Plymouth Congregational Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
Welcome all!

Service of the Word
May 18, 2025

Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:00 am - Worship
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& Wisdom of the Week «&

“Once | lived on the tarred, lonely highways of truth—
slugging towards the looming horizons—
the promised dwelling places for those who did not waver.
The whole world was about being either right or wrong.
| was either lost or found.
That was many years ago though.
Today, when | meet people,
| recognize how utterly beyond right and wrong they are—
how their lives are symphonies beyond orchestration,
how their mistakes and failings are actually cosmic explorations
on a scale grander and of a texture softer
than our most dedicated rulebooks
could possibly account for.
You see, something happened on my way—
and | lost my coordinates, my map, my directives.
Now the whole journey is the destination—
and each point, each barren point, just as noble as the final dot.”

Bayo Akomolafe



Order of Worship

Be still ...
and aware of God’s presence
... in you and around you.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
~ “In Your Light, We See Light” ~

PRELUDE “Simple Gifts” Shaker tune

arr. Wilbur Held
GREETING Pastor Craig French
CALL TO WORSHIP (from enfleshed.com, adapted) Arne Hook

One: In gathering to worship today, we celebrate God’s expansive love.
ALL: God celebrates the ways we are learning compassion.

One: As we express gratitude for God’s faithfulness,

ALL: God honors the ways we show up in life’s struggles.

One: As we come to God with more questions than answers,

ALL: God lives with us in the unknown.

One: Alleluia! God is with us and within us.

ALL: Let usworship God.

*OPENING HYMN 32 “God of the Sparrow God of the Whale” insert. pg.9
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (from enfleshed.com, adapted)

God of Becoming, sometimes we wonder how to praise You

in a world that seems so fragile.

Wars ... climate catastrophes ... unjust laws ...

topple lives in an instant.

Bodies made for connection, play, and rest

are riddled with anxiety about how to survive systems of oppression.
Yet we long to celebrate what brings us joy,

and we long to worship what is good and eternal.
In the paradox of life, embrace us and guide us with your Radical Love.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE

*Please stand as you are able.




THE GIFT OF THE WORD

STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the story, children preschool through
grade 5 will depart for Learning Community.

SCRIPTURE Acts 11:1-18 Common English Bible
SUNG RESPONSE 236 “Halle, Halle, Halle” insert, pg. 10
ANTHEM “How Wide is the Net?” Joseph Downing
MESSAGE “The Expansiveness of Community”

*HYMN “A Place at the Table” insert, pg. 11
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

We will pray using “debts” through the end of summer.
You are welcome to pray this or other words of your preference.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO ACTION

OFFERTORY “Peter’s Vision” (tune: Everlasting Arm)
OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY

Let trumpets sound and voices sing!
Let all on earth their praises bring!
For Christ has conquered sin and death,
and given life eternal breath.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN 388 “Help Us Accept Each Other” insert, pg. 12
*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT

POSTLUDE “Love divine, all loves excelling” Henry Coleman
Finale on Hyfrydol

A special thank you to Alice Hatt for filling in today and next Sunday while Joe Downing is away.



Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Office ~ office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs On YOU «&

USHER: Gert Danzy LITURGIST: Arne Hook
DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Leslie Lawrence
COMMUNITY TIME: the Deacons
FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson in memory of
Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano Peterson.
COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Keith Jakway
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

& Some Things You Ought to Know «&

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

Today

Mon.
Tue.
Wed.
Thu.
Sun.

Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, Memorial Hall
Heifer Plant Sale, Sanctuary
The plants are donated by Carol Watson Greenhouse.
Heifer International will double all funds raised!
Part 1 of 2 De-escalation Training “Mental Health 101,”
12:15-2:30pm, Memorial Hall, see more details on page 6.
May 19 Board of Trustees, 6pm, Parlor*
May 20 Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor*
May 21 Food Pantry, 2-4pm, Basement
May 22 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary

May 25 Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, Memorial Hall

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair,
who can share meeting information with you.

Please join us: after Worship for Community Time in Memorial Hall.

Today, 12:15pm in Memorial Hall: Mental Health 101 will present an overview of the kinds of
emotional and behavioral problems congregation members may see with persons attending church
events. Don’t forget to bring your bag lunch. This training will offer participants a background for
part two, De-escalation, on June 1™,

Plymouth loves to share its stories! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events,
and then shared in the monthly Plymouth Story, on the website, in social media and by partnering
organizations. If you have taken any pictures that you want to share, please submit them to the church

office.


mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

WHAT’S NEW THIS EASTER SEASON

@ PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

1. Sermon Series: “Building Blocks of Christian Community” ... based on the Book of Acts
... Sunday mornings at 10:00 ... May 4 - June 1.

2. Join a Covenant Community: Covenant Communities are small groups of 8 - 12 people
who meet monthly in different homes for fellowship, conversation and the sharing of food.
They provide a safe, confidential place, sharing joys and concerns, and experiencing God’s
presence and caring in each other. Sign up in May.

