
 

  

 
 

 Weekly Wisdom   
 

"If you want to walk in the Way of Jesus, you are going to have to take up your cross daily. He's not 

talking about grand martyrdom here. He's talking about lives that put our self-interest aside and 

choose self-sacrificial love in a way that's not rewarded, in fact may be punished, by the power 

structures of the day. Taking up your cross and following Jesus means not capitulating to exploitation 

and power hoarding just because that is 'the way it's done.' And when you realize, 'Oh s---, that's going 

to cost me something'—a promotion, an election, some profit, some power—the gospels are there to 

agree with you. 'Right. Because it's a cross.'" 

(Bekah McNeel) 

 

 

"Trusting in God means remembering the stories of our faith for the perseverance of the work ahead.... 

The story of God is the eternal story that is still unfolding. It binds us together across losses and gains, 

violence and justice. To be confident in the face of evil and oppression, to find shelter in the Sacred, to 

trust that foes of Love will stumble and fall—this requires us to remember we are part of the whole 

story of God." 

(enfleshed.com) 
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 Order of Worship    

 

   

 

 

 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 

Be still … and aware of God’s presence … in you and around you. 

PRELUDE “Prelude on the Passion Chorale” Dietrich Buxtehude 

GREETING  Craig French 

INTROIT 793 “Santo, Santo, Santo” insert, pg.   

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Lisa Hancock)  Leela George                                                                                                                                              

One: Children of God, when you are surrounded on every side by shadows that frighten 

and voices that deride and confuse, what do you say? 

All:           God is our light and our salvation! Whom shall we fear? 

One:         When threats bombard you from every corner, stealing the security and peace you 

long for, what do you say? 

All:           God is the stronghold of our lives! Of whom shall we be afraid? 

One:          When anxiety and loneliness overwhelm and you don’t know who or what to trust 

any more, what do you say? 

All:  Hope in the Lord! Be strong. Let your heart take courage. 

One:  Because God knows our suffering. God makes a home among us, welcoming us to 

come home to God and one another. 
All:  Come! Let us worship God who hides us in the day of trouble and conceals us 

together under the cover of the tent of Love. 

*HYMN 6 “Sing Praise to God”  (verses 1,3,4,5)      insert,  pg.  !    

*PASSING OF THE PEACE   

A LITANY FOR THOSE IN NEED (Lisa Hancock, adapted) Leela George 

One: Loving God, we pray for those in our community who are bombarded with troubles 

and surrounded on all sides by threats to their well-being, their livelihood, and their 

thriving. 

All:  God, be their shelter in the time of storm. 

One:  We pray for those in our community who long for peace, who are burnt out, shut out, 

emptied out, and ready to hide out because it all feels like too much. 

All:  God, be their shelter in the time of storm. 

One:  We pray for those in our world who can’t remember ever feeling safe, 

who—after years of violence and unrest—can’t imagine a day, a week, a year without fighting. 

All:  God, be their shelter in the time of storm. 

One:  God, teach us to be your sanctuary in the world. Give us the courage to make peace, 

extend care, and provide for the thriving of all who wonder how they will even 

survive. 

All:  Help us be their shelter in the time of storm. 

 

  *Please stand as you are able. 



 

 

  A TIME OF SILENCE  

  WORDS OF GRACE AND COMFORT 

   THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

  STORY FOR ALL AGES  Emily Evans 

Following the story, children preschool through 

grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

  SCRIPTURE Luke 13:31-35 Leela George 

  ANTHEM “Benedictus” G.P. da Palestrina 

  MESSAGE “Living with Fear” Craig French 

*HYMN 493 “O Jesus, I Have Promised” insert,  pg. !     

  PRAYER & BLESSING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

   (This is one of several versions that we rotate through the year. 

    You may pray this or other wording familiar to you.) 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

  CALL TO ACTION  

  OFFERING  

  OFFERTORY “Adoramus Te” G. P. da Palestrina 

*DOXOLOGY 

    Praise God throughout these forty days; 

   Praise Jesus Christ, whom God did raise; 

   And praise the Spirit who imparts 

   God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  INTRODUCTION OF INTERIM CONSULTANT, REV. ARLEN VERNAVA 

  BLESSING AND COMMISSIONING OF THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 

*HYMN 407 “How Firm a Foundation”          insert, p""  #                     

*BENEDICTION 

  CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT                      

  POSTLUDE “Prelude in e minor” J. S. Bach 

 

    

    

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

USHER: Gert Danzy LITURGIST: Leela George 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Andrea Abbott and Arne Hook 

NURSERY CAREGIVER: Isabel Fontaine 

COMMUNITY TIME: Kathy Ferro and Dawn Franits 

COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Elaine Wolf 

FLOWERS: Are given in memory of Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and  

Franklin Delano Peterson, by Bernie Peterson. 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today Community time (after worship), Memorial Hall 
  Walking the Labyrinth, Kirtland Hall 
  Lenten book discussion: A Full-Hearted Life (Parlor) 

  Session 2: Chapters 3 & 4 

• Tues. March 18  Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor* 

• Wed. March 19 Food Pantry, 2-4pm 

• Thur. March 20 Bell Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary, 5:30pm 

  Choir rehearsal, Memorial Hall, 7pm 

•  Sun.   March 23 Worship, Sanctuary and online, 10am 

   Lenten book discussion, Parlor, 11:15am 

 (A Full-Hearted Life) Session 3: Chapter 5 

Please join us after the service in Memorial Hall for Community Time. Grab a cup of coffee and 

join our Lenten book discussion in the Parlor. 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair 

who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 

Looking ahead: Volunteers are needed with the moving of Plymouth’s food pantry from the second 

floor to the basement. Saturday March 22nd .  Time? TBD 

Possible re-routing: The 12th running of the Syracuse Half Marathon will be on Sunday March 23rd. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help move the Sanctuary furniture after worship on Sunday 

March 30th. 

