
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Summer Worship 2025 
Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC 

Downtown Syracuse NY 
10am, Memorial Hall 

 

Please do not discard this bulletin! 
If you don’t want to take it home with you, 

Please leave it on the table for use in future weeks. 
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GATHERING FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting / Invitation to Worship 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

 New every morning is your love, great God of light, 
  and all day long you are working for good in the world. 
 Stir up in us desire to serve you, 
  to live peacefully with our neighbors–whoever they are– 
  and to devote each day to following the way 
  of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Singing and Rejoicing (2 or 3 songs, found on pages 4 – 7) 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

LEANING INTO GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
  

Prayer of Illumination 
 

 O God, you freely pour out your spirit of grace and love. 
 Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts, 
  that with burning zeal and steady minds 
 we may gratefully receive what you have to say this day.   Amen 
 

Scripture 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

[Story for All Ages] 
 

[Song]              “Many Gifts, One Spirit” 
  

Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many ways. 
In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise 

one Giver, one Word, one Spirit, one God 
known in many ways, hallowing our days. 

For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise! 
 

Message [and Table Discussion] 
 

Silent Reflection 
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BECOMING GOD’S GOOD NEWS 

 
 

Praying for Each Other and the World 

 

The Savior’s Prayer (You are welcome to use the wording that’s most familiar to you.) 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us out debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 
 

[Holy Communion – at the tables – July 6 + August 3, only] 
 

Offering and Special Music 
 

Call to Action 

 

Closing Song 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

   

Items in [brackets] are optional on any given Sunday. 

   
 

While you’re here, be sure to check out the Plymouth annotated timeline that’s being created 
along the wall of Memorial Hall. The timeline is a first step in developing Plymouth’s “profile 
statement” – a key early part of the work of the Pastoral Search Committee. How can you 
help? 

1. By adding your input to the timeline. (It won’t be complete without you!)  
See the guide sheet for more info. 

2. By reading what others remember and write about. 

The timeline will grow from week-to-week as people add their own perspectives, so keep 
watching. A member of the Pastoral Search Team will be here each Sunday to answer 
questions or provide any needed assistance. 
 

   
 

Pastor Craig will be on vacation July 1 – 14. While he’s gone, Andrea Abbott, Rick Cowles and 
Mary Jureller will help lead worship. Similarly, Andrea Abbott and Dave Pasinski will be on call 
for any emergency pastoral care needs. You may reach them by contacting the church office 
or by contacting them directly.  Thanks to all. 
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0.  For One Great Peace  

This thread I weave, this step I dance, this stone I carve, this ball I bounce, 
this nail I drive, this pearl I string, this flag I wave, this note I sing, 

 
This pot I shape, this fire I light, this fence I leap, this bone I knit 

this seed I nurse, this rift I mend, this child I raise, this earth I tend, 
 

This check I write, this march I join, this faith I state, this truth I sign, 
this is small part, in one small place, of one heart’s beat for one great Peace. 

  

3. There is a Balm in Gilead  
 

Refrain: There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole. 
There is a balm in Gilead to head the sin-sick soul.  

 

Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.   Refrain 

 

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, who died to save us all.   Refrain 

1. This is My Song 

This is my song, oh God of all  
the nations, a song of peace for 
lands afar and mine. This is my  
home, the country where my  
heart is; here are my hopes, my  
dreams, my holy shrine; but  
other hearts in other lands are  
beating with hopes and dreams 
as true and high as mine. 
 
My country's skies are bluer than the 
ocean, and sunlight beams on clover 
leaf and pine. But other lands have 
sunlight too and clover, and skies are 
everywhere as blue as mine. This is 
my song, oh God of all the nations; a 
song of peace for their land and for 
mine.  

2. Come, O Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, O fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace. 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
mount of thy redeeming love. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor, 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, how I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
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4. Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,  
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come;  
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand 
years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun 

7. Woke Up This Morning 
 

Woke up this morning with my mind 
stayed on Jesus  

(3x) 
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! 
 
Singing and praying with my mind… 
 
Can’t hate you, neighbor … 
 
Love everybody… 

8. Swing Low 
 

Refrain: Swing low, sweet  
chariot, coming’ for to carry  
me home. (repeat) 
 
I looked over Jordan and what did  
I see? 
A band of angels comin’ after me… 
 
Refrain 
 
If you get to heaven before I do… 
Tell all my friends I'm comin' there 
too… 
 

9. We are Marching 
 

We are marching in the light of God 
(repeat). 
 
