Plymouth Congregational Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Welcome all!

Service of the Word
May 25, 2025

! i Sixth Sunday of Easter
o o s s 10:00 am - Worship
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& Wisdom of the Week «&

Christians, especially ministers, so often think they must always contribute something when they are in
the company of others, that this is the one service they have to render. They forget that listening can be a
greater service than speaking. Many people are looking for an ear that will listen. They do not find it
among Christians, because these Christians are talking where they should be listening. But the one who
can no longer listen to his brother and sister will soon be no longer listening to God either; they will be
doing nothing but prattle in the presence of God too. This is the beginning of the death of the spiritual
life, and in the end there is nothing left but spiritual chatter and clerical condescension arrayed in pious
words. One who cannot listen long and patiently will presently be talking beside the point and be never
really speaking to others, albeit they will be not conscious of it. Those who think that their time is too
valuable to spend keeping quiet will eventually have no time for God and their brother and sister, but
only for themselves and for their own follies....

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Order of Worship

Be still ...
and aware of God’s presence
... In you and around you.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
~ “In Your Light, We See Light” ~

PRELUDE “O Jesus, | Have Promised” arr. Emma Lou Diemer
GREETING Pastor Craig French
CALL TO WORSHIP (by Sally Johnson, adapted) Sarah Cowles

One: The voice that whispered us into being in the beginning still speaks:

ALL: Let there be light!

One: The voice that fed us in the wilderness still feeds us, saying:

ALL: Let there be light!

One: In the story we share with our God of mystery and amazing love,
the same voice calls to us each and every morning:

ALL: Let there be light!

*OPENING HYMN 577 “God the Omnipotent” insert, pg. 9
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
OPENING PRAYER (from enfleshed.com)

Holy One, you meet us in the midst of all that troubles us.
We ache and we worry. We stress and we wonder.
How will you make a way for us?
Just as you comforted the disciples
who couldn’t imagine their own future,
comfort us too.
May your peace wash over us,
that we might find the courage to live boldly
all that you have taught us,
trusting always in your eternal work of redemption.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE

THE GIFT OF THE WORD
STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the story, children preschool through
grade 5 will depart for Learning Community.

SCRIPTURE Acts 16:9-15 Common English Bible

*Please stand if you are able




SUNG RESPONSE 236 “Halle, Halle, Halle” insert, pg. 10

ANTHEM “Lydia, Seller of Purple” Joseph Downing

Lydia, seller of purple, praying with friends, outside a city wall.

The Lord opened her heart to listen to Paul (All in her household were also baptized.)
She told Paul, “If you judge me faithful, come to my house to stay;

come stay in my home this day."

Lydia, seller of purple.

Oh Lord, as Paul came to her home to stay,

Come stay in my heart this day.

MESSAGE “A Listening and Responding Community”
*HYMN 579 “Great God of Earth and Heaven” insert, pg. 11
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

On the last Sunday of the month, we pray this Maori version of the Lord’s Prayer, using
contemporary, inclusive language. It is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book.

Eternal Spirit,

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver

Source of all that is and all that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth.
With bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
May it be so. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO ACTION

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT Esther Zorn
OFFERTORY “Keep a Joyful Song Ringing in Your Heart” Hal Hopson
OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY

Let trumpets sound and voices sing!
Let all on earth their praises bring!
For Christ has conquered sin and death,
and given life eternal breath.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



*CLOSING HYMN 436 “God of Grace and God of Glory” insert, pg. 12
*BENEDICTION
CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT

POSTLUDE “The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God” Benedetto Marcello
(from Psalm 19)

A special thank you to Alice Hatt for filling in today and last Sunday while Joe Downing is away.

Carol Watson Greenhouse, thank you for all the wonderful plants you donated “in memory of Carol
Palmer (a lifetime Plymouth member)” to our Heifer Fund Raising by the youth of Plymouth Church. We
raised over $1,100 with the donated plants and the arts and crafts of our youth. With the doubling offer
that’s over $2,200 for Heifer International. Congratulations Plymouth family and friends!

