
 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

Welcome all! 
 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

June 1, 2025 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

10:00 am – Worship 

 
 

PLYMOUTH’S LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

“We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the 

Indigenous People, 

on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.” 

 

 Wisdom of the Week  

 

Paul’s two letters to the Corinthians show us a community in which there was uncertainty, arrogance, 

slanted theology, and serious social conflicts. It would have been no different in other places. What 

distinguishes those communities is not their moral integrity or the power of their faith, still less their 

unanimity. Nevertheless, Paul calls them “the saints” ... He thus expresses the conviction that what is 

crucial is not the mistakes that are made; there will always be those. Theological foolishness is also 

not decisive; there will never be a lack of that. Not even sin and guilt are the most important things, 

however dreadful they often are; they can be forgiven. What is decisive, after all, what everything 

depends on, is that the community knows that God has called it to make the divine plan visible and to 

be a place of reconciliation in the world as the body of Christ. 

Gerhard Lohfink 

  



 

 

 
 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

~ “In Your Light, We See Light” ~ 

 PRELUDE   “Lament” Phyllis Anschicks 

    Plymouth Bells with Christina Jureller, violin soloist 

 GREETING     Pastor Craig French 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (from enfleshed.com, adapted)          Kathleen Deters-Hayes 

 One:    Surely the dead go on living— 

 ALL:   The dust of their DNA clings to our clothes. 

 One:    Time turns them to soil; 

 ALL:   Out of soil blooms a wild meadow. 

 One:    And still we long for the dead in the form we knew them— 

 ALL:   A laugh recognizable, an embrace familiar. 

 One:    The power of the Holy Spirit is the longing for intimacy— 

 ALL:   To know and be known, to love and be loved. 

 One:    And so it is with us— 

 We long, we cherish, we embrace, we yearn. 

 ALL:  We miss our dead, 

   And yet, courageously, stubbornly, we go on living. 

*OPENING HYMN 595  “Some Glad Morning” insert, pg. 7   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

  OPENING PRAYER (attributed to St. Benedict) 

Gracious and Holy God, 

give us the wisdom to discover You, 

the intelligence to understand You, 

the diligence to seek after You, 

the patience to wait for You, 

eyes to behold You, 

a heart to meditate upon You, 

and a life to proclaim You. 
 

 SILENT PRAYER 

 

 WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE 

 

  

Order of Worship 

 
Be still …  

and aware of God’s presence 

… in you and around you. 

*Please stand if you are able 



 

   THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES   Esther Zorn 

Following the story, children preschool through 

grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

 GOSPEL SONG 236   “Halle, Halle, Halle” insert, pg, 8  

 SCRIPTURE    Acts 1:1-11 Common English Bible 

 ANTHEM   “Acts 1:10-11” William Hooper 

 MESSAGE    “Community: The Ideal vs. The Real” 

*HYMN 347   “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” insert, pg. 9 

    THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)  

Continuing through the end of summer we will be using “debts.” 

You are welcome to pray this or other words of your preference. 
 

  All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts  

as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 COMMUNION PRAYER  NCH pg. 16 insert, pp. 10-14      

 RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

Please walk to the front of the sanctuary, where deacons will offer you  

the bread and the cup. Sealed packets of the elements are also available –  

just let the server know if you prefer that option. Please take the bread and cup 

 back to your seat, where we will eat and drink together. 

    OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 CALL TO ACTION    

 OFFERTORY  “Lord, When Thou Didst Ascend” William Billings 

 OFFERING 

For June and July, we will be taking up a special offering for Pride celebrations. 

*DOXOLOGY   

     Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 

     Let all on earth their praises bring! 

     For Christ has conquered sin and death, 

     and given life eternal breath. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN 611  “O Day of God, Draw Near”  insert, pg. 15   

*BENEDICTION 



 

 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 POSTLUDE   “Gavotte” Arcangelo Corelli 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  

 

USHERS: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine LITURGIST: Kathleen Deters-Hayes 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Heather Evans and Esther Zorn 

COMMUNITY TIME:  

FLOWERS: Esther and Tom Zorn 

COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Susan Hawks 

COMUNION COORDINATOR: Esther Zorn 

COMMUNION SERVERS: Andrea Abbott, Heather Evans and Arne Hook 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

 

Thank you: Christina Jureller for joining the Plymouth Bells in today’s service. 
 

YOU can make a difference on Sunday mornings at Plymouth! Additional ushers are needed to 

help the worship service run smoothly and make visitors and seasoned members alike feel welcomed 

as they enter the church on Sunday. Sign up to be an usher today on the chart at the back of the 

sanctuary or by contacting the church office. No experience needed – training will be provided! Have 

questions? Ask any of our friendly Deacons (identified by their orange nametags) 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today  Worship and Communion, 10am, Sanctuary 

    Community Time, Memorial Hall 

    De-escalation Training, 12:15pm, Memorial Hall 

• Tue. June  3 Urban Job Taskforce Meeting, 4pm, Parlor 

• Wed. June  4 Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu. June  5 Bell Choir, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

• Fri. June  6 Annual American Guild of Organist Dinner and Concert 

• Sun. June  8  Pentecost Sunday Worship, 10am, Sanctuary with Guest Preacher:

 former pastor, Quinn Caldwell 

  Community Time, Memorial Hall 

Please join us: after Worship for Community Time in Memorial Hall. 

After Community Time: Plymouth Church will be hosting the second part of the De-escalation 

Training on June 1st right after Community Time in Memorial Hall. This part, presented by CJ Jones 

of AccessCNY, will focus on learning skills for de-escalation of potential conflicts. Don’t forget to 

bring your bag lunch. 

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 
 

Office  office@plymouthsyr.org 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


 

For any who missed Mental Health 101 on May 18, a recording of that session has been posted on the 

Plymouth Facebook page and on our YouTube channel.  The YouTube address is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfLuCHUKY This first session introduced a number of 

concepts about mental health.  For any who are interested in the De-escalation training, know that the 

first session was NOT a prerequisite for the June 1 session – the second session will be focused on 

specific skills, and will be an opportunity for interaction and practice. 

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you park.  

Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles inside that may be needed at any time. Also, 

please don’t park in designated spaces. If it is not marked as a parking spot, then it needs to remain 

open so others can get in and out of other parking areas. Thank you. 

Plymouth loves to share its stories!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events, 

and then shared in the monthly Plymouth Story, on the website, in social media and by partnering 

organizations.  If you have taken any pictures that you want to share, please submit them to the church 

office. 

We are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during Worship and at Community 

Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new or just 

visiting.  

Plymouth Friends: If you wish to participate in or sponsor the 5K event to benefit Sage Upstate, the 

registration closes on June 10th. You can register on the day of the event, Saturday June 14th, with a 

slight increase in the fee.  For more information go to: https://www.sageupstate.org/pride-5k  

• Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on 

the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank 

label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of 

worship.  

• Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global 

family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out 

the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org 

• Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact 

the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning 

offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to 

giving@plymouthsyr.org. 

• Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth 

Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew 

and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfGfLuCHUKY
https://www.sageupstate.org/pride-5k
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


 

 Welcome to Plymouth  

232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836 

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming, 

Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation. 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark fighting slavery.  Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white 

supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people, 

workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe 

in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable, 

and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion 

for ourselves and our neighbors. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 









 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 