…praying…  
 

…singing… 
 

…dancing… 
 

…marching… 

5. This is the Day 
 

This is the day (repeat) 
That our God has made (repeat) 
We will rejoice (repeat) 
And be glad in it (repeat) 
This is the day that our god has made, 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day (repeat) 
That our God has made! 
 

6. Live in Charity 
 

Live in charity and steadfast love, 
live in charity; God will dwell with you. 
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14. Morning Has Broken 
 

Morning has broken, like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken, like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!  
Praise for them springing fresh from the 

Word! 
 

Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness where God’s feet 

pass. 
 

Mine is the sunlight!  Mine is the morning 
born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God's re-cre-a-tion of the new day! 

10. A Mighty Fortress 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 
Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe, 
With craft and power great, and armed with cruel hate, 

On earth without an equal. 
 

God’s word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through Christ who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill, God's truth abideth still. 

God’s reign endures forever. 

12. We Shall Not Be Moved 
 

We shall not, we shall not be moved 
(repeat). 
Just like a tree planted by the water, 
we shall not be moved. 
 

When we sing together, … 
 

When we work together, … 

11. I Come with Joy 
 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved and free. 
The life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me (repeat). 

 

I come with Christians far and near, to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love, in Christ's communion bread (repeat). 

 

Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy, to give the world, the love that makes us one (repeat). 

13. Guide My Feet 
 

Guide my feet, while I run this race 
(repeat 2x); 
For I don’t want to run this race in vain. 
 

I’m your child… 
 

Hold my hand... 
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17. God of Great and Small 
God of great and God of small, 
God of one and God of all, 
God of weak and God of strong, 
God to whom all things belong: 
 
Refrain:  Alleluia, Alleluia, 
  Praise be to your name. 
 
God of silence, God of sound, 
God by whom the lost are found, 
God of day and darkest night, 
God whose love turns wrong to right: 
 
Refrain 

15. My Life Flows on in Endless Song 
 

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation. 
I hear the sweet though far off hymn, that hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing; 

it finds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing? 
 

What though my joys and comforts die?  My Savior still is living. 
What though the shadows gather ‘round? A new song Christ is giving. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that Rock I’m clinging; 

Since Love commands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

18.God Reigns O’er All the Earth 

God reigns o’er all the earth! 
Green hills and valleys low, 
the farms & towns in golds and browns, 
God’s grace and beauty show. 
God reigns o’er all the earth! 
Stone banks and spreading plains, 
in rainbow hues – red, yellow, blue –  
of streams and country lanes. 
 
God reigns o’er human life! 
Through youth and aging years, 
in death, in birth, in grief, in mirth, 
in all our hopes and fears. 
God reigns o’er human live! 
Our inspiration still. 
Through all our schemes, 
in all our dreams, 
we see God’s reigning will. 

16. Glory, Glory Hallelujah! 
 

Glory glory, Hallelujah 
since I laid my burdens down (2x) 
 
I feel better, so much better… 
 

Feel like shouting, “Hallelujah!”… 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 
Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s 
rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, 
laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of 

Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 
We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all Many and 
their gifts regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and 
ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 
We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across 
the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and 
preserve creation. 
 
We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety 
for immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the 
national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our 
brother and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that 
She does so not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through 
the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best 
strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 
life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

Summer Worship (in Memorial Hall) 
Please note: If you are a bit late, please use the Madison St door. 

 

July 6: Andrea Abbott / Rick Cowles August 3, 10, 17, 24 
July 13: Mary Jureller  led by Rev. Craig French 
July 20: Tara Sandlin  Theme: “Sensing God” 
July 27: Worship outside @ the Point + Mary Oliver poetry 
“Art, Creativity and the Holy” August 31: “Good Work”  
  (Labor Day Sunday) 

Summer Events 
July 25 – 27: Downtown Arts & Crafts Festival (Sign up today to help!) 

August 17: Interfaith Picnic @ Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 1 – 3   
August 20: Summer Picnic at the home of Hava and Josh Carroll 



Prelude:  Prelude in Db  Reinhold Gliere 
Hymns:  #4 Amazing Grace, #8 Swing Low, and #3 Balm in Gilead 
Scripture:   Luke 10:38-42 
Message:  
Offertory: Special Music 
  Tara Sandlin, Soprano soloist 
We express our appreciation to Tara Sandlin who, in addition to giving our sermon, provides the 
music for the Offertory. You may remember that Tara first came to Plymouth as the Soprano soloist 
for the choir? 
Closing Hymn: #15 My Life Flows on 
Postlude: Prelude in G  Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  

