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     Order of Worship  

 RINGING OF THE BELL 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   

 PRELUDE “The Water, Like Glass” Joseph Gentry Stephens 

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (from Ashanti of Ghana)         Stephanie Spitzer-Hanks 

   One:  O God, creator of our land, 

   The earth, the trees, the animals and humans … all is for your honor. 

   ALL: The drums beat it out, and people sing about it; 

   they dance with noisy joy that you are God. 
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* Those who are able, please stand. 
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One:  You also pulled the other continents out of the sea. 

   What a wonderful world you have made out of wet mud 

   and what beautiful men and women! 

   ALL: We thank you for all the beauty of this earth. 

   We drink in your creation and cannot get enough of it. 
 

*OPENING HYMN 6 “Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good” insert,  pp.  9  &  10   
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 PRAYER (by Wild Goose Resource Group, adapted) 

   One: In you, gracious God, 

  the widowed find a carer, 

  the orphaned find a parent, 

  the fearful find a friend.. 

 

   ALL: In you, 

  the wounded find a healer, 

  the penitent find a pardoner, 

  the burdened find a counselor. 

   One: In you,  

  the miserly find a beggar, 

  the despondent find a laugh-maker, 

  the legalists find a rule-breaker. 

   ALL: In you, Jesus Christ, 

  we meet our maker, 

  and our match.  

   One: And if some need to say, “Help me” 

  and if some need to say, “Save me” 

  and if some need to say, “Hold me,” 

  and if some need to say, “Forgive me” 

   ALL: then let these be said now in confidence by us. 

   One: O Christ,  

  in whose heart is both welcome and warning, 

  say to us … do to us … reveal within us 

  the things that will make us whole. 

   ALL: And we will wait; 

  and we will praise you. 
 

 SCRIPTURE  Genesis 4:1-16 
 

One:   The word of God for the people of God.  

All:   Thanks be to God.  Amen 
 

 ANTHEM “Still the Lord of All” Lloyd Larson 
 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES  Emily Evans 
 

Following the story, children preschool through grade 5 

will depart for Learning Community. 
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 MESSAGE   

*HYMN  “When Cain Killed Abel” insert, pg. 11 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2025. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

LITURGY FOR WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

(adapted from UCC congregations in Hollis, NH and Arlington, VA) 

 A BLESSING for MEMBERS, NEW and ALL 

 One: Blessed are those who are not afraid to grow in spirit, 

   who yearn for deepening more than escape. 

 ALL:  Blessed are those who value the bonds of community, 

   who regularly join in celebration and learning, 

   who come as much to minister as to be ministered to. 

 One: Blessed are those who understand the church is often imperfect, 

   yet, rather than harboring feelings of anger or disappointment, 

   bring their concerns and needs to the church family. 

 ALL: Blessed are those whose giving supports the church and its work, 

   and who give of themselves, as well as their material goods. 

   Blessed are those who, when asked, serve gladly. 

 One: Blessed are those who know that the work of the church 



4 

 

   is the transformation of individual and society, 

 ALL: Who have a vision of the Beloved Community transcending the present, and do 

not shrink from controversy, sacrifice or change. Thanks be to God! 
 

MEMBERSHIP VOWS 

 One: We give thanks for all that God has done in and through you up to now, 

   and for those who have supported and nurtured you along the way. 

   Wherever that journey has taken you and however it has gone, 

   we rejoice that you are here and have chosen to join Plymouth Church. 
 

We are a progressive, inclusive, justice-seeking, joyful and caring community 

   of faith, called to embody God’s love  

   through worship, fellowship, study and service. 
 

   We celebrate diversity and believe that all people are included in 

   God’s unconditional love and grace. 
 

   Therefore, will you covenant with us to attend worship, 

   invite and welcome others, 

   and move forward on your spiritual journey with us? 

 NEW: I will, with the help of God. 

 One: Will you covenant with us to seek daily to live and act in ways 

 that help make Jesus’ example of God’s love for all people real, 

 and to support this church and its ministries by giving as you can 

 of your time, talent, prayers and financial resources? 

 NEW: I will, with the help of God. 

 One: Will you covenant with us to further God’s work in the world 

 and reflect the teachings of Jesus by serving all humanity and creation 

 and by standing with those who suffer? 

 NEW: I will, with the help of God and this faith community. 

 One: Do you then seek to become one in spirit and action 

 with the members of Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC? 

