Plymouth Congregational Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Welcome all!

Service of Word

June 22, 2025

Second Sunday of Pentecost
10:00 am — Worship

Standing on Holy Ground ...

We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation,
Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the Indigenous People,
on whose ancestral land Plymouth Church now stands.

Order of Worship

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

Be still ...
and aware of God’s presence
... in you and around you.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

PRELUDE “Priere a Notre-Dame” Léon Boéllman
GREETING Pastor Craig French
CALL TO WORSHIP Michelle Bell

One: The Holy takes on flesh in every gender and sexual orientation,

every race and ability, every body size and body type.
ALL: Each embodied difference is a unique glimpse of Holy Wonder.
One: Blessed are those who search for God

among the oppressed, the betrayed, the turned-away, the scorned.
ALL: Blessed are those who receive with joy

the gifts of God enfleshed among us.
One: Thanks be to God who blesses the peculiar

and rejoices in the uniqueness of every body and being.
ALL: The Sacred is with us.

Let us worship and be transformed.

*Please stand if you are able.




*OPENING HYMN 22 “Sing Praise to God” insert, pg. 8
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
OPENING PRAYER

ALL: God, when you called each of us into being,
You delighted in your work.
You gifted us with differences
that showcase the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and love
in your creation.
In whatever ways we still struggle to accept and celebrate
our own marvelous uniqueness,
free us from narrow thinking
that confines, constrains or condemns
your good work in us and others.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF GRACE AND HOPE

THE GIFT OF THE WORD
STORY FOR ALL AGES Craig French
Following the story, all the children shall return to their parents
SCRIPTURE Luke 9:46-55 Common English Bible
MESSAGE
*HYMN “Cast Out, O Christ” insert, pg. 9

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Continuing through the end of summer we will be using “debts.”
You are welcome to pray this or other words of your preference.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

CALL TO ACTION

OFFERTORY “O Divine Redeemer” Charles Gounod
Klark Johnson, soprano

OFFERING



*DOXOLOGY

Praise God whose breath fills all the earth
Whose love reveals our sacred worth
Whose Spirit leads us all to thrive
Of every nation, every tribe. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN 177 “God of Change and Glory” insert, pp. 10 & 11
*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT

POSTLUDE “Menuet Gothique” Léon Boéllman

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator

Office « office@plymouthsyr.org

& Plymouth Runs on YOU %

USHERS: Frank Leonard LITURGIST: Michelle Bell
DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Leslie Lawrence
COMMUNITY TIME: Hava and Josh Carroll

FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson in memory of
Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano Peterson.
COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Keith Jakway

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

YOU can make a difference on Sunday mornings at Plymouth! Additional ushers are needed to
help the worship service run smoothly and make visitors and seasoned members alike feel welcomed
as they enter the church on Sunday. Sign up to be an usher today on the chart at the back of the
sanctuary or by contacting the church office. No experience needed — training will be provided! Have
questions? Ask any of our friendly Deacons (identified by their orange nametags)

& Some Things You Ought to Know «&

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH
e Today Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, Memorial Hall
o Tue. June 24 Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor*

e Wed. June25 Food Pantry, 2—4pm, Basement
e Sun. June 29 Worship, 10am, Memorial Hall

Please note: If you are a bit late, please use the Madison St door
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Please join us: after Worship for Community Time in Memorial Hall.

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair
who can receive your request and share meeting information with you.

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you park.
Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles inside that may be needed at any time. Also,
please don’t park in designated spaces. If it is not marked as a parking spot, then it needs to remain
open so others can get in and out of other parking areas. Thank you.

Plymouth loves to share its stories! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events,
and then shared in the monthly Plymouth Story, on the website, in social media and by partnering
organizations. If you have taken any pictures that you want to share, please submit them to the church
office.

We ARE a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during Worship and at Community
Time. Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new or just
visiting.

