
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 17, 2025 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC 

232 E Onondaga St Syracuse NY 13202 

10am, Memorial Hall 

 

Please do not discard this bulletin! 

If you don’t want to take it home with you, 

Please leave it on the table for use in future weeks. 
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GATHERING FOR GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 

Prelude             “Silent Sunlight”         Cat Stevens 
 

Greeting / Invitation to Worship        Pastor Craig 
 

Mary Oliver poem   Look and See      Kathy Ferro 

Table Discussion 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

 New every morning is your love, great God of light, 

  and all day long you are working for good in the world. 

 Stir up in us desire to serve you, 

  to live peacefully with our neighbors–whoever they are– 

  and to devote each day to following the way 

  of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

This morning, at waterside, a sparrow flew to a water rock  

and landed, by error, on the back of an eider duck;  

lightly it fluttered off, amused. 

The duck, too, was not provoked, but, you might say, was laughing. 
 

This afternoon a gull sailing over our house 

 was casually scratching its stomach of white feathers  

with one pink foot as it flew. 
 

Oh Lord, how shining and festive is your gift to us,  

if we only look, and see. 

 

What image, painting, sculpture or outdoor setting is especially appealing to your 

eyes and spirit? 

 

What’s something you’d like to see before your eyes close for the last time? 

 

Where do you see God at work in the world? Where have you seen God at work 

in your life? 

 

Where have you seen the goodness and glory of God in the life of Plymouth 

Church? 

 

Have your eyes been “opened” to some new awareness about yourself / the 

world / God? 
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Singing and Rejoicing   “Woke Up This Morning” 

 

Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus (3x) 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! 
 

Singing and praying with my mind… 
 

Can’t hate you, neighbor … 
 

Love everybody… 
 

“My Life Flows on in Endless Song” 

 

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation. 

I hear the sweet though far off hymn, that hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing; 

it finds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing? 
 

What though my joys and comforts die?  My Savior still is living. 

What though the shadows gather ‘round? A new song Christ is giving. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that Rock I’m clinging; 

Since Love commands both heaven and earth,  

how can I keep from singing? 
Passing of the Peace 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
 

LEANING INTO GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

 O God, you freely pour out your spirit of grace and love. 

 Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts, 

  that with burning zeal and steady minds 

 we may gratefully receive what you have to say this day.   Amen 
 

Scripture          Exodus 33:15-23 + Mark 8:22-26 

 

Message          Arlen Vernava and Craig French 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

 

BECOMING GOD’S GOOD NEWS 

 

Praying for Each Other and the World 
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The Savior’s Prayer (You are welcome to use the wording most familiar to you.) 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us out debts as we forgive our debtors. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen 
 

Offertory       “Variations on Mozart's C major Sonata” 
 

Call to Action 
 

Closing Song   “God Reigns O’er All the Earth” 

 

God reigns o’er all the earth! 
Green hills and valleys low, 

the farms & towns in golds and browns, 
God’s grace and beauty show. 
God reigns o’er all the earth! 

Stone banks and spreading plains, 
in rainbow hues – red, yellow, blue – 

of streams and country lanes. 
 

God reigns o’er human life! 
Through youth and aging years, 

in death, in birth, in grief, in mirth, 
in all our hopes and fears. 

God reigns o’er human live! 
Our inspiration still. 

Through all our schemes, 
in all our dreams, 

we see God’s reigning will. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude          “People Get Ready”               Curtis Mayfield 

 

 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  

 

USHER: Gert Danzy 

DEACONS on DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Cindy Perrine 

LITURGIST: Kathy Ferro 

COMMUNITY TIME: the Pastoral Search Committee 

COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Keith Jakway 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 
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We are grateful for the opportunity to meet and have dialog with our Interim 

Consultant, Rev. Arlen Vernava. 

 

Thank you, Leslie Archer, for playing the piano for our service today. 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

 

Today  Worship, 10am, Memorial Hall, followed by Community Time. 

 

      Interfaith Picnic @ Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 

  1–3pm. You can sign up at: 

 HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/LTWONPOTLUCK 

 

Tue     Aug 19 Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor* 
 

Wed    Aug 20    Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

  Our 2nd Summer Picnic, 5:30pm at the home of  

 Hava and Josh Carroll, 304 Scottholm Terrace, Syracuse,  

NY 13224 

    They will provide utensils, burgers, hot dogs, water, seltzer  

and lemonade. 

 Everyone else can bring a dish to pass, and a lawn chair. 

 

Thu Aug 21 Plymouth Bells, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

 

Sun     Aug 24  Worship, 10am, Memorial Hall, followed by Community Time. 

 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in 

contact with the Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information 

with you. 

The Sankofa bird is a mythical 

bird that represents the importance 

of learning from the past to create a 

better future. 

The word Sankofa is from the 

Akan tribe of Ghana and translates to 

“go back and get it.” The symbol is 

based on the idea that the past can 

guide the future, and that people 

should learn from their past to achieve their full potential. 

The Sankofa bird is depicted with its feet facing forward and its head turned 

backward. The egg in the bird's mouth represents the knowledge of the past, and 

the generation that will benefit from it. 

 

 

                               

                               

               

                                 

                                    

                                   

                                     

                                

                                 

                     

https://tinyurl.com/LTWONPOTLUCK
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Music Notes from Leslie Archer 

 

What is the first thing you see when you wake up in the morning? It’s a question I 

asked upper primary students in Ghana, as we were trying to help them write and 

draw their everyday lives. Seeing the world from a vastly different perspective from 

our own opens our eyes to the beauty and diversity of the world. Cat Stevens’ song 

“Silent Sunlight” is a reminder. 
 