LITURGIST: Pastor Craig 
DEACONS ON DUTY: Leslie Lawrence and Cindy Perrine 

USHER: Gert Danzy 
COMMUNITY TIME: Hava and Josh Carroll 

FLOWERS: from the gardens of Plymouth’s families. 
COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Keith Jakway 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 
 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Today  Worship with Pastor Craig and Tara Sandlin, 10am, Memorial Hall  
• Tue July 22 NO Christian Formation 
• Wed July 23  Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 
• Thu July 24 Set up for 2025 Arts and Crafts Festival, 6pm 
• Fri July 25 Arts and Crafts Festival, 10am-6pm 
• Sat July 26 Arts and Crafts Festival, 10am-5pm 
• Sun July 27  Worship, 10am at the Point, No Community Time 

Arts and Crafts Festival, 10am-5pm 

Still haven’t signed up: To join in the fun volunteering at the Arts and Crafts Festival? No worries, 
there’s still time. Call the Church Office at 315-474-4836 or send an email to 
office@plymouthsyr.org.  

Plymouth’s Food Pantry has a grandmom that just got custody of her baby grandson and newborn 
boy clothes would be greatly appreciated, also needed are socks, razors, men’s and women’s 
underwear, and yes, freezer pops for the kids. LOL  

Thank you, 

Heather 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


  New  Joys and Concerns   

 
 

  
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

And thank you:

 

To the Chemical Engineering Department at SUNY ESF for the donation of a 
huge roll of paper that we are using for our timeline. One of the majors at ESF is Paper 

Engineering. Students have a project that requires them to turn 2 tons of scrap paper into 1 ton of 
usable paper. The final product is a very large roll of paper.

 

The department had several rolls left 
over and luckily one was a lovely cream color. 

 
 

Summer Worship

 

(in Memorial Hall)

 

Please note: If you are a bit late, please use the Madison St door.

 
 

     
     
    
   

    

Labor Day Sunday

 

Summer Events

 
 

July 25 –

 

27:

 

Downtown Arts & Crafts Festival 

 

You still haven’t signed up to join in the fun volunteering at the Arts and Crafts Festiva?

 

No worries. There’s still time. Call the Church Office at 315-474-4836

 

or send an email to office@plymouthsyr.org

 

August 17: Interfaith Picnic @ 

 

Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 1-3

 

You can sign up at

 

HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/LTWONPOTLUCK

 

August 20:

 

Summer Picnic 

at the home of 

 

Hava and Josh Carroll

 

More details to come in the August Plymouth Story.

 

July   6: Andrea Abbott / Rick Cowles
July 13: Mary Jureller
July 20: Tara Sandlin
July 27: Worship outside @ the Point
“Art, Creativity and the Holy” 
August 3, 10, 17, 24  
Theme: “Sensing God” 

led by Rev. Craig French
+ Mary Oliver poetry

August 31: “God at Work” 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


 
An Invitation from the Pastoral Search Committee 

The Pastoral Search Committee invites you to contribute to Plymouth's ongoing 
journey into the future, which is shaped by our collective past. However, merely 
listing dates and events does not fully convey the authentic story of the Plymouth 
community over the years. Therefore, starting on Sunday, June 29, and continuing 
throughout the summer, we encourage each of you to share YOUR narratives by 
adding them to an annotated timeline displayed in Memorial Hall. This timeline 
will serve as a visual representation of our congregational life, highlighting the 
relationships and activities that form our shared memories.  

Feel free to express yourself through words, drawings, photographs, and more, as 
you place your experiences on the timeline. Please focus on your own first-hand 
encounters (not hearsay or general knowledge) and consider including the 
following:  

• Your first experience with Plymouth  
• Significant life events such as baptisms, confirmations, weddings, or 

funerals of loved ones held at Plymouth  
• Your involvement in Boards or ministry teams  
• Personal or global events that influenced your time at Plymouth  
• Memorable Plymouth occasions that were particularly meaningful to you 

We encourage you to keep adding to the timeline throughout the summer. Your 
contributions will help spark meaningful discussions within the congregation as 
we work to understand our history and present, while also discovering 
Plymouth's core values and what qualities we seek in a future pastor.  

If you cannot be at Plymouth in person, please submit your stories by calling a 
member of the Search Committee or through a Google Form that will made 
available in the near future. We will gladly incorporate your insights into the 
timeline.  

Should you have any questions, feel free to reach out to any member of the 
Pastoral Search Committee:   Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Tim 
Deters-Hayes, Kathy Ferro, Adam King, Maria Polsinelli, or Esther Zorn. 

