
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 Weekly Wisdom  

 

The Road Not Taken  

Robert Frost 

"Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, And both that morning equally lay, 

And sorry I could not travel both,  In fields no step had trodden black, 

And being one traveler long I stood,  Oh I kept the first for another day 

And looked down one as far as I could And knowing how way leads onto way, 

To where it bent in the undergrowth.  I doubted if I should ever come back. 

Then took the other as just as faire  I shall be telling this with a sigh 

And having by chance the better claim Somewhere ages and ages hence, 

Because it was grassy and wanted wear Two roads diverged in a yellow wood   

And as for that the passing there  and I, I took the one less traveled by, 

Had worn them really about the same. and that has made all the difference.”  

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (adapted) 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So, if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All 

this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to (GOD) self, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So, we are ambassadors 

for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
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   Order of Worship 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 

   Be still … and aware of God’s presence … in you and around you. 

  

  PRELUDE        “Two Preludes on the Passion Chorale”         Johann Walther 

     J. S. Bach 

  GREETING AND PASSING OF THE PEACE  Rick Cowles 

   INTROIT 793  “Santo, Santo, Santo”                                        insert, pg. 11  

  CALL TO WORSHIP   (Psalm 16: 5-9, 11, adapted)  

 One: (God) is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
All:      The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly 

heritage. 
 One:     I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

All:      I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved. 

One:    Therefore, my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 
All:  You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your 

right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

*HYMN  491  “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” insert, pg. 12  

  A LITANY OF CONFESSION AND INTROSPECTION (Psalm 32:3-6 adapted)  

One:  I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’, 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

All:  While I kept silence, my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 

One:  Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 

All:  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

One:  Then (we) acknowledged (our) sin(s) to you, 
 and I did not hide my iniquity. 

  A TIME OF SILENCE  

  WORDS OF GRACE AND COMFORT (Psalm 32:1-2, 7, 11) 

One:  Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 

All:  Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

Please Rise if you are able. 



 

One:  You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

All:  Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

    THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

  STORY FOR ALL AGES               Emily Evans 

 Following the story, children preschool through 

 grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

   SCRIPTURE         Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

  ANTHEM  “The Penitent”  Beardsley Van de Water 

    Klark Johnson, soprano 

  MESSAGE  “The Path that Makes all the Difference”             Rick Cowles 

 *HYMN  202  “O God, How We Have Wandered” insert, pg. 13  

  PRAYER & BLESSING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

On the last Sunday of the month, we pray this Māori version of the Lord’s Prayer, using contemporary, 

inclusive language. It is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 

   CALL TO ACTION  

   OFFERING   Craig French 

Today we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.   
This special offering enables our church and our worldwide partners to provide immediate aid and long-

term support to people experiencing hunger, thirst, disaster, or crisis around the world. 
  

To contribute, please make a check out to Plymouth Church and write “OGHS” in the memo line or place 

your offering in the special envelopes found in the pews. 

 

   OFFERTORY  “Go Not Far From Me”  Niccolò Antonio Zingarelli 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God throughout these forty days; 

Please Rise if you are able. 



 

Praise Jesus Christ, whom God did raise; 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

  *UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from the One Great Hour of Sharing Resources) 

 Generous God, we offer these gifts in the spirit of light and with a heart full of 

gratitude for what we’ve been given. These offerings show our commitment to sharing 

with those in need, neighbors near and far, whom we are unlikely to meet. As we share, 

we shine the light of our faith with brothers and sisters we may never meet. Bless the 

gifts, just as you have us, with an extra measure of your grace. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

*HYMN  593  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  insert, pp. 14 & 15              

*BENEDICTION    Rick Cowles 

  CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT                      

  POSTLUDE   “Prelude on the Passion Chorale” Johannes Brahms 

 

  

 

  

     

   

 

 

    Plymouth Runs on You  
 

USHER:

 

Gert Danzy

 

LITURGIST:

 

Craig French

 

DEACONS

 

ON DUTY:

 

Leslie Lawrence

 

and Frank Leonard

 

NURSERY CAREGIVER: Isabel

 

Fontaine

 

COMMUNITY TIME:

 

Havilah and Joshua Carroll

 

COUNTERS:

 

Susan Hawks and Sarah Whitton

 

FLOWERS: Nancy 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom

 

Zorn
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Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
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Please Rise if you are able. 
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today Community time (after worship), Memorial Hall 

   Walking the Labyrinth, Kirtland Hall 

   Lenten book discussion: 11:15am, Parlor 

   A Full-Hearted Life, Session 4: Chapter 6 

• Wed. April 2 Food Pantry, 2-4pm, Basement 

• Thur. April 3 Bell Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary, 5:30pm 

   Choir rehearsal, Memorial Hall, 7pm  

• Fri. April 4 Pre-concert Talk, 6:45pm, Memorial Hall 

   NYS Baroque Concert, 7:30pm, Sanctuary, see page 10 

• Sun.  April 6 Worship, Sanctuary and online, 10am 

   Community time (after worship), Memorial Hall 

   Walking the Labyrinth, Kirtland Hall 

   Lenten book discussion, 11:15am, Parlor 

   (A Full-Hearted Life) Session : 5 Chapter 7 

Please join us after the service in Memorial Hall for Community Time. Grab a cup of coffee and join 

our Lenten book discussion in the Parlor. 

