
 

 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 17, 2025 

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC 

Downtown Syracuse, New York 

 
 
Prelude   “Prelude in f minor” J. S. Bach 

Greeting    Rev. Craig French 

  One: Beloved Ones, this is the beginning of our journey, 

   walking with Jesus to the cross.  

We will remember with the bread and the cup his final meal with his friends.  

We will remember that his friends left him alone in his hour of need.  

As light fades into darkness,  

   we will remember that our lives are both light and dark 

   and that darkness calls forth from us our deepest trust and hope. 

Prayer of Confession 

  One: We come this night to begin our last steps to the cross. 

   We have walked, often sightless, on the rocky road with Jesus. 

   During this journey, we have slipped and fallen. 

   We have wanted to give up and turn back. 

   Our feet are sore. We are tired. 

   We ask God to help us on this last mile not to falter. 

  All: Holy God, your love for us overflows, 

but we have not loved you with all our heart and soul and strength. 

   Have mercy on us. 

One: Holy One, we fail to remember that we are inextricably bound to each other. 

  All: Have mercy on us. 

  One: Holy One, we are stubborn and cling to our own ways. 

  All: Have mercy on us. 

  One: Holy One, remind us that we live for you, 

   not for ourselves or by ourselves. 

  All: Have mercy on us. 

  One: Holy One, we have lost sight of the collective power we hold 

   when we strive to work together toward a common purpose. 

  All: Have mercy on us. 

  One: (SILENCE) 

May the Holy One, our God, 

   have mercy upon us and forgive us our sins 

   through the passion, death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. 

 

Hymn   “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” insert pg. 4 

 

Gospel Lesson —  John 13:1-17; 31b-35  
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Communion Hymn  “Bread of the World” insert pg. 5 

Holy Communion 

Great Thanksgiving 

 One: God be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift our hearts to God. 

 One: Let us give thanks to God. 

 All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 One: That God created this world with plants and living things for our nourishment, 

and had not made a new covenant with Noah … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That God brought Israel out of Egypt,  

   and had not dealt justly with Egypt for its oppression … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That God provided all that was needed during Israel’s forty years in the  

   wilderness and had not provided manna and quail … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That God gave us the Law,  

   and had not led Israel into the land flowing with milk and honey … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That God returned Israel to Jerusalem after its exile in Babylon, 

   and had not rebuilt the Temple … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That God came to us as a baby named Jesus, 

   and had not healed the broken and the wounded … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That Jesus healed the broken and the wounded, 

   and had not challenged the authorities to embrace those 

   who lived in the shadows and at the margins … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One: That Jesus challenged the authorities to embrace those 

   who lived in the shadows and at the margins, 

   and had not died on a cross to rise again … 

 All: it would have been enough. 

 One:      And yet, O God, you did this to remind us that life always overcomes 

             death and that out of death new life emerges.  

 All:       For this O God, we are eternally grateful. 

Anthem   “As This Broken Bread” Wayne Wold 

     Words of Institution 

Proclamation 

 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 Sharing the Feast 

 As you pass the bread to the one beside you, say: “The Body of Christ.” 

 As you pour the juice for the one beside you, say: “The Cup of Christ.” 

Hymn    “What Wondrous Love Is This” insert pg. 6 
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Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) 

Tenebrae Readings  (all readings are from An Inclusive Bible)  The Deacons 

 

 1.  Matthew 26:30-46    Esther Zorn 

 2.  Matthew 26:47-56   Kathy Ferro 

 3.  Matthew 26:57-68   Kailyn Wright 

 4.  Matthew 26:69-75   Leslie Lawrence 

 5.  Matthew 27:1-5   Heather Evans 

 6.  Matthew 27:6-23   Nancy Gwin 

 7.  Matthew 27:24-31   Craig French 

All depart in silence. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH: 

Fri.      April 18             GOOD FRIDAY ECUMENICAL SERVICE, 6:30pm @ University  

    U.M. Church (E Genesee & University Ave.) 

Sun.   April 20 EASTER Service, 10am, Sanctuary 

    Community Time, after the Easter Service, Memorial Hall 

Tue.   April 22 Board of Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor* 

Wed.   April 23  Food Pantry, 2-4pm, basement 

Thu. April 24 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

    Vocal Choir, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Sun.  April 27 10am Service, Sanctuary 

    Community Time, after the Service, Memorial Hall 

      1pm Interfaith Learning Event (see, insert pg. 4) 

 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair 

who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
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