
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 2025 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC 

232 E Onondaga St Syracuse NY 13202 

10am, Memorial Hall 

 

Please do not discard this bulletin! 

If you don’t want to take it home with you, 

Please leave it on the table for use in future weeks. 
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GATHERING FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 

Prelude           “Balm in Gilead”      arr. H.T. Burleigh 
 

Greeting / Invitation to Worship       Pastor Craig 
 

Mary Oliver poem  “At the River Clarion” (excerpt)          Mara Delaney 

 

Table Discussion Hearing 
 

 

 

I don’t know who God is exactly. 
But I’ll tell you this. 

I was sitting in the river named Clarion, on a  
Water splashed stone 

And all afternoon I listened to the voices 
Of the river talking. 

Whenever the water struck the stone it had 

Something to say, 
And the water itself, and even the mosses trailing 

Under the water. 
And slowly, very slowly, it became clear to me 

What they were saying. 

Said the river: I am part of holiness. 
And I too, said the stone. And I too, whispered 

The moss beneath the water. 
 

I’d been to the river before, a few times. 
Don’t blame the river that nothing happened quickly. 

You don’t hear such voices in an hour or a day. 
You don’t hear them at all if selfhood has stuffed your ears. 

And it’s difficult to hear anything anyway, through 
All the traffic and ambition. 

 

What is your favorite song or kind of music? 

 

What sound (or voice) could you listen to all day long – because it lifts your 

spirits … awakens your soul … commands your attention … soothes, settles and 

centers you … reminds you of special times or people … draws you toward God? 

 

Are you a shouter or whisperer? Does God shout … or whisper … to you? 
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Prayer of Invocation          
 

 New every morning is your love, great God of light, 

  and all day long you are working for good in the world. 

 Stir up in us desire to serve you, 

  to live peacefully with our neighbors–whoever they are– 

  and to devote each day to following the way 

  of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Singing and Rejoicing      “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

Come, O fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace. 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 

mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor, 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, how I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

seal it for thy courts above. 
 

“Amazing Grace” 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

 

“Swing Low” 

 

Refrain: Swing low, sweet 
chariot, coming’ for to carry 

me home. (repeat) 
 

I looked over Jordan and what did 
I see? 

A band of angels comin’ after me… 
 

Refrain 
 

If you get to heaven before I do… 
Tell all my friends I'm comin' there too… 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 

LEANING INTO GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 

Prayer of Illumination 

 O God, you freely pour out your spirit of grace and love. 

 Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts, 

  that with burning zeal and steady minds 

 we may gratefully receive what you have to say this day. Amen 
 

Scripture    Exodus 3:1-10  
 

Silent Reflection 

 

Message 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

BECOMING GOD’S GOOD NEWS 

 

Praying for Each Other and the World 
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The Savior’s Prayer (You are welcome to use the wording most familiar to you.) 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us out debts as we forgive our debtors. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen 
 

Offertory         “Ride on King Jesus”      arr. H.T. Burleigh 

Klark Johnson, soprano soloist 
 

Stewardship Moment                Mara Delaney 

 

Call to Action 
 

Closing Song       “Morning Has Broken” 
 

Morning has broken, like the first morning,  

blackbird has spoken, like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!   
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word! 

 

Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven,  

like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,  

sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 
 

Mine is the sunlight!  Mine is the morning  
born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning,  
God's re-cre-a-tion of the new day! 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude     Variations on "Swing Low"      arr. Willard 

 

We thank Fred Willard for playing the piano for today’s Service. 

 

We also thank Klark Johnson for your beautiful vocals. 
 

The office needs your help: Our Church Administrator will be on vacation starting 

September 1st and returning on the15th. I am seeking ½ day coverage volunteers. 