& Music Notes for Sunday, June 15 th , 2025 «&

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) led a short, but very productive life. He came from a privileged
family and was writing major works while still a teenager. Both he and his sister, Fanny Mendelssohn
Hensel composed and painted. (Some of Fanny’s works were published under Felix’s name because it
wasn’t considered proper for a woman to compose!) He traveled extensively and wrote two oratorios

for English choirs with orchestra (who, unlike most other country’s choirs, were used to performing
major choral works with orchestra.) He also was responsible for promoting the works of J. S. Bach,
even performing the massive St. Matthew Passion which is scored for three choirs, two orchestras and
eight soloists, for which many contemporaries of Mendelssohn judged it a “theoretical” work — not

really expected to be performed. He also was involved in the Bach Gesellschaft, which began the
collection and publication of all the works of Bach. Our prelude is one of the nearly fifty “Songs
Without Words” that he wrote for piano. Vincent Edwards ... There are MANY Vince Edwards, but I
believe the one who composed our anthem is currently the Director of Music at Grace Episcopal

Church in Providence, Rhode Island, using a text from Isaiah 54:13.

And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord,
and great shall be the peace of your children.

I first heard Frederik Pratt Green’s text a decade after it was written. At that time, no tune had become
consistently attached to the text, so I wrote my own. Alexander Schreiner (1901-1987) was the senior
organist at the Tabernacle in Salt Lake City starting in 1924. He was away from Salt Lake for many
years, including time studying in Paris with Widor and Vierne, as well as several years in the Los

Angeles area playing for prominent churches, synagogues and theatres. In 1948 he was largely
responsible for the present Tabernacle organ, considered one of the finest instruments in the country.
Our postlude comes from a collection of pieces he composed, arranged or assembled for church use.
How many remember in the first half of the twentieth century when the youth of the church would
literally march out of the service to go to their Sunday School classes? In the days when some
congregations might have children numbering in the hundreds, it could take up to five minutes for
them to move from the sanctuary to the Sunday School room.



JUSTICE & PEACE

ACTION NETWs*RK

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

The work of rural healthcare providers is sacred— offering not just medical care, but comfort,
dignity, and presence in times of crisis and celebration alike. Yet Congress is poised to threaten
the very institutions that make this healthcare possible, putting lives and communities at risk.

The so-called “One Big Beautiful Bill" is currently under consideration by the U.S. Senate after
the House passed the bill in May. While the bill defunds most federal programs for the poor, it
would specifically reduce federal Medicaid spending by $723 billion over the next 10 years.

This will have a disproportionate impact on rural healthcare providers, including hospitals,
clinics, and doctors’ offices. Folks in rural areas are less likely to have private coverage
compared to those in urban and other areas, so Medicaid traditionally helps fill this gap in
private coverage, covering nearly one in four individuals in rural areas. In many states,
Medicaid coverage rates are higher in rural areas than in urban areas or other areas of the
state.

Rural hospitals, which rely heavily on Medicaid and already operate on thin margins, will be hit
hardest—many may be forced to close their doors for good. This bill slashes Medicaid by
imposing harsh work requirements, adding $35 copays, and blocking those removed from re-
enrolling through the ACA Marketplace—leaving 11 million people uninsured. Uninsured
patients still seek care, often in emergency rooms, driving up overcrowding, delaying urgent
care, and pushing uncompensated care costs to $278 billion over the next decade.

Protecting rural healthcare workers is a profound expression of our faith’s call to care for one
another, especially the most vulnerable. The work of these institutions is an embodiment of
compassion, justice, and healing that echoes the ministry of Jesus, who went out to the margins
to serve.

Supporting and safeguarding rural healthcare is a moral imperative for people of faith who
believe that every person deserves to be safe, healthy, and cared for. Tell your senators today to

vote NO on this Big Evil Bill!

For more information go to: United Church of Christ Office of Public Policy and Advocacy



https://www.votervoice.net/JAWM/Campaigns/127749/Respond

& Welcome to Plymouth «&
232 E. Onondaga Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315-474-4836

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming,
Progressive Christian, and Sanctuary Congregation.

