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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

May 4, 2025 

Third Sunday of Easter 

10:00 am - Worship 

 

 
  

 Weekly Wisdom  

 

In a culture of connectivity, where we have countless people to text and tweet, 

millions are under the illusion that a networked life is a rich, meaningful life. But 

community is more than connectivity. Although it is easier than ever to 

communicate and stay in touch with one another, we are fast losing the ability to 

commune with one another. We know how to text, but we don’t know how to 

converse. We exchange vast amounts of information, but find it increasingly 

difficult to confide in one another. We no longer know how, or think we don’t 

have the time, to give each other our full attention. Though we may not be alone 

in our virtual worlds, we remain lonely. Our lives lack cohesion: we live in 

pieces, in fragments, lacking any overall pattern or any steady, identifiable 

community in which to belong. 

 

Charles Moore, Called to Community 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

~ “In Your Light, We See Light” ~ 

 PRELUDE   “Soeur Monique” François Couperin 

 GREETING    Pastor Craig French 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (by Sally Johnson, adapted)  Leela George 

One:    God, you call us from the corners of the Earth. 

ALL:   From the cities and the prairies, 

   from impoverished neighborhoods and the tables of the wealthy. 

One:    God, you sing to us from the corners of the universe. 

ALL:   In the gentle ocean breeze, in the colors that burst forth from our landscapes, in 

the faces of children ravaged by war. 

One:    God, you speak to us from the corners of the Earth. 

ALL:   To the east, to the west, to the north and to the south; 

  above us, below us, and within us, 

  your voice rings clear. 

  Send your voice to sing in us, we pray, as we worship this day. 

*OPENING HYMN 417 “This is a Day of New Beginnings” insert, pg. 7 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

  

OPENING PRAYER (by Sally Johnson, adapted) 

 ALL:   God of love, we bring our very selves to worship— 

             to You and to those gathered here with us. 

   Our triumphs. Our failures. Our vulnerabilities. 

   Our greatest joys and our deepest sorrows. 

   Draw us closer into communion and into community 

   with You, with the Risen Christ, with each other. 

   In this time set apart, may we hear the voice of Jesus urging us 

   to feed and be fed, to love and be loved.  Amen. 

   THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES   Pastor Craig French 

Following the story, children will remain in worship, since Emily Evans is on vacation. 

 ANTHEM   “Sœur Monique” François Couperin 

     Christopher Tye 

 SCRIPTURE    Acts 9:1-20 Common English Bible 

 SUNG RESPONSE 236  “Halle, Halle, Halle” insert, pg. 8 

 MESSAGE  The Gift of Community 

Craig French, Leela George, and others of the Covenant Communities. 

*HYMN Called as Partners in Christ’s ServiceNo. 495 

    THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  

 

 

Order of Worship 

 
Be still …  

and aware of God’s presence 

… in you and around you. 

*Please stand as you are able. 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)  

Starting today we will pray using “debts” through the end of summer. 

You are welcome to pray this or other words of your preference. 
 

  All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

   For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION PRAYER    insert, pp. 9-13  

(from the New Century Hymnal, pg. 16 as also published in the Book of Worship of the United 

Church of Christ pp. 67-72)   

 RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

Please walk to the front of the sanctuary, where deacons will offer you  

the bread and the cup. Sealed packets of the elements are also available –  

just let the server know if you prefer that option. Please take the bread and cup 

 back to your seat, where we will eat and drink together. 

   OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 CALL TO ACTION  

 OFFERTORY  “Go Ye Into All the World” Adam Gumpeltzhaimer 

 OFFERING 

Today we receive a special Offering for Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund to  

support our weekly ministry to some of the most vulnerable in our community.   

To contribute, please write a check payable to Plymouth Church with the  

words “Good Samaritan Fund” in the memo line or note  

“Good Samaritan Fund” on the offering envelope in the pews. 

You may also contribute online, through Plymouth’s website. 

*DOXOLOGY   

Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 

Let all on earth their praises bring! 