 NEW: I do. 

 One: Members of the family of God, I commend these persons to you. 

 Do all in your power to affirm their faith, strengthen their hope, 

 and embrace them in love. 

ALL:  We give thanks for the faith God has worked in you. Wherever you are on your 

faith journey, we welcome you with our love, acceptance and respect. We 

pledge to work together as a community of faith to provide opportunities for 

worship, fellowship, celebration, study and service. We promise to give spiritual 

care and emotional support in times of need, and to be faithful as co-stewards of 

God’s grace. Together we will work for peace, as well as for social, economic 

and ecological justice, striving always to bring about the world we believe God 

intends. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 CALL TO ACTION  

 CALL TO GIVING 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “Always Be Our Guide”  Mark Burrows 
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*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise God, all creatures here below! 

   Praise God for all that love has done! 

   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN 25 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” insert, pg. 12   

*BENEDICTION 

 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 POSTLUDE  “St. Anne” Fugue J.S. Bach 

 
 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHER: Gert Danzy  

DEACONS ON DUTY: Arne Hook and Frank Leonard 

LITURGIST: Stephanie Spitzer-Hanks 

FLOWERS: the People of Plymouth, in honor of our new members 

COMMUNITY TIME: Tom Major 

COUNTER: Kathleen Deters-Hayes 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

 Meet Our New Members  

       Ken Johnson retired from the Department of Communication and Rhetorical Studies at Syracuse 

University after 31 years of teaching and research. Currently, Ken is a volunteer leader with Scouting 

America's Troop 68 located in the Valley section of Syracuse and is a volunteer board member of 

Climate Change Awareness and Action, a local affiliate of 350.ORG an international organization 

working to reduce greenhouse gases contributing to climate change. Ken has two sons, Michael (28), a 

911 dispatcher for the city of Hartford, CT., and Ezra (25) an actor and artist. Ken is looking forward 

to continuing his religious journey at Plymouth Congregational Church. 

       Tom Major is grateful to join the Plymouth community as a member. He previously participated 

in worship at Plymouth and played in the Plymouth Bell Choir in 2022-2023.  Since the summer of 

2023, Tom returned to seminary in New York and undertook chaplaincy training at McLean Hospital 

in Belmont, MA outside of Boston. Tom notes that he is a “church nerd,” having been active at 

Creekside UCC in Minneapolis for 24 years, and growing up and raised by a church organist and 

choir director mother, and a UCC minister father. Tom lives in Syracuse, close to his sister and 

brother, sister-in-law, a niece and her partner, and an extended blended family. Tom’s adult daughter, 

Marissa, lives in Minneapolis. For fun, Tom loves listening to music, reading, cooking, bicycling, 

hiking and camping, and will talk to almost everyone he meets! 

Stephanie, Thomas, Vivian, and Dorrel Spitzer-Hanks 

        The Spitzer-Hanks family moved to Syracuse (actually, DeWitt) this summer so Thomas 

could pursue a PhD at SU in Composition and Cultural Rhetoric. Aside from 2 years living in The 

Netherlands, they were lifelong Texans. Stephanie is an ordained UCC minister who has served as 

both a pastor and a hospital chaplain, as well as a doula and childbirth educator. Vivian is a 10th 

grader at J-D who enjoys theater and chorus, and Dorrel is an 8th grader who loves playing video 
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games on his computer and reading science fiction. Ask him about vintage Dr. Who, and you will 

have a friend for life. 

Maurine McTyre-Watts and Jim Watts 

       Maurine and Jim moved to Syracuse 26 years ago and have been attending Plymouth since 2017.  

They previously lived in Nebraska, Florida, Connecticut, and Kentucky, where they met in seminary 

and married in 1985. Maurine has retired after careers as a Nurse Practitioner and in Fair Trade. Jim 

teaches biblical studies and ancient religions in the Religion Department at Syracuse University. They 

enjoy travelling abroad (especially in the winter), sailing, and walks in the wonderful parks in Central 

New York.  

 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
 

• Today  Worship, 10am, Sanctuary  

    Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

• Tue Sep 23 Christiam Formation, 7pm, Parlor* 

• Wed Sep 24 Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu Sep 25 Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

     Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sun      Sep 28 Worship, 10am, Sanctuary 

     Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 
 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the 

Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
 

Let’s get ready - Sunday September 28th will be the start of Jim Watt’s Bible Study of key Genesis 

stories. If you plan to attend, please read Genesis 9 and 11 (about Noah’s family and Babel) before the 

28th. The class will meet at 11:15am in the Parlor. 
 