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Office « office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs On YOU «%

USHER: Frank Leonard LITURGIST: Sarah Cowles
DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Cindy Perrine
COMMUNITY TIME: the Deacons
FLOWERS: Esther and Tom Zorn
COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Elaine Wolf
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

& Some Things You Ought to Know «&
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

e Today Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, Memorial Hall
e Mon. May 26 Memorial Day the office will be closed.
e Wed. May 28 Food Pantry, 2-4pm, Basement
e Thu. May?29 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary
e Sat. May30 Pastoral Search Committee, 8:30am-12:30pm,
e Sun. June 1 Worship with the Plymouth Bells, 10am, Sanctuary

Community Time, Memorial Hall
De-escalation Training, 12:15pm, Memorial Hall

Please join us: after Worship for Community Time in Memorial Hall.

Next Sunday: Plymouth Church will be hosting the second part of the De-escalation Training on June 1%
right after Community Time in Memorial Hall. This part, presented by CJ Jones of AccessCNY, will
focus on learning skills for de-escalation of potential conflicts. Don’t forget to bring your bag lunch.


mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

For any who missed Mental Health 101 on May 18, a recording of that session has been posted on
the Plymouth Facebook page and on our YouTube channel. The YouTube address is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfFLUCHUKY This first session introduced a number of concepts
about mental health. For any who are interested in the De-escalation training, know that the first session
was NOT a prerequisite for the June 1 session — the second session will be focused on specific skills, and
will be an opportunity for interaction and practice.

YOU can make a difference on Sunday mornings at Plymouth! Additional ushers are needed to help
the worship service run smoothly and make visitors and seasoned members alike feel welcomed as they
enter the church on Sunday. Sign up to be an usher today on the chart at the back of the sanctuary or by
contacting the church office. No experience needed — training will be provided! Have questions? Ask any
of our friendly Deacons (identified by their orange nametags)

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you park.

Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles inside that may be needed at any time. Also, please
don’t park in designated spaces. If it is not marked as a parking spot, then it needs to remain open so
others can get in and out of other parking areas. Thank you.

Two Announcements from our Music Director, Joe Downing

The Syracuse Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will hold its annual Dinner

and Recital at Plymouth Congregational Church on Friday, June 6th. You are invited to attend either, or
both the dinner and organ recital. The dinner will be at 6 pm, prepared by Joe Downing and Carole
Brzozowski and cost $20 per person, and the recital will follow, and it is free for all to attend. The
recitalist will be Valentina Huang who won both the First Prize and the Audience Prize at the 2024
Poister International Organ Competition. For the dinner, please call Lori at the church office before
June 1% to reserve a place (you can pay at the door).

Second Announcement

Following our choirs' trip to Germany, we will be hosting the Choir of the Protestant
church of Michelstadt, Germany (where our former intern Anneke Peereboom is pastor) for a choir
festival to be held at Plymouth the weekend of Thursday, October 9™ to Monday, October 12th. We
plan on about 4 choirs from Onondaga county to participate along with our guests from
Germany. This will be an "all hands-on deck™ event for Plymouth as we attempt to approximate the
overwhelming hospitality shown to us. We are looking for the following volunteers:
1. A committee to oversee the entire weekend
2. A committee to plan an opening banquet on Thursday for our German guests, a reception
following the Saturday evening concert, and a final lunch following
Sunday services.
3. A committee to plan entertainment for our German guests, including a Friday trip to Niagara
Falls, and a Sunday afternoon Finger Lakes Wine Tour.
4. Approximately 6 mini-vans and drivers to provide transportation from Thursday
until Monday.
Housing for approximately three dozen choir members/spouses.
6. Fund raising to cover expenses for this project.

o

If you can help in any way, please contact Joe Downing at jdowning@syr.edu



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfLuCHUKY
mailto:jdowning@syr.edu

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

/- OFFICE OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ADVOCACY

Love the Least of [hese:
Protect Children, the Sick, and the Poor

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

The American Dream is built on the idea that each person would be able to meet
their essential human needs as well as their wildest dreams of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. To enact a dream, one cannot be caught in a cycle of
survival wherein they are looking for their next meal, housing, or worrying about
keeping themselves and their loved ones healthy.

Congress is on the brink of passing a bill which would force millions of
people to choose between a doctor’s visit and a full meal—all while increasing
the national debt by $4 trillion, giving tax cuts to billionaires, and funding
increased detention and deportation of our immigrant neighbors.

