Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Service of Word and Sacrament
September 7, 2025

Blessing of our Children and Youth
10am - Worship

& Wisdom of the Week «&

Caught up as most of us are in the complexities of daily living,
we forget that we are surrounded by the creative power of Love.
Every once in a while, we need to step aside from the troubles
and pleasures of our lives, and take a fresh look,

a time to feel, and listen to our Source.

Madeleine L'Engle

& Order of Worship

RINGING OF THE BELL
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
PRELUDE “Representation of Chaos Before Creation” F. J. Haydn
WORDS OF WELCOME Craig French
*CALL TO WORSHIP (from the lona Abbey Worship Book) Havilah Carroll

One: In the beginning, God made the world:

Women: Made it and mothered it,

Men: Shaped it and fathered it;

Women: Filled it with seed and signs of fertility,

Men: Filled it with life and song and variety.

One: All that is green, blue, deep and growing,

ALL: God’s is the hand that created you.

One: All that is tender, firm, fragrant and curious,

ALL: God’s is the hand that created you.

One: All that crawls, flies, swims, walks or is motionless,

ALL: God’s is the hand that created you.

One: All that speaks, sings, cries, laughs or keeps silence,

ALL: God’s is the hand that created you.

One: All that suffers, lacks, limps or longs for an end,

ALL: God’s is the hand that created you.

One: The world belongs to God,

ALL: the earth and all its people.

*Please stand if able.




*OPENING HYMN 12 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” insert, pp. 7

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Peace be with you.
All: And, also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.
*PRAYER FOR LEARNING TO LOVE THE WORLD AGAIN (by Sarah Bessey)

God of herons and heartbreak,
teach us to love the world again.
Teach us to love extravagantly
knowing it may (it will)

break our hearts

and teach us that it is worth it.

God of loneliness and longing,

of bushfires and wilderness,

of soup kitchens and border towns,
of snowfall and children,

teach us to love the world again.

SCRIPTURE Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-23

One: The word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen

STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the story, children will return
to their families.
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ANTHEM “Families” Joseph Downing
MESSAGE God’s Politics (Part 1): Is the World Good, Bad or Indifferent

*HYMN 17 “To You, O God, All Creatures Sing” insert, pp. 9 1"
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have
prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a
vear. We will pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2025.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
OUR STORY OF COMMUNION (by Laurel Koepf Taylor, adapted)

One: First, God created one person.

ALL: But it was not good for that one person to be alone.

One: That person had God but needed an equal. So, God made animals.
ALL: (Children and others name different animals)
One: But it still wasn’t enough.

So, God made another person, an equal
someone to share with and talk with.
God created relationship.
God created communion.
ALL: This at last is bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh!
One: Then God took it one step further.
God looked at the many people living in relationship with one another
and decided to join in ... to join the community!
God came to be with us as one of us,
and his human family called him Jesus.
ALL: This at last is bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh!
One: One night, when Jesus sat with his community,
he took bread, and broke it, and blessed it, saying, “This is my body.”
Then he took the cup, saying, “This is my blood.”
ALL: This at last is bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh!
One: Come, Holy Spirit, and make us one body—the Body of Christ—
one with each other and all humanity and all creation. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP

We have an open communion table at Plymouth. All are welcome. Please walk to the front of the
sanctuary where deacons will offer you the bread. Dip your bread into the cup, eat, and
return to your seat. Sealed packets of the elements are also available - just let the server

know if you prefer that option.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
CALL TO ACTION



Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund. This fund is
used for direct ministries of mercy and benevolence with Plymouth members and our
neighbors. To contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth Congregational Church

with the words “Good Samaritan Fund” in the memo line.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “How Excellent Thy Name”
Soloist: Klark Johnson, soprano
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done!
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN 35 “O Mighty God, When I Survey in Wonder”
*BENEDICTION
CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT
POSTLUDE “Sortie”
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& Plymouth Runs On YOU %
USHERS: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine

DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Nancy Gwin

LITURGIST: Havilah Carroll
COMMUNION COORDINATOR: Esther Zorn

G.F. Handel

0ld Hundredth

insert, pp. 11 #

Albert Alain

COMMUNION SERVERS: Kathy Ferro, Cindy Perrine, and Frank Leonard

COMMUNITY TIME: Christian Formation Board
COUNTERS: Keith Jakway
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

e Today Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall

e Mon Sep 8 Trustees, 6 ? 7pm, Parlor*

e Tue Sep 9 Deacons, 7pm, Parlor and Zoom*

e Wed Sepl0 Food Pantry, 2—4pm, Basement

e Thu Sepll Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary
Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall

e Sun Sepl4 Worship, 10am, Sanctuary, (continued on pg. 7)

God’s Politics (Part 2): The Human Dilemma
Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall

Forum on Community Resources, 11:15am, Parlor

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Olffice to be put in contact with the Chair

who can receive your request and share meeting information with you.



Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the
church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity Kits are available at
our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any
adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the
service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the
shelf at the end of the service.

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. We
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am. There are changing tables in the
restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. The Service is
piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart.

Let’s get ready - Sunday September 28 will be the start of Jim Watt’s Bible Study of key Genesis stories.
Starting 11:15am in the Parlor.

Hospitality Ministry - Please consider serving as a host for Community Time. There is a sign-up chart
in the bell tower entrance. It's easy and we'll help you!

Flowers — Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever
you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost is $35 but plans for larger or
multiple arrangements can always be made.

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
Please contact one of the ushers for help. An elevator and ramp are available. LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY.

Plymouth likes to share its story! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations. If you DO NOT wish your
photo to be used, please contact the church office.

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots
behind the Catholic diocese building. For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church.



& About Plymouth &

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian
abolitionist bulwark in the city. Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war;
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women'’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy
in a hurting world. We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts regardless of gender,
gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or
religious background.

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest
for peace — within us, between us, in community, and across the globe. We covenant to affirm the
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation.

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement.

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community.

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior. We
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions,
and the best strivings of the human spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too
short for long-faced religion. Join us!

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator
232 E Onondaga Street « Syracuse, New York 13202

(315) 474-4836
plymouthsyr.org «6 office@plymouthsyr.org
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Ps. 136:5-9; James 1:17

I Sing the Mighty Power of God

Isaac Watts, 1715; alt.
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The tune Ellacombe was named for a place in Devonshire,
England, It was first published in a collection of tunes used
in the private chapel of the Duke of Wirtemberg, and was
possibly sung with the text “Ave Maria, kldrer.”

L

Tune: ELLACOMBE CM.D.
Gesangbuch der herzoglichen

Wirtembergischen katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784
Descant, The New Century Hymnal, /993
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To You, O God, All Creatures Sing

Ps. 148 St. Francis of Assisi, 1225
Adapt. Miriam Therese Winter, 1993
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Miriam Therese Winter described her thoughts about adapting Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN

this text: “As I entered into communion with the word and spirit
of the hymn, I felt called to enable that unknown-to-me poet’s
wisdom to live on into the future, a moving commission, and
also felt a bond with the one who had gone before.”

8.8.4.4.8.8, with alleluias

Geistliche Kirchengesting, Cologne, 1623

Harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

Descant, The New Century Hymnal, 1993

Harmonization Copyright ©, Oxford University Press. From The English Hymnal 1906.