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you 

park.  Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also, 

please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is to be used to get 

to another area in the parking lot.  If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of 

legitimate parking spaces. Thank you. 

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 
 

Office  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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What is that pretty bird on the Altar? 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Since we are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tags during the Service and at 

Community Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new 

or just visiting. 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family.   To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill 

out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live in to our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

The Sankofa bird is a mythical  

bird that represents the 

importance of learning from  

the past to create a better 

future: The bird is a symbol of 

the principle of Sankofa which 

reminds us to be intentional 

about carefully reviewing the 

past, gathering good lessons, 

and using them to inform future 

directions in our work together to 

understand the legacy of white 

supremacy culture and stand 

against racism. 
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LITANY FOR COMMISSIONING A PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE  

Address to the Committee Members:  

Siblings in Christ, you have committed yourselves to a significant leadership task on behalf of the 

entire congregation. In recognition of the importance of your work, we pause to express our gratitude 

and to remind ourselves that you do not undertake this task alone; you will be guided by the power 

and presence of the Holy Spirit, the prayerful support of the members of this church, and the 

assistance of the United Church of Christ through the Association and Conference.  

Committee Members:  

As those who will serve on the Pastoral Search Committee for Plymouth Congregational Church, 

we promise to perform faithfully the vital task of searching for a new pastor.  We pledge, with 

God’s guidance and your prayers, to be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit in all we do, say, 

and decide.  

We will endeavor:  

• to establish a harmonious working relationship within our committee; 

• to maintain consistent attendance at our Search Committee meetings; 

• to be open and patient listeners to each other, to the congregation and our 

neighborhood; 

• to listen carefully to your hopes and dreams as we consult with you, the members, in 

the development of a description of our church community, along with the style of 

pastoral leadership we seek; 

• to maintain strict confidentiality in all we read, say, and hear—protecting both the 

privacy of each other and of potential candidates; 

• to review all profiles with open minds and hearts, treating all candidates fairly and 

justly; 

• to seek decisions not made by majority rule, but by the coming together of minds, 

hearts, and souls in a consensus that will build a firm foundation for the effective future 

mission and ministry of this church. 

People:  

WE PLEDGE, AS A GATHERED COMMUNITY OF FAITH, TO BE PATIENT WITH YOU AND 

TO RESPECT YOUR NEED TO BE CONFIDENTIAL IN YOUR TASK. WE RECOGNIZE THAT 

THE WORK OF A SEARCH COMMITTEE IS A DIFFICULT ASSIGNMENT AND WILL TAKE 

MUCH EFFORT. WE WILL PRAY FOR YOU AND OFFER OUR SUPPORT AND WORDS 

OF ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGHOUT THIS TIME. THESE THINGS WE PROMISE IN 

HOPE AND BELIEF THAT YOU WILL BE FAITHFUL TO THE GUIDANCE OF GOD’S 

SPIRIT, AS YOU SEEK A NEW PASTOR TO MINISTER AMONG US, WITH US, AND FOR 

US. 

Closing Prayer 

 



 

 

Music Notes for Sunday, March 16th, 2025 

 

Lent is a time of reflection.  Our music turns to the more serious classic repertoire.   

 

Our two anthems are both by Giovanna Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594).  There is no 

composer whose music more defines an historic period than Palestrina.  In every accredited school of 

music in the country, there is a course on how to write like Palestrina (usually called Sixteenth Century 

Counterpoint and required by the accreditation board for music.)  We think today that music is purely 

defined by taste – that if you like something, then it’s fine and dandy, but in the sixteenth century music 

was regarded as something noble and concrete, and taste was clearly defined.  For example, one must 

NEVER begin two notes at the same time that are a second, a fourth, or a seventh apart – this would 

create a harsh sound that would offend sensitive ears.  Believe me, students struggle with learning to be 

this sensitive, but the final result is a music that is pure, never harsh, and often has an otherworldly 

beauty.  I find it interesting that at the same time that Martin Luther was introducing the idea of 

congregational singing – often of former drinking songs! – the official reaction of the Roman church 

was to produce gorgeous music that could only be sung by professionally trained choirs.  We benefit 

today by enjoying both styles of music in our worship services. 

 

Anthem: 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 

 

Offertory Anthem: 

Adoramus te Christe et bendicimus tibi,  

quia per sanctum crucem tuam redemisti mundum,  

qui passus es pro nobis, Domine, miserere nobis. 

 

We adore you, Christ, and we bless you,  

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world,  

and you have suffered for us. Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

The so-called Passion Chorale probably began as a drinking song, but it was used for 

congregational singing in northern Europe with a variety of texts long before Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-

1707) wrote our prelude.  J. S. Bach (1685-1750), who had walked two hundred miles to study with 

Buxtehude, used it ten times in his monumental Passion According to St. Matthew, thus cementing its 

connection to Lent and Holy Week.  

 