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark fighting slavery. Since then, we continue to live our faith by standing against racism, white
supremacy culture, poverty, and war; standing up for the rights of immigrants, indigenous people,
workers, women, and LGBTQ folk; and seeking to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe
in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for building a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive Beloved Community in God, and the Way of Jesus Christ which is love and compassion
for ourselves and our neighbors.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

e Resources for Children: Worship Activity Kits are available for children ages 3 - 5th grade on
the shelves in the back of the sanctuary. We ask that your children put their names on the blank
label on the box the first time they use a kit, take that kit each week, and return it at the end of
worship.

e Visiting for the First Time? We are so glad to meet another member of our extended global
family. To add your name to our mailing list so we can know how to best serve you, please fill out
the card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate or email office@plymouthsyr.org

e Giving: Part of worshipping God is through giving. We can only live into our mission to impact
the world TOGETHER with the generosity of all! You can share your gifts during the morning
offering, or by mailing a check to Plymouth Church at the address above or via PayPal to
giving@plymouthsyr.org.

e Prayer Requests: We are excited to be worshiping together both with members of Plymouth
Church and the wider world. To add a name to our Prayer List, fill out the card found in the pew
and place it in the offering plate or contact office@plymouthsyr.org
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Yes, | CAN help with the Arts and Crafts Festival!
| would like to work the following shift(s):
O Sunday, July 20 following worship (strong people needed to move furniture out of parlor
and bring tables up from the basement)
O Thursday, July 25 4:30pm — 5:30pm (strong and tall people needed to set up tents and

tables, etc.)

Friday, July 25 Saturday, July 26 Sunday, July 27

O 8:30am — 12:00pm O 9:00am — 12:00pm O 9:00am — 12:00pm
O 11:30am — 3:00pm O 11:30am — 3:00pm O 11:30am — 3:00pm
O 2:30pm — 6:30pm O 2:30pm — 5:30pm 0O 2:30pm — 6:00pm

O The shifts above don’t fit my schedule, but | am available

(date) (time)
O I am willing to bake at home — please contact me about what recipe to use and other
specifics (Questions? Contact Kelly Procopio, 315-450-1023 or kelly.tooley@gmail.com)

(Name)

(Phone)

(Email)



GOD
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Ps. 68:4, 32; Ps. 105

Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped

Joachim Neander, 1680

Transl. Madeleine Forell Marshall, 1993
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Joachim Neander was a dedicated, caring pastor of the

Reformed Church in Diisseldorf, Germany. This was the most

familiar of his fifty-six hymn texts, which were published along
with many of his original tunes in 1680, the year of his death.
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Tune: LOBE DEN HERREN 14.14.4.7.8.
Erneuerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1665
Adapt. and harm. William S. Bennett, 1863



Cast Out, O Christ

3072

WORDS: Mary Louise Bringle
MUSIC:  American folk melody
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HOUSE OF THE RISING SUN
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EPIPHANY SEASON

177

1 Cor, 12:4-27

God of Change and Glory

Al Carmines, 1973

C a C F a c
e i - 4 o 4 d. " +
1 1 1 | L 1 1 1 L } ¥ ’
T e g g I I e & &
I | B
1 God of changeand glo - ry, God of time and  space,
2 God of man -y col - ors, God of man -y SIgns,
3 Fresh-ness of the mom - ing, new -ness of each night,
. . 2 " s -
- P . 8
us
L A D7 G
o ! :“ fo o m—— —
i }  — —& - =]
F R O PR
when we fear the fu - re, give (0 us your grace.
you have made us dif - ferent, bless-ing man - y  Kinds.
you are stll cre - at - ing end - less love and light
iy | -
Y4 ; @ : X
=4 -
1
G7 C F (o000 ¢ | R o G c
fa) | | it : ] R
1 1 1 i ] | 1 1 1 i
1 1 ]I: L i . L | | i i :‘H
Tr R by o
In the midstof chang-ing ways give us still the grace to praise.
As the old ways dis - ap-pear, let yourlove cast out our fear,
This we see, as shad-ows part, man-y giftsfrom one great heart.
Py },L
i a 2
oy j === = ==
1 1 1 X 1
& T
Refrain
C F G c F C
0 —— — i g } }
= 1 1 = I ! P —" 1 _i[ — —
. & g = arsSane|
S EBE e e
Man - y gifts, one Spir - it, one love known in man - y ways.
o= 2 "
I8
- ] !
Al Carntines, composer, playwright, performer, and teacher, has Tune: KATHERINE 6.5.6.5.7.7.

served as minister for two Upited Church of Christ congregations
it New York City. This hymn, commissioned in 1973, was one
of the first modern texrs to claim diversity as a gift from God.
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Al Carnunes, 1973



EPIPHANY SEASON
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one Giv-er, one Word, one Spir-it, one God knownin man-y ways,
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hal-low-ing our days. For the Giv-er, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise!
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