As Christians, we will not allow the budget to be “balanced” on the backs of
low-income communities. This budget reconciliation bill, if passed, would cause
10.1 million people to lose Medicaid coverage, and 4 million children to go
hungry without SNAP benefits. It would also exclude over 2 million U.S. citizen
children from the child tax credit because one of their parents is not a U.S.
citizen, punishing children for their parents’ immigration status. Additionally,
this bill would increase spending on the detention and deportation of our
immigration neighbors by over 40% while allowing the wealthy to skirt taxes on
inherited investments and corporations to deduct even more in taxes.

By supporting this bill, our elected officials are allowing more children to go
hungry, more sick people to die, and more of our sacred neighbors to lose their
homes. The only ones who will benefit from this bill are those who have more
than enough.



With the House passing this legislation in the dead of night even as costs
continue to rise, we must tell the Senate to vote NO on this budget
reconciliation bill!

JUSTICE & PEACE

ACTION NETW&*RK

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Bluesky, and X.

If you want to send a message to Senate use this URL.

www.votervoice.net/JAWM/Campaigns/126848/Respond

What’s NEW this Easter Season at Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC

1. Sermon Series: “Building Blocks of Christian Community” ... based on the Book of Acts ... Sunday
mornings at 10:00 ... May 4 - June 1.

2. Join a Covenant Community: Covenant Communities are small groups of 8 - 12 people who meet
monthly in different homes for fellowship, conversation and the sharing of food. They provide a safe,
confidential place, sharing joys and concerns, and experiencing God’s presence and caring in each other.
Sign up in May.

3. Visit and learn about the new Food Pantry set-up, plus recognize our many past and present Pantry
volunteers. Sunday, June 1 (following worship).

4. Help plan for and host the return visit of the choir from Michelstadt, Germany (Oct. 9-13). Non-
singers welcome! Talk to Joe Downing ASAP.

5. Add your name to a group of persons interested in becoming an official part of the Plymouth
congregation, either as a full or associate member. Contact Rev. French or the church office for more
information.

6. Promote healthy relations in the congregation and with visitors. This 2-part series will focus on
emotions and behaviors that act as triggers + effective de-escalation skills. Part 2: Next Sunday, 6/1 ...
12:15 - 2:30. Bring a bag lunch.

From Tom Zorn, President of Trustees


https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/X4yY1HSlPV16EVTBRqidSA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/BfrCmUEEtY_8kEVnmuAD5A
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/DgKPAhKpl45Yw88zxIsccQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/PoxBjP7Ve3oARUJ-9sPCQA
http://www.votervoice.net/JAWM/Campaigns/126848/Respond

For any who missed Mental Health 101 on May 18, a recording of that session has been posted on the
Plymouth Facebook page and on our YouTube channel. The YouTube address is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfFLUCHUKY This first session introduced a number of concepts
about mental health. For any who are interested in the De-escalation training, know that the first session
was NOT a prerequisite for the June 1 session — the second session will be focused on specific skills, and
will be an opportunity for interaction and practice.

& Welcome to Plymouth «&
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe in
beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, and
inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion for
ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on the
shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank label on
the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global family.
To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out the card
found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact the
world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning offering,
or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth Church
and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew and place it
in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfLuCHUKY
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org

God the Omnipotent!

St 1=2, Henry V. Chorley, 1842; alt,
St 3=, John Ellerion, 1870; alf,

JUSTICE AND PEACE
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our time, we pray.
our time, we pray.
our time, we pray.
your time, we pray.
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Two English hymns, one by Henry F. Chorley, a friend of
Charles Dickens, and another by Church of England priest John
Ellerton, are combined in this text. The tune was originally
writters for the Russtan nationaf anthem.

|ar

Tune: RUSSIAN HYMN 11.10.11.9,
Alexis F. Lvov, 1833



Halleluja 236
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Hal-le, hal-le, hal - le - lu - ja. Hal-le - lu-ja, hal-le-lu - ja

This joyous response may be used following readings of scripture, Tune: HALLELUJA
or as a processional or recessional, especially during Easter. Caribbean melody






God of Grace and God of Glory

Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930; alr.

STRUGGLE AND CONFLICT

436

at Union Theological Seminary from 1915 ta 1946. This hymn
was written for the opening service and dedication of Riverside
Church, New York City, which he served far twenty years.
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bring its bud to glo-rious flower. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
free our hearts for faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age,
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Harry Emerson Fosdick, a prophetic preacher and writer, taught Tune: CWM RHONDDA 8787877,

John Hughes, ¢. 1907