 

 



JULY 1 UPDATE FROM THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 

During worship on Sunday, June 29, the search committee introduced Phase I of 
Plymouth’s annotated timeline of lived experiences which is posted in Memorial Hall.   
Throughout the summer you are ALL encouraged to share the stories of your Plymouth 
experiences across the years.  Many of you had questions on Sunday and we share some of 
them here: 

Question: When can I write on the timeline? 
 
Answer:  Before or after Sunday worship or during the week – call the church office to 
arrange access.   There is a basket of markers on a pedestal by the timeline for your use.   
Instructions and suggestions of what to include are on the wall to the left of the timeline as 
well as available on worship tables on Sunday. 

Q:   Some of us have a lot to say; how will there be enough space for everyone? 
 
A:   Share your stories!  Take as much space as you need.   We can always put up more 
paper!  And stories are more important than precise dates; write under the appropriate 
timeframe as best you can. 

Q: Do I need to include my name? 
 
A: We prefer that you include your name (first name/last initial will suffice) because this will 
allow for future follow-up and productive conversations as we discern Plymouth’s future. 

Q:   What is the purpose of this timeline/exercise? 
 
A: Our goal is to maximize participation and engagement from the congregation. Your 
contributions will help inspire meaningful discussions within the congregation as we 
explore our history and current situation, while also identifying Plymouth's core values and 
the qualities we seek in a future pastor. 

If you have any questions or would like assistance writing your story on the wall, feel free to 
reach out to any member of the Pastoral Search Committee:   Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, 
Sarah Cowles, Tim Deters-Hayes, Kathy Ferro, Adam King, Maria Polsinelli, or Esther Zorn. 

 



Boiler Replacement report, July 2025. 

The budget for replacing the main steam boiler for the church is $53,000. Since this amount needed 
to be expended during this calendar year, a call for contributions was issued earlier this 
year.  Fortunately, a member of the congregation agreed to loan Plymouth an amount of money, up 
to the budget total. The terms of the loan called for the church to repay it through level quarterly 
payments over a ten-year period, at a favorable interest rate.  The Trustees agreed to this proposal 
and issued a call for donations from the congregation to reduce the amount being borrowed.  The 
deadline for the first phase of this program was June 1.    

Thanks to the generous gifts of the people of Plymouth, the amount that was donated by that 
deadline enabled us to reduce the amount borrowed from $53,000 to $28,800.  This amount has 
been credited to the boiler fund, along with the initial donations, assuring that we have sufficient 
money on hand to complete the project.  Additional funds donated from June 1 will be used to make 
the first two quarterly payments during this year; at the end of the year, any money received for the 
boiler fund which exceeds those quarterly payments will be used to pay down the principal, 
shortening the loan period.  

Our heating contractor began work on June 30.  The first phase of their work involved dismantling 
the 37-year-old boiler and removing the cast-iron sections to make room for the new 
components.  As of July 8, the old boiler parts have been removed from the boiler room and are 
progressing their way through the catacombs and out of the building.  We anticipate removal of 
these parts from the building, and delivery of the new parts, in the coming week. While the boiler is 
built in sections, each section is very heavy, so industrial equipment will be used to hoist the old 
parts out of the basement, and to lower the new parts in.     

The Trustees are extremely grateful to the people of Plymouth for their understanding, support, and 
generosity in making this transition possible.  God is great!  

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Zorn 

Here are some pictures I took of the 30 something year old boiler coming out in rusted pieces 
(pieces literally falling off at it comes up the stairwell) and the new one that is waiting to be installed 
(in sections). laf 

Out with the old boiler pieces. 

                  



 

In with the new. 

 

     

     



Yes, I CAN help with the Arts and Crafts Festival! 

I would like to work the following shift(s): 

  Sunday, July 20 following worship (strong people needed to move furniture out of parlor and 
bring tables up from the basement) 

  Thursday, July 25  4:30pm – 5:30pm (strong and tall people needed to set up tents and 
tables, etc.) 

Friday, July 25  Saturday, July 26  Sunday, July 27 

 

 8:30am – 12:00pm   9:00am – 12:00pm   9:00am – 12:00pm 

 11:30am – 3:00pm   11:30am – 3:00pm   11:30am – 3:00pm 

 2:30pm – 6:30pm   2:30pm – 5:30pm   2:30pm – 6:00pm 

         

  The shifts above don’t fit my schedule, but I am available 

            __________________________________ 
  (date)   (time) 

 I am willing to bake at home – please contact me about what recipe to use and other 
specifics (Questions?   Contact Kelly Procopio, 315-450-1023 or kelly.tooley@gmail.com) 

 

 

   (Name) 

 

   (Phone) 

 

   (Email) 

 

(please place in offering plate or return to church office) 

 

 




