& Weekly Wisdom «&

i thank You God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes

(i who have died am alive again today,
and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth
day of life and of love and wings:and of the gay
great happening illimitably earth)

how should tasting touching hearing seeing
breathing any—Iifted from the no
of all nothing—human merely being
doubt unimaginable You?

(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

e.e. cummings
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*HYMN 233

.. in you and around you. TRAFF' C

“Alleluia” Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Klark Johnson, soprano; Kyle Jones, trumpet

Early on Sunday morning—

An ordinary Sunday morning that was anything but ...
Early on Sunday morning—

The first day of the week

and of a new Heaven and Earth ...

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark—

While many still slept

and others prepared for work ...

Early on Sunday morning, Christ stepped out of the tomb,
with only God and an angel or two watching.

God’s best work is done in secret,

with no one knowing or seeing.

Early on Sunday morning, Christ arose—

Tromping down the power of death and freeing Hell’s captives ...
So, on this blessed and glorious Easter morn,

may songs and shouts of joy and gladness ring out,

Filling us and all the world with new life and possibility.
Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed!

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRAYER FOR NEW LIFE

All:

Generous, generating, regenerating God:

By your grace—

by the raising of Jesus our Christ

and the freeing of us from fear of death—

now we can begin again.

Do not let us dawdle over the wreckage and remnants of the past,
but plunge us into your overflowing, never-ending fountain of joy.
Then, send us out

*Please stand as you are able. 2

Craig French

Aspen and Sarah Wright

insert, pg. 8



into the dullness and messiness, the chaos and ugliness of life,
as ambassadors of love and reconciliation,
for the good of all people ... all nations ... all creation. Amen.

THE GIFT OF THE WORD

STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans
Following the story, children preschool through grade 5 will depart for Learning Community.

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 24:13-33a
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 236 “Halle, Halle, Halle” insert, pg. 9
ANTHEM “Psalm 150~ Cesar Franck
MESSAGE “Opened Eyes & Burning Hearts”

*HYMN “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” insert, pg /0.

PRAYER & BLESSING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(This is one of several versions that we rotate through the year.
You may pray this or other wording familiar to you.)

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL TO ACTION

OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Hallelujah” Ludwig van Beethoven
*DOXOLOGY

Let trumpets sound and voices sing!
Let all on earth their praises bring!
For Christ has conquered sin and death,
and given life eternal breath.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN 245 “The Day of Resurrection” insert, pg. /1
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE “Hallelujah” Georg Frideric Handel

All are invited to join in the singing!

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Office s office@plymouthsyr.org

3


mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs on YOU «&

USHERS: Gert Danzy, Cindy Perrine, and Kailyn Wright
GREETER: Scott Kraemer LITURGIST: Aspen and Sarah Wright
DEACONS ON DUTY:: Andrea Abbott and Arne Hook
NURSERY CAREGIVER: Isabel Fontaine
COMMUNITY TIME: Cara and Joseph Steiner
COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Keith Jakway
FLOWERS: see insert
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

e Today EASTER Service, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, after the Service, Memorial Hall

o Tue. April 22 Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor*
e Wed. April 23 Food Pantry, 2-4pm, Basement
e Thu. April 24 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary
Vocal Choir, 7pm, Memorial Hall
e Sun. April 27 Worship with Rev. Dave Pasinski, 10am, Sanctuary

Learning Together with Our Neighbors interfaith event, 1-7pm

Please join us after the service in Memorial Hall for Community Time.

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair
who can receive your request and share meeting information with you.

Since we are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and at
Community Time. Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new
or just visiting.

Thank you to all the helpers with getting the flowers arranged and labeled for delivery to our shut-
ins; Kathy F., Tina G., Chuck Hafner’s’, the Allen family, Craig F., Peggy K., Nancy P., and Esther
and Tom Z.

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you

park. Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also,
please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is to be used to get
to another area in the parking lot. If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of
legitimate parking spaces. Thank you.

Music Notes for Sunday, April 20", 2025

Today we celebrate Easter with music by some of the world’s greatest composers by inviting the word
Alleluia back into our services. (You’ll recall that we “buried” the word away at the beginning of
Lent.)

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) wrote his first compositions at the age of four, and his first
symphony when he was eight. Our prelude is the fourth and final movement of his Exsultate Jubilate,
written when he was seventeen, and premiered by castrato Venanzio Rauzzini.

César Franck (1822-1890) was born in what was then the Netherlands, but soon to become present-
day Belgium. After moving to Paris, he took the position of titular organist at Sainte-Clotilde, which
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he would keep for the rest of his life. He became a professor at the Paris Conservatoire in 1872,
teaching organ and composition. He is regarded as the most important composer of organ music of
the late nineteenth century. Psalm 150 has inspired many composers, with its mention of praising
God with nine various types of instruments (which are given different names in different biblical
translations.) Our anthem was written as a commission for the inauguration of a new organ at the
National Institute for the Blind. (Did you know many blind people were trained as organists at that
time, and that Braille was originally developed as a musical notation for these blind students to read
music?)

