational Church

St. Lucy’s Church

This event will be held at Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas in Jamesville, NY. Use this URL
to register:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexPoKkp2PEsgoTXa0R7syCyN2L Gr9pmB7Maclt7vw
XcTp9BQ/viewform?usp=header

For further information, please contact Kirsten Hubel, Craig French or the church office.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexPoKkp2PEsgoTXa0R7syCyN2LGr9pmB7Maclt7vwXcTp9BQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexPoKkp2PEsgoTXa0R7syCyN2LGr9pmB7Maclt7vwXcTp9BQ/viewform?usp=header

& Welcome to Plymouth «&

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org.

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live in to our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact the church office at office@plymouthsyr.org.
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TRANSFIGURATION

182 We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding

Matr. 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36 Carl P. Daw, Jy, 195,
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TRANSFIGURE Us, O LORD
Acc #599/ CP4 #518 Bob Hurd
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Text: Based on Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9;28b-36.
Text and music © 2002, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.