For Christ has conquered sin and death, 

and given life eternal breath. 

*CLOSING HYMN “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” insert, pp. 14   

 *BENEDICTION 

 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 POSTLUDE   “Corrente” Arcangelo Corelli 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

 

USHERS: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine LITURGIST: Leela George 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Andrea Abbott and Kathy Ferro 

COMMUNITY TIME: Sage Lucas 

FLOWERS: Kathy Winslow for my family. 

COMMUNION COORDINATOR: Esther Zorn 

COMMUNION SERVERS: Leslie Lawrence, Cindy Perrine and Arne Hook 

COUNTERS: Patty Brannan and Keith Jakway 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

 

A special thank you to: Rev. John Hottenstein for helping to serve communion. 

 

    

  Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 
 

Office  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


 

     Some Things You Ought to Know  

Plymouth loves to share its stories!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events, and 

then shared in the monthly Plymouth Story, on the website, in social media and by partnering 

organizations.  If you have taken any pictures that you want to share, please submit them to the church 

office. 

We are a Welcoming Congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and at Community 

Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new or just visiting. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today  Worship and Communion, 10am, Sanctuary 

• Wed., May 7 Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu., May 8 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

    Vocal Choir, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun., May 11 Worship with the Plymouth Bells, 10am, Sanctuary 

Please join us: after Worship for Community Time in Memorial Hall. 

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you park.  Do 

not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also, please don’t park 

in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is to be used to get to another area in 

the parking lot.  If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of legitimate parking spaces. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during Worship and at Community 

Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new or just visiting.  

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the 

Indigenous People,  

on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.” 

What’s NEW this Easter Season 

@ PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC 

1. Sermon Series: “Building Blocks of Christian Community” ... based on the Book of Acts ... Sunday mornings at 

10:00 ... May 4 - June 1. 

2. Join a Covenant Community: Covenant Communities are small groups of 8-12 people who meet monthly in 

different homes for fellowship, conversation and the sharing of food. They provide a safe, confidential place, 

sharing joys and concerns, and experiencing God’s presence and caring in each other. Sign up in May. 

3. TBA (sometime in May): The first event in the pastoral transition process. Help create an annotated timeline of 

the past 50 - 60 years at Plymouth. 

4. Be part of a nearly 50-year tradition of feeding the world’s hungry through Heifer International. Plant sale & fun-

raiser: Sunday, May 18 (after worship). 

5. Visit and learn about the new Food Pantry set-up, plus recognize our many past and present Pantry volunteers. 

Sunday, June 1 (following worship). 

6. Help plan for and host the return visit of the choir from Michelstadt, Germany (Oct. 9-13). Non-singers welcome! 

Talk to Joe Downing ASAP. 

  

The Sankofa bird is a mythical bird that represents 

the importance of learning from the past to create a 

better future. The bird is a symbol of the principle 

of Sankofa which reminds us to be intentional 

about carefully reviewing the past, gathering good 

lessons, and using them to inform future directions 

in our work together to understand the legacy of 

white supremacy culture and stand against racism. 
 

 



 

7. Add your name to a group of persons interested in becoming an official part of the Plymouth congregation, either 

as a full or associate member. 

Contact Rev. French or the church office for more information. 

8. Promote healthy relations in the congregation and with visitors. This 2-part series will focus on emotions and 

behaviors that act as triggers & effective de-escalation skill. Sun., 5/18 and Sun., 6/1 …12:15.  Bring a bag lunch. 

 Music Notes for Sunday, May 4th, 2025 

Francois Couperin (1668-1733) was the most famous member of a large family of organist/composers 

that dominated mid-baroque Paris. Many of his pieces, like our prelude today are written in the Rondeau 

form, which begins with a refrain which is followed by the first “couplet”, then the refrain and a second 

couplet, and so on, ending with the refrain. I have given lectures on various occasions in this ABACADA 

form and have been surprised at the emotional effect that it has on listeners who are more used to hearing 

the familiar Thesis-body- conclusion form. 