Our offertory anthem comes from Ludwig von Beethoven’s (1770-1827) oratorio Christ on the
Mount of Olives, which portrays Jesus’ emotional turmoil in the Garden of Gethsemane. It was
written within a couple of weeks in 1802 — just after Beethoven wrote his “Heiligenstadt Testament”
in which he acknowledged his deteriorating hearing. The Hallelujah is the concluding movement.

Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759) wrote his Messiah in 1741. Oratorios in England were written as
basically unstaged sacred operas which could be performed in Lent (when other theatrical events were
forbidden) to keep the box offices open during an otherwise fiscally difficult time. Messiah is
somewhat unique, since there are no “characters” or direct speech since the text is biblical reflections
on Jesus as the Messiah. A popular story is that, at the London premiere in 1743, King George Il was
so moved or excited by the Hallelujah Chorus, that he stood up; the audience, respecting the King,
also stood, and so, to this day, it is customary to stand during the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus.

What’s NEW this Easter Season
@ Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC

1. Sermon Series: “Building Blocks of Christian Community” ... based on the Book of Acts ...
Sunday mornings at 10:00 ... May 4 - June 1.

2. Join a Covenant Community: Covenant Communities are small groups of 8 - 12
people who meet monthly in different homes for fellowship, conversation and the
sharing of food. They provide a safe, confidential place, sharing joys and concerns,
and experiencing God’s presence and caring in each other. Sign up in May.

3. Become part of a multi-faith coalition committed to speaking and acting for the good of all. Join
over 90 persons from 6 congregations (Muslim, Jewish, Christian) at this year’s workshop.
Sunday, April 27 (1 - 7pm, including dinner). Space is limited. Speak to Kirsten Hubel or Rev.
French today.

4. Learn how congregations and food pantries can protect and defend the rights of immigrants. Join
Plymouth friends at a special training event: Wednesday, April 30, 4 - 6pm at Bishop Harrison
Center, 301 Lancaster Ave.

5. TBA (sometime in May): The first event in the pastoral transition process. Help create an
annotated timeline of the past 50 - 60 years at Plymouth.

6. Be part of a nearly 50-year tradition of feeding the world’s hungry through Heifer International.
Plant sale & fun-raiser: Sunday, May 18 (after worship).

7. Add your name to a group of persons interested in becoming an official part of the Plymouth
congregation, either as a full or associate member. Contact Rev. French or the church office for
more information.

8. Help promote healthy relations within the congregation and with visitors. This 2-part series, led
by a trainer from Access CNY, will focus on (a) the underlying emotions and behaviors that
shape relationships and (b) ways to de-escalate tense moments in life. Sunday, May 18 & June 1
... 12:15-2:30. Bring a bag lunch.



Pastoral Search Committee

The second Pastoral Search Committee meeting was held on April 12, 2025. We continued to
build our relationships with one another and discussed ways to learn more about our
congregation family. We started diving to our congregation’s history, heritage and current
dynamics. The development of a timeline began, i.e. where to display, what to include and
how to add items. Keeping the congregation

April 30:
“Educating the Plymouth and other Communities on Defending The Rights of Immigrants and

bd (SIRDN) and CNY Solidarity6 At the Center, 301 Lancaster Avenue, Syracuse, from 4:00-
6:00 pm.

May 4, 18
A Training Session on each date at 12:15 pm at Plymouth Church led by CJ Jones of Access
CNY. The purpose of these sessions is to learn how to help as a congregation in forming right
relations with each other and with visitors. CJ will present on May 4, on how to understand the
underlying emotions and behaviors that can shape our relationships. On May 18, CJ will lead
us in learning to form empathic relations that can deescalate tense moments in our lives with
each other. Each session will last about two hours. Bring a bag lunch. Room location TBA.

May 4%:
The Heifer Festival will be celebrated at Plymouth Church before the training with CJ Jones.
(More information to come.)

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org.

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live in to our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.
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Easter Flowers 2025

Andrea Abbot and Arnold Hook for our parents.

Patricia Reeves Allen in memory of her parents, Mary Lou and Stan Reeves who
were married on Easter Sunday 1951.

The Allen Family in celebration of the Plymouth Community.

George Bain blessings on the Search Committee.

Doreen and Mike Chellis in memory of our Families.

Linda Milosky and Shiu-Kai Chin in celebration of our meeting at Plymouth 25
years ago on Easter Sunday April 23, 2000.

