
 

 
 Plymouth Congregational Church 
 A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  

 September 14, 2025 

 10:00am – Worship 

 

 

    Order of Worship  

 RINGING OF THE BELL 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   

 PRELUDE “Prelude in c Minor” J. S. Bach 

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from enfleshed.com, adapted) Tom Major 

   One:  Holy is the One whose Love birthed all creation into being. 

   ALL: God fashioned life into a garden and filled the earth with beauty. 

   One:  Shaped by harmony and wholeness, 

   all Earth’s creatures and creations once thrived in natural abundance. 

   ALL: In the bounty of Earth, there was enough for everyone. 

   One:  Greed and corruption pluck up and tear down, pollute and exploit. 

   ALL: Still, we remember our place in the whole of things. 

   One:  We are creatures of the soil … created to nurture and care for life. 

   ALL: Neither dominance nor destruction is our goal. 

   One:  Thanks be to God, who gives us the power 

   to resist evil and choose the good of all. 

   ALL: We come together in the Presence of God 

   to remember the source of our hope and joy.  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*OPENING HYMN 22 “Sing Praise to God” insert, pg. 7  

*PRAYER (by Greg Scheer, adapted) 

   One:  Since the Garden, God has been calling to us, “Where are you?” 

   Since the Garden, humans have been hiding. 

   Forgiveness, freedom and healing 

   come not from denial, running away, covering up, pretending all is fine, 

   but by being honest with ourselves, with our neighbor, with God. 

    

  

*Please stand if you are able. 
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 ALL: Our God, you created the world and called it good. 

   You created us in your image and called us very good. 

   But we have been deceived by half-truths and false promises. 

   We have tasted temptation and, after its short-lived sweetness, 

   it is bitter in our mouths. 

   We thought our desire for forbidden fruit would bring us wisdom, 

   but it brought us only pain, isolation and death. 

   O God, cover us in your love. 

   Restore in us the delight of our relationship with You, 

   with our neighbors, and with ourselves. 

   Restore to us the joy of salvation. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 SCRIPTURE  Genesis 3:1-13, 22-24 

 One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
 All:  Thanks be to God.  Amen 

 ANTHEM                  “Snake in the Grass”                    Joseph Downing 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES  Emily Evans 

Following the story, children preschool through 

grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

 
MESSAGE God’s Politics (Part 2): The Human Dilemma 

*HYMN 26 “We Worship You, God” insert, pg. 8  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

You are welcome to use the wording most familiar to you. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 CALL TO ACTION 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM “God Is Our Refuge and Strength” W. A. Mozart 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise God, all creatures here below! 
   Praise God for all that love has done! 
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN 8 “Praise to the Living God” insert, pg. 9  

*BENEDICTION 

 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 POSTLUDE                 Prelude on “Sing Praise to God”                 Alan Viner 

     

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

USHER: George Bain 

DEACONS on DUTY: Leslie Lawrence and Esther Zorn 

LITURGIST: Tom Major 

COUNTERS: Susan Hawks 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today Worship, 10am, Sanctuary  

   Community Time,11:15am, Memorial Hall  

   Forum, 11:15am, Parlor 

 (part of our “Good Neighbor” Series) 

• Tue Sep 16 Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor* 

• Wed Sep 17 Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu Sep 18Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

   Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun    Sep 21 Worship, 10am, Sanctuary, 

 God’s Politics (Part 3): Crime & Punishment 

 Community Time 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the 

Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
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Let’s get ready – Sunday, September 28 will be the start of Jim Watts’ Bible Study of key Genesis 
stories. Starting at 11:15am in the Parlor. 

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits are 
available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and 
youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help 
worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the 
activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am.  There are 
changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom 
in the basement. The Service is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to the sanctuary, for those 
who would welcome a space apart. 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $35 but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth 
events and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you 
DO NOT wish your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 
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Naming Distraction 

by Cheryl Lindsay | published on Aug 21, 2025 (adapted) 

In recent weeks, I have noted the increasing tendency of political pundits and media 
personalities to refer to certain actions from the federal government as “distractions.” They 
point to one issue that seems to be their only concern while discounting the impact of other 
actions as trivial attempts at attention-getting that don’t warrant much concern. The seemingly 
never-ending waves of executive action and chaotic communication strategy can be 
overwhelming and lead to wide-scale apathy or resignation. Yet, the idea that the federal 
government, especially the military, overriding local government only results in distraction 
seems absurd and myopic. 

Media personalities have compared the deployment of the National Guard in Washington, 
DC to similar efforts in Los Angeles. Both are major US cities led by women of African descent. 
Ironically, LA and DC currently enjoy record low crime rates despite the baseless rationale given 
for the deployment. The major difference between the two cities is that one, in the District of 
Columbia, lacks a state government and has been forced to rely on the federal government for 
functions that Los Angeles can turn to California’s state legislative and executive branches to 
perform. 

Members of marginalized communities experience the brunt of these so-called efforts at 
distraction. Reports of harassment of Black and Brown people can be found from media who 
take government overreach seriously regardless of motives or tangential impact. Just this week, 
the governor of my state has responded affirmatively to the administration’s request to send 
150 members of the Ohio National Guard to Washington. I have attempted to call the governor’s 
office to no avail as no one answers and the voicemail is full—of messages from Ohioans who do 
not consider this action a distraction, I am sure. 

For all their faults and deep failings, the authors of the Constitution structured a divided 
system of government both functionally (legislative, judicial, and executive) and geographically 
(local, state, and federal). Local and state governments can request federal assistance, but the 
federal government cannot lawfully override their sovereignty. 

There has been no indication that the local law enforcement, who are trained for public 
safety in a way that National Guard and military members are not, are understaffed or failing 
their assignment. Again, crime rates have reached historic lows. The selective use of executive 
power is not a distraction but a consistent characteristic of an administration using its power for 
political purposes. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
The Rev. Cheryl Lindsay serves as the Minister for Worship and Theology for the national United 

Church of Christ. 

 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. Our 

faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!  
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We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with 
the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to 
affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New 
Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs 
that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and 
community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

 

232 E Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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