Not much is known about Christopher Tye (c.l505-before 1573). He was studying at Cambridge when the 

old chapel collapsed, so he may have been among the students who sang at the first services in the now-

iconic Kings College Chapel which would have been erected during his tenure there. His only published 

music is The Acts of the Apostles, the source of today’s anthem. In the mid-1980s, hymnist Jaroslav 

Vajda, who was the son of a Lutheran pastor, wrote new texts, and it is his words we sing today: 

Saul heard the cry we all must hear before we come to faith: 

“Why do you hound me, little one? Why do you cause my death?” 

But when we cry in turn, “O Lord, what will you have me do?”  

He comes in mercy. “Peace, ” he says, “I want to make you new. ” 

With pulsing, full and bursting heart, repeat the Easter song. 

The new life celebrate, the feast of victory prolong. 

The Father of all life be praised, the Son who vanquished death, 

The Spirit making all things new, adore with every breath. 

Adam Gumpeltzhaimer (1559-1623) was the cantor at Augsberg Cathedral. He wrote little music, and we 

remember him mostly today for preserving the music of Hans Leo Hassler. Our offertory anthem today 

is a canon, ie: a single line of music that can be sung by two or more voices in such a way that it creates 

multiple lines. In this case, it is the simplest form of canon - a round - in which the second part enters six 

beats after the first. 

Because today is Star Wars Day, (May the fourth be with you), I thought of playing something from that 

franchise for our postlude, but just couldn’t find anything that was worthy of our service today. Instead, 

in honor of the Mountain Goat Run, I’ll play a Corrente. Correre is the Italian word for “to run,” and a 

Corrente is an eighteenthcentury dance that involved some “running” steps. Arcangelo Corelli (1653-

1713) was the first major composer to write for violin in an idiomatic way. (Prior to the baroque, pretty 

much any music could be sung or played on any voice or instrument.) This is from his extensive works 

for violin. 

Two Announcements from Joe Downing 

The Syracuse Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will hold its annual Dinner and Recital at 

Plymouth Congregational Church on Friday, June 6th. You are invited to attend either, or both the dinner 

and organ recital. The dinner will be at 6 pm, prepared by Joe Downing and Carole Brzozowski and cost 

$20 per person, and the recital will follow and is free for all to attend. The recitalist will be Valentina 

Huang who won both the First Prize and the Audience Prize at the 2024 Poister International Organ 

Competition. For the dinner, please call Lori at the church office before June 1st to reserve a place (you 

can pay at the door.) 

Following our choir’s trip to Germany, we will be hosting the Choir of the Protestant Church of 

Michelstadt, Germany (where our former intern Anneke Peereboom is pastor) for a choir festival to be 

held at Plymouth the weekend of Thursday, October 9th to Monday, October 12th.  We plan on about 4 

choirs from Onondaga county to participate along with our gests from Germany.  This will be an “all 

hands-on-deck” event for Plymouth as we attempt to approximate the overwhelming hospitality shown us.  

We are looking for the following volunteers. 

1. A committee to oversee the entire weekend. 

2. A committee to plan an opening banquet on Thursday for our German guests, a reception 

following the Saturday evening concert, and a final lunch following Sunday services. 

3. A committee to plan entertainment for our German guests, including a Friday trip to Niagara 

Falls, and a Sunday afternoon Finger Lakes Wone Tour. 



 

4. Approximately 6 mini-vans and drivers to provide transportation from Thursday until Monday. 

5. Housing for approximately three dozen choir members/spouses. 

6. Fundraising to cover expenses for this project. 

If you can help in any way, please contact Joe Downing at jdowning@syredu. 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

    

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in 

beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, and 

inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion for 

ourselves and our neighbors. 
 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on the 

shelves in the back of the sanctuary.   We ask that your children put their names on the blank label on 

the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of worship.   

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global family.   

To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out the card 

found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Giving:  Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact the 

world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning offering, 

or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests:  We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth Church 

and the wider world.  To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew and place it 

in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org.  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org



