Silent sunlight, welcome in  There is work I must now begin 

All my dreams have blown away          And the children want to play 

They'll soon remember things to do  When the heart is young 

And the night is done    And the sky is blue 
 

Morning songbird, sing away                          Lend a tune to another day 

Bring your wings and choose a roof                 Sing a song of love and truth 

We'll soon remember if you do                When all things were tall 

And our friends were small                    And the world was new 
 

Sleepy horses, heave away                      Put your backs to the golden hay 

Don't ever look behind at the work you've done   For your work has just begun 

There'll be the evening in the end           But till that time arrives 

You can rest your eyes - And begin again 
 

 Curtis Mayfield wrote “People Get Ready” during a time of resurgent white 

supremacy. It harkens back to the past and anticipates hope for the future. 

Listening to the song now reminds me of how fragile progress can be. Will we 

always be getting ready? 
 

  People get ready There's a train a comin' 

You don't need no baggage         You just get on board 

All you need is faith    To hear the diesel's hummin' 

You don't need no ticket         You just thank the lord 

 

  So people get ready For the train to Jordan 

Picking up passengers      Coast to coast 

Faith is the key         Open the doors and board them 

There's hope for all Among those loved the most 
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One more reminder: Contributions to the September Plymouth Story are due 

August 20th at 12 noon. 
 

The office needs your help: Our Church Administrator will be on vacation starting 

September 1st and returning on the15th. I am seeking ½ day coverage volunteers 

starting Tuesday September 2nd. Please give the office a call if you want to fill in. 

 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 

Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s 

rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, 

laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of 

Jesus Christ.  

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all Many and 
their gifts regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and 
ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across 
the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and 
preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety 
for immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the 
national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our 
brother and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that 

She does so not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through 
the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best 
strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 
life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

Summer Worship (in Memorial Hall) 
 

       August 3, 10, 17, 24                                                         August 31: 

      led by Rev. Craig French Labor Day Sunday 
       Theme: “Sensing God”                                                     “God at Work” 
       + Mary Oliver poetry in the Sanctuary 
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Music Notes from Leslie Archer 

 

What is the first thing you see when you wake up in the morning? It’s a question I asked 

upper primary students in Ghana, as we were trying to help them write and draw their 

everyday lives. Seeing the world from a vastly different perspective from our own opens 

our eyes to the beauty and diversity of the world. Cat Stevens’ song “Silent Sunlight” is 

a reminder. 
 

Silent sunlight, welcome in  

There is work I must now begin 

All my dreams have blown away          

And the children want to play 

They'll soon remember things to do 

When the heart is young 

And the night is done    

And the sky is blue 

 

Morning songbird, sing away                          

Lend a tune to another day 

Bring your wings and choose a roof                  

Sing a song of love and truth 

We'll soon remember if you do                

When all things were tall 

And our friends were small                    

And the world was new 

 

Sleepy horses, heave away                      

Put your backs to the golden hay 

Don't ever look behind at the work you've 

done           

For your work has just begun 

There'll be the evening in the end           

But till that time arrives 

You can rest your eyes - And begin again 

 

  Curtis Mayfield wrote “People Get Ready” during a time of resurgent white supremacy. 

It harkens back to the past and anticipates hope for the future. Listening to the song now 

reminds me of how fragile progress can be. Will we always be getting ready? 
 

  People get ready There's a train a comin' 

You don't need no baggage         You just get on board 

All you need is faith    To hear the diesel's hummin' 

You don't need no ticket         You just thank the lord 

 

  So people get ready For the train to Jordan 

Picking up passengers Coast to coast 

Faith is the key                                  Open the doors and board them 

There's hope for all Among those loved the most 
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August 2 Update from Pastoral Search Committee 

 

In anticipation of our Pastoral Search Team’s Consultant, Arlen Vernava, joining 

Plymouth in person during and after our Sunday service on August 17th, we ask that 

everyone continue to share and build our Plymouth Story by adding your memories and 

experiences to the Timeline in Memorial Hall as a part of Phase 2.  Please also take the 

time to read what has been added by others to share in our combined experience.  Please 

feel free to add knowledge of activities, groups and programs that have inspired you to 

participate in our Plymouth family.   

Now we ask and encourage you to go deeper as we roll out Phase 2 – storytelling.  

 

     Share your stories of the HIGH points:  

• What experience(s) was powerful?  

• Why did you participate?  

• Who did you participate with?  

• How did it make you feel? Were you energized? Were you brought closer to God, to 

community, to a better understanding of yourself? 
 

 Share the LOW points:  

• What and when were the experience(s) that hindered your relationship with the 

Plymouth community? Or God? Or yourself?  

• Why/how did it impact you?  

• How did it make you feel? Not heard or seen? Frustrated? Hurt?  

It is important to name both the highs AND the lows to honestly reveal where we’ve 

been. Through the threads of our collective stories, common themes will surface that will 

provide the foundation for future decision-making and shape the culture of Plymouth. 

 

REMINDERS:  

• If you are unable to personally add your stories/dates to the timeline, email them to the 

church office or call any member of the pastoral search committee and we will be 

pleased to add them.  

• We prefer that you include your name (first name/last initial will suffice) because this 

will allow for future follow-up and productive conversations as we discern Plymouth’s 

future; however, anonymous stories are preferrable to not having the story at all.  

• Don’t worry about space - tell your stories. We have lots more paper.  

• You can write on the timeline before or after worship on Sundays or during the week – 

just check in with the church office for access. 

Thank you for participating in this important work and sharing your stories.  

Pastoral Search Committee  

Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy Ferro, Maria Polsinelli, Esther Zorn. 