Please give the office a call if you want to fill in. 
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 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

USHER: Frank Leonard 

DEACONS on DUTY: Heather Evans and Kailyn Wright 

LITURGIST: Mara Delaney 

COMMUNITY TIME: the Deacons 

COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Susan Hawks 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

Today   Worship, 10am, Memorial Hall, followed by Community Time  

Tue Aug 26  Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor* 

Wed Aug 27  Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

Thu Aug 28  Plymouth Bells, 6pm, Sanctuary 

Sun     Aug 31 Worship, 10am, in the Sanctuary, followed by Community Time in Memorial 

Hall 

 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair who 
can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
 
 

We’re invited to attend: 

On Monday, August 25th, at 7pm at Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church at  

5299 Jamesville Rd Syracuse NY 

Prof. Dr. Osamah Khalil will make a presentation on 

Palestine, Gaza & West Bank: History & Update 

Osamah Khalil is a Professor of History at Syracuse University's Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 

Affairs, chairing the International Relations Program. 

His most recent book is A World of Enemies: America's Wars at Home and Abroad from Kennedy to 

Biden (Harvard University Press, 2024). Khalil is a frequent media commentator and contributor for local, 

national, and international media. 

Sponsored by the Joint Justice in Ministry and Mission Teams of 

Cayuga-Syracuse and Susquehanna Valley Presbyteries 
 

There will be an opportunity for Q&A, and it will be livestreamed! 
 

A Recording will also be found here. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv1mL8Be8alk1DaUddwEryg/stream 
 

An Update from the Pastoral Search Committee, August 18, 2025 
 

The search committee continues to meet on the first and third Saturdays of the month with 

consultant Arlen Vernava, fine-tuning our work with YOU, the congregation, as we collectively 

discern the answers to the questions, “God, what are you calling us to be and to do? God, 

who are our neighbors? God, what is our holy vocation?”   
 

We received and accepted resignations from committee members Tim Deters-Hayes who 

resigned for personal reasons, and Adam King who resigned due to unforeseen demands on 

his time (including buying a new house and moving his family to Camillus – congratulations to 

the whole family!) that preclude him from contributing to this work at this critical time.  

These resignations have been shared with Church Council.  Co-convener Maria Polsinelli 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv1mL8Be8alk1DaUddwEryg/streams
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contacted Reverend Barbara VanOlpen, Associate Conference Minister (ACM) for the NY 

Conference, who provided assurance that the typical make-up of search committees is 5-7 

members.  
 

Arlen visited Syracuse August 16-17 and met with the committee formally that Saturday 

afternoon and informally over dinner and over lunch following worship on Sunday.  He 

provided more guidance and insight as we move toward small group conversations, with the 

goal of engaging at least 70 people, as part of the discernment process.  In partnership with 

Craig, he offered the sermon and involved the congregation in interactive conversations about 

our church life. If Plymouth was a book, what would the title be?   If Plymouth was a song, 

what would the title be?   Write it on the timeline!  
 

Arlen clarified that the Pastoral Search Committee does not write the Church Profile. The 

congregation writes it through the sharing of their experiences, both on the timeline and in 

upcoming small group conversations, along with pulling of objective data from church 

records!  The Committee collates and edits that information to fill in the various official 

sections of the Profile and then brings it back to the congregation for review.  And so, as 

Michelle Bell asked in worship on August 2 regarding the timeline: 

 “Why is it important that everyone adds something to it?...  It’s important because 

it’s our story. My story. Your story… We all have been touched in some way by 

something or someone.  What strengthened your spirituality? What or who helped 

you? What disappointed you? What hindered you? Think of it as together we are 

writing a book.  We are all characters in this story… You may think that you already 

know the story of this church.  But someone who presents themselves as a candidate 

to be our new pastor will read it. Then they will also know what opened our hearts, 

and what didn’t.  Who we were.  Who we are. How we want this spiritual journey to 

enhance our lives as children of God.”  
 

Don’t hesitate to reach out to any one of us with questions or concerns.  
 

Your Search Committee,  

Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy Ferro, Maria Polsinelli, Esther Zorn 

 

 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 

Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s 

rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, 

laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of 

Jesus Christ.  

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
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We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all Many and 
their gifts regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and 
ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across 
the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and 
preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety 
for immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the 
national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our 
brother and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that 
She does so not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through 

the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best 
strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 
life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 
 
 

 

 
Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music  

Emily Evans,  

Youth & Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Lori Forrester, Church Administrator 
 

232 E Onondaga St, Syracuse, NY 13202 

(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org    office@plymouthsyr.org 