Pam and Joe Delaney in honor of Gertrude and Richard Delaney; Allen Mastros,
Patricia and Joseph Mastros.

Kathleen and Tim Deters-Hayes in memory of the Hayes and Deters families.
Kathy and Dan Ferro in celebration of our first grandchild Gabriel Tadhg Ferro.
Lori and Maurice Forrester in celebration of life.

Craig French in gratitude for the faith and loyalty of those who led Plymouth over
the years ... and for the vision, energy, and hope brought by newcomers.

Susan Hawks in loving memory of Richard Hawks.

Peggy Kinner

Linda and Scott Kraemer in celebration of our grandchildren.

Frank Leonard to all volunteers and staff at Plymouth.

Maurine McTyre-Watts and Jim Watts; the tulips are in memory of our parents, the
daffodils are in memory of our sisters.

Dave Michel in honor of the Liuzzi families.

Dave Pasinski for hope in a time of trial from the Hall-Pasinski family.

Cindy Perrine in memory Robert, Giodine, and Mark Perrine.

Nancy Poquadeck

Ester and Tom Zorn for Plymouth Church for helping us raise our children;
Frederick, Katie, and Maximillian.

PP fr 253055

& \Welcome to Plymouth «&
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!



233 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Matt. 28:5-8; 1 Cor. 15:22—22; 54-57 Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.
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1 Christ the Lord is risen to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Let the Vic-tor’s peo - ple sing, Al - le - Iu - ia!
3 Love’sre-deem-ing work is done, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Soar we now where Christ has led, Al - le - lu - ial
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Mor - tal tonguesand an - gels say: Al - le - lu - ia!
Where, O death, is now your sting? Al - le - lu - ia!
Foughtthe fight, the bat-tle won, Al - le - lu - ia!
Fol -lowingour ex - alt - ed Head, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high, Al - le - lu - ia!
Dy - ing once, Christ lives to save, Al - le - Ilu - ial
Death in  vain for - bids Christ rise, Al - le - lu - ia!
Made like Christ, like  Christ we rise, Al - le - j - ia!
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Sing, glad heavens,and earth re - ply: Al - le - Iu - ia!
Where your vic - to - ry, O grave? Al - le - Iu - ia!
God has o - pened par - a - dise, Al - le - lu - ia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Al = le - lu - ia!
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Halleluja 236

Traduional
e .
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Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja. Hal-le hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja.
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Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja. Hal-le - lu-ja, hal-le-lu - ja
This joyous response may be used following readings of scripture, Tune: HALLELUIJA
or as a processional or recessional, especially during Easter. Caribbean melody



RESURRECTION AMD EXALTATION

Easter People, Raise Your Voices

304
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1. Eas - ter peco - ple, raise yourvoic - es, sounds of heaven in
2, Fear of death can no morestop us  from our press-ing
3. Ev - ery day 1o us is Eas - ter, with its  res - ur -
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earth should ring. Christ has brought us heav - en's choic - es;
here be - low. For our Lord em - pow - ered us to
rec - tion song. When in  trou - ble move the fast - er
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heaven - ly  mu - sic, let it ring Al - le -lu - ial
tri ~umph o - wver ev - ery foe. Al - le -lu - ia!
Lo our God who rights the wrong. Al - le -lu - ial
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Al - le - lu - ia! Eas - ter peo - ple, let us sing. '
Al - le -lu - ia! On to vic - tory now  we  go.
Al - le -lu - ial See  the power of Theaven - lythrongs.
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WORDS: William M. James, 1979 REGENT SQUARE
MUSIC: Henry T. Smart, 1867 87.67.87

Wiords & 1979 The Urated Methodsi Publishing House
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The Day of Resurrection

John of Damascus, 8th century

245

Mark 16:1-6
Transl. John Mason Neale, 1862; alt.
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| The day of res - ur - rec - tion!Earth, tell it out a - b}'oad:
2 Our hearts be pure from e - vil, that ~we may see a - ng,hl
3 Now let the heavens be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
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the Pass - o - ver of glad - ness, the Pass - o - ver of God.
the Christ who reigns e - ter - nal in res - ur - rec - tion  light;
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From death to life e - ter - nal from earth un - to the sky,
We lis - ten for the teach - ings once heard so calm and plain,
Let all things seen and un - seen their notes of glad-ness blend,
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our Christ has brought us o - ver with hymnsof vic-to - ry.
for we, 100, want 1o fol - low and raise the vic - tor  strain.
for Christ a - gain has ris - en, our joy that has no end.
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A Greek canon—an extended poem of eight or nine odes, each Tune:

based on a scriptural canticle—was the source of this hymn.

John of Damascus gave up a high government position to enter a
monasiery.
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Henry T. Smart, 1836