3. TBA (sometime-in-May): The first event in the pastoral transition process. Help create an
annotated timeline of the past 50 - 60 years at Plymouth.

4. Be part of a nearly 50-year tradition of feeding the world’s hungry through Heifer
International. Plant sale & fun-raiser: Sunday, May 18 (after worship).

5.Visit and learn about the new Food Pantry set-up, plus recognize our many past and present
Pantry volunteers. Sunday, June 1 (following worship).

6.Help plan for and host the return visit of the choir from Michelstadt, Germany (Oct. 9-13).
Non-singers welcome! Talk to Joe Downing ASAP.

7. Add your name to a group of persons interested in becoming an official part of the Plymouth
congregation, either as a full or associate member. Contact Rev. French or the church office
for more information.

8. Promote healthy relations in the congregation and with visitors. This 2-part series will focus
on emotions and behaviors that act as triggers + effective de-escalation skills. Sun., 5/18 and
Sun., 6/1 ... 12:15 - 2:30. Bring a bag lunch.

Two Announcements from our Music Director, Joe Downing

The Syracuse Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will hold its annual Dinner
and Recital at Plymouth Congregational Church on Friday, June 6th. You are invited
to attend either, or both the dinner and organ recital. The dinner will be at 6 pm,
prepared by Joe Downing and Carole Brzozowski and cost $20 per person, and the
recital will follow and it is free for all to attend. The recitalist will be Valentina

Huang who won both the First Prize and the Audience Prize at the 2024 Poister
International Organ Competition. For the dinner, please call Lori at the church office
before June 1% to reserve a place (you can pay at the door).

Second Announcement

Following our choirs' trip to Germany, we will be hosting the Choir of the Protestant
church of Michelstadt, Germany (where our former intern Anneke Peereboom is
pastor) for a choir festival to be held at Plymouth the weekend of Thursday, October
9t to Monday, October 12th. We plan on about 4 choirs from Onondaga county to
participate along with our guests from Germany. This will be an "all hands-on
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deck" event for Plymouth as we attempt to approximate the overwhelming
hospitality shown us. We are looking for the following volunteers:

1. A committee to oversee the entire weekend

2. A committee to plan an opening banquet on Thursday for our German guests, a
reception following the Saturday evening concert, and a final lunch following
Sunday services.

3. A committee to plan entertainment for our German guests, including a Friday
trip to Niagara Falls, and a Sunday afternoon Finger Lakes Wine Tour.

4. Approximately 6 mini-vans and drivers to provide transportation from Thursday

until Monday.

Housing for approximately three dozen choir members/spouses.

6. Fund raising to cover expenses for this project.

o

If you can help in any way, please contact Joe Downing at jdowning@syr.edu

et The Sankofa bird is a mythical bird that represents
“Sankofu Bird," the importance of learning from the past to create a
FOICR s better future. The bird is a symbol of the principle
“wenge wood", a dark black n"uml with Of San kOfa WhiCh remindS us tO be intentional
g e gl about carefully reviewing the past, gathering good
heart of Africa. Like the base of the . i . .
S lessons, and using them to inform future directions
unique and special in its beauty, .
siengt andwili in our work together to understand the legacy of

white supremacy culture and stand against racism.

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you park.
Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also, please
don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is to be used to get to
another area in the parking lot. If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of
legitimate parking spaces. Thank you.

We are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during Worship and at Community
Time. Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new or just
visiting.
“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the
Indigenous People,
on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.”

Did you forget something: A pair of sunglasses were handed into the office last Sunday. | also have a
pair of reading glasses left in the Sanctuary on March 9.

Food Pantry was Closed: It’s a shame that | had to put out this notice last Wednesday because we
don’t have enough volunteers to keep the Plymouth Food Pantry open. It’s only once a week! If you
want to help keep our food pantry open, send a message to Heather Evans at
plymouthchurchfoodpantry@gmail.com and thank you.
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& Welcome to Plymouth «&
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill
out the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org



mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

Plymouih Covenant Communities 2025

WHAT?

e Small groups of 10-12 church members who meet monthly
for approximately 2 hours for fellowship, conversation,

support and sometimes food. The meeting location rotates to

different homes as possible, but this is not required.

Some groups watch movies or read books/articles and
discuss, some pick a topic to discuss, some engage in
sharing on a specific questions and different members take
turns leading the discussion.

Each group has a “shepherd” to facilitate the functioning of
the group.

« Membership changes usually occur once a year.

We gather with the intention of building community and learning
how to live our lives harmoniously and faithfully. And
« To develop strong relationships in safe spaces
¢ To share our personal joys and concems

« To support and care for each other, and to deepen our faith.

To support and enhance the values of Plymouth Congregational
Church- UCC.