 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair 

who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped the Food Pantry move to its new home. 

 

Volunteers are needed today to help move the Sanctuary furniture following worship, in preparation 

for the NYS Baroque performance of Monteverdi Vespers of 1610.      The concert will be on Friday, 

April 4, at 7:30 pm. A pre-concert talk starts at 6:45pm. For ticket information, go to nysbaroque.com 

 

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you 

park.  Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also, 

please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is to be used to get 

to another area in the parking lot.  If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of 

legitimate parking spaces. Thank you. 

 

What is this pretty bird on the Altar?  

 

The Sankofa bird is a mythical bird 

that represents the importance of learning from 

the past to create a better future: The bird is a 

symbol of the principle of Sankofa which 

reminds us to be intentional about carefully 

reviewing the past, gathering good lessons, and 

using them to inform future directions in our 

work together to understand the legacy of white 

supremacy culture and stand against racism .  

  



 

 

Since we are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and at 

Community Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new 

or just visiting.  

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation,  

Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee,  

the Indigenous People,  

on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.” 

A message from Joe Downing: Addison Flower is one of the most versatile of our choir 

members.  In addition to singing alto or soprano (depending on which we need), you have all enjoyed 

her music making on the timpani and drumset.  Today at 2 pm, she is giving her junior percussion 

recital in Setnor Auditorium at Crouse College (the "beautiful castle" building on the SU 

campus.)  The concert is free, and Addie would love to see her Plymouth friends there. 

 

Music Notes for Sunday, March 30th, 2025 

Our prelude and postlude today are all based on the Passion Choral.  This tune has been sung with many texts, 

but ever since Bach used the tune 10 times in his St. Matthew Passion, it has become connected with Lent and 

Holy Week, with the most familiar text being “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded.”  Johann Walther (1684-1648) 
and Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) were first cousins.  It was no coincidence that they were both church 

musicians; there were so many members of the Bach family that were church musicians that even non-members 

of the family who were church musicians were occasionally referred to as “Bach.”  Baroque composers did not 

fully imagine how a piece of their music would sound.  It was left up to the performer to decide the dynamic 
(volume), the choice of stops (timbre), and tempo (speed).  The performer was also expected to add 

ornamentation when tasteful – much like a gospel or jazz singer might do today.  In conjunction with what I 

hope the composers had in mind, I have chosen a light registration (choice of stops) for the Walther, a piquant 
solo stop for the Bach, and a full, brooding sound for the Johannes Brahms (1833-1897.)  It should be noted 

that, by the time of Brahms, most serious composers were not writing chorale preludes, or much of any church 

music.  The Eleven Chorale Preludes of Brahms were some of his very last works.  You can decide for yourself 

if you think he was preparing to meet his God by writing them. 

Beardsley Van de Water (1862-1906) was born in Oswego, although his main career was at the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in New York City, and he died in Philadelphia.  Of his many sacred publications, the 

Penitent remains the most famous.  The familiar text is from Luke 15:11-25. 

Niccoló Zingarelli (1752-1837) was born in Naples but moved to Paris to pursue a career as an opera 

composer. He left in a hurry when the French Revolution began in earnest.  After attempting some operatic 

innovations that were not well received, he settled down and wrote mainly comic operas, many for the Milan 
opera house.  In 1804 he was named director of music for the Sistine Chapel but, when he refused to conduct a 

Te Deum for Napoleon’s son, he was captured and sent to Paris.  Luckily enough, Napoleon was a fan of his 

music and released him and gave him a pension.  Our offertory anthem is one of his best-known works today; 
I sang it as a teenager with my church choir at a choir competition in Toronto.  (I don’t remember if we won. 

       ) The text is taken from Psalm 71:10, 8, 7. 

 
  



 

Monteverdi Vespers of 1610 

Come experience an extraordinary performance by 

NYS Baroque and Pegasus Early Music as multiple 

musicians and vocalists present Monteverdi's 

Vespers of 1610 on Friday April 4th at 7:30pm at 

Plymouth Congregational Church.  The last time 

this music was performed in Central New York was 

in 2015.  Why is this performance so rare? In order 

for it to be authentic, the musicians play period 

instruments such as cornettos, lutes and 

theorbos.  Artistic Director Deborah Fox says 

Vespers of 1610 is her most favorite piece of music to perform. "It includes every style of secular, 

vocal, choral, and instrumental music of the time and its gloriousness gives me shivers every time!" 

Tickets can be purchased at https://nysbaroque.com/tickets/ 

Pre-concert chat begins at 6:45pm. Hear from the director Paul O'Dette, professor of Lute at Eastman 

School of Music, as he describes what's been called "one of the most perfect pieces of music ever 

written." 

 Welcome to Plymouth  
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family.   To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill 

out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live in to our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

 

https://nysbaroque.com/tickets/
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


 

  





 

 