You can express your interest in joining a group, creating a new
group or just ask questions by calling or texting:

Leela George at (315) 254-7807 or ljgeorge62@gmail.com
or

Kirsten Hubel at (315) 484-0985 or hubelkirsten@gmail.com

L3

COUMMuUNITY

5




GOD

32

I Thess. 5. 18; Ps. 136

God of the Sparrow God of the Whale

Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983

(Introduction) Unison
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I God of the spar-row God of the whale
2 God of the earth-quake God of the storm
3 God of the rain-bow God of the cross
4 God of the hun-gry God of the sick
5 God of the neigh-bor God of the foe
6 God of the a - ges Godnear at hand
< ll‘ - s _E
*--._________-rt [ I
G7 c FM7 E7 Am Em
T 1 " s ﬁ\'dl ‘l 4 + } t 2
1 | T i } - L] - ‘r E
— ,
God of the swirl -ing stars How does the  crea-ture say
God of the trum - pet blast How does the  crea-ture cry
God of the emp -ty grave How does the crea-ture say
God of the prod - i - gal How does the  crea-ture say
God of the prun - ing hook How does the  crea-ture say
God of the lov - ing heart How do your chil-dren say
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Awe How does the crea-ture say Praise
Woe How does the crea-ture cry Save
Grace How does the crea-ture say Thanks
Care How does the crea-ture say Life
Love How does the crea-ture say Peace
Joy How do your chil-dren say Home.
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After forty years in the ministry, Jaroslav Vajda wrote this text
to provoke answers to how and why we serve God. By creating
new poetic forms and adapting ageless ideas and expressions,

Vajda speaks in the language of his time.

Music Copyright ©1983 by G.1.A. Publications, Inc,

Tune:

ROEDER 54.6.7.7.
Carl F. Schalk, 1983




Halleluja 236

Traduional
e .
- — ; p —
Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja. Hal-le hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja.

C§7  Fgm Bm E7susd E7 A
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1 1 '—. e :

9 s e

Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja. Hal-le - lu-ja, hal-le-lu - ja
This joyous response may be used following readings of scripture, Tune: HALLELUIJA
or as a processional or recessional, especially during Easter. Caribbean melody
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A Place at the Table

UMITED 1N CHRIST

3149
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2. For wom - an and man, a place at rthe ta ble, re
3. For woung and for old, a place at the ta ble, a
4. For just and un just, B place at the ta ble, |
5. For €V - erv-one born, a place at rthe ta ble, o
I I —
| 1 I. [ .
Fr—
eV - CrY - One bomn, clean wa-ter and bread, a shel-ter, a
vis - ing the roles, de - cid-ing the share, with wis-dom and
voice o be heard, a part in the song, the hands of a
bus - er, a bused, with need to for - give, . i an - ger, in
liwve with-out fear, and sim-ply to be, e work, 1o speak
Fa .
b7 e ——— e "

o i - - i - ,.U L — . - —
Space, a safe place for grow - ing, for ey - ery - one born, =a
grace, di vid - ing the pow - er, for wom - an and man, a
child in hands that are wrin - kled, for voung and for old, the
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out, 1o Wik - ness and wor ship, for ev - ery-one born, the
Refrain
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jus - tice and joy!

WORDS: Shirey Erena Slurras
RS Laorn Troe

Woards © ks Flopse Palvlislaing, Conmprainy
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Help Us Accept Each Other

Fred Kaan, 1974; alt.

1 Help us ac-cept each oth-er

as Chnist ac-cept-ed us;

teach us as sis-ter, broth-er,
each per-son to em-brace.

Be pres-ent, God, a-mong us,
and bring us to be-lieve

we are our-selves ac-cept-ed
and meant to love and live.

2 Teach us, O God, your les-sons,

as in our dai-ly life

we strug-gle to be hu-man
and search for hope and faith.

Teach us to care for peo-ple,
for all, not just for some,

to love them as we find them,
or as they may be-come.,

Dutch theologian Fred Kaan was ordained in the United
Reformed Church in England and Wales and has served as an
international church administrator. Author of more than 200
hymns, Kaan frequently has addressed contemporary issues in

his rexts.
Words Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing Company
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John 15:12; 17:20-23; Eph. 4:1-6, 11-16

3 Let your ac-cep-tance change us,

so that we may be moved

in liv-ing sit-u-a-tions
to do the truth in love;

To prac-tice your ac-cep-tance,
un-til we know by heart

the ta-ble of for-give-ness
and laugh-ter’s heal-ing art.

4 God, for to-day’s en-coun-ters

with all who are in need,
who hun-ger for ac-cep-tance,
for righ-teous-ness and bread,
Bring us new eyes for see-ing,
new hands for hold-ing on;
re-new us with your Spir-it;
God! Free us, make us one!

Tune: AURELIA 7.6.7.6.D.
Samuel S. Wesley, 1864