German Choir update:  Only 3 weeks away! The Michelstadt choir (along with Pastor Anneke 

Peereboom and other friends--39 in total) arrive on Thursday, Oct. 9. Here's how you can help: (a) 

Cars and drivers needed for daylong trip to Niagara Falls on Fri., 10/10; (b) Attend their concert on 

Sat., 10/11 and worship on Sun., 10/12; (c) Give $ for food expenses. 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 

you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost is $35, but plans for larger or 

multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 

church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits are available at 

our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any 

adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the 

service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to 

the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 

Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 

apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am. There are changing tables in the 

restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events, and 

are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations. If you have taken photos 

you wish to share, please send them to the office. If you DO NOT wish your picture to be used, please 

notify the church office. 
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There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lot 

behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 

those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 
 

September 10 Update from the Pastoral Search Committee 
 

New York Associate Conference Minister Rev. Barbara VanOlpen attended the search committee meeting on 
September 6 via Zoom.   She provided insight and clarity regarding the role of the Conference in the search and 

call process.   She and our consultant Arlen Vernava remind all of us – the entire congregation - that yes, we are 

searching for a pastor, but the true goal of the process is to become the best church that we can be.  Hiring a 
pastor is just a part of this.   If we take the necessary time to truly figure out who we are, where we’ve been, 

and how we will best be God’s people moving into the future, we’ll be more likely to find the best match in the 

person we call as our next pastor.   That person will be someone who will join us with integrity, who will love 

us, and who we will love. 
 

Mark your calendars!   On Sunday, October 5, Rev. Barbara VanOlpen will join Craig French leading 

worship.   More importantly, following worship, she will introduce the “Welcoming Diversity: An Inventory 

for Congregations” survey.   Please plan on committing 30 minutes following worship to be part of this 
important step in the search process.  The survey, completed anonymously by each person, will provide data 

that will help identify the type of pastor Plymouth is prepared to welcome as a partner in ministry. 
 

Stay tuned for information about important future events that will further engage the entire congregation in this 
important work. And keep adding to the timeline in Memorial Hall.  There are more stories to be told!  Take 

time to read the rich information already shared. 
 

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact us. Your Pastoral Search Committee:   Michelle Bell, Josh 
Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy Ferro, Maria Polsinelli, Esther Zorn. 

 

 Music Notes for Sunday, September 21st, 2025  

Our service today centers around the question, “Must life be hard, mean, ugly, cruel, and heartless?” 

and we read the story of Cain and Abel.  At first, I thought that I should play a prelude that was 

difficult and dissonant.  But then, I just couldn’t do it.  Instead, I’m playing a piece by Joseph Gentry 

Stephens (b. 1972) that I adapted from a choral piece.  I hope you find some peace and beauty in its 

gentle chords. 

Lloyd Larson (b. 1954) is a Minneapolis based composer who had published dozens of church works 

for choir, bells, piano, organ and instrumental ensembles.  Our anthem gives us hope when times are 

difficult: 

‘Though the season yields no harvest, and the olive trees are bare, 

‘though the earth is dry and thirsty, and the future holds despair, 

‘though the fig tree fails to blossom, and the rains refuse to fall, 

I rejoice Lord of the Harvest; You are still the Lord of All. 

 Lord of All in times of plenty, Lord of all in times of need. 

 Living water, you sustain me; Bread of life, my soul you feed. 

 When the greatness of my trials leaves me weak and feeling small, 

 I rejoice, Lord of the Harvest; You are still the Lord of All. 

“Though a killing frost comes early and the grapes die on the vine, 

‘though the barns contain no barley, and cellar holds no wine, 

And although the fields are empty, and so too the cattle stall, 

I rejoice Lord of the Harvest; You are still the Lord of All. 

You are Lord in times of comfort, and you are Lord in when comforts cease. 

You are Lord in times of struggle, and Lord in times of ease. 

Lord in every time and season, Lord of everything! 



8 

 

Mark Burrows is a Texan composer who writes extensively for church and educational institutions.   

Father, hear the prayer we offer, not for ease our prayer shall be, 

But for strength that we may ever live our lives courageously. 

Be our strength in times of weakness, in our wanderings, be our guide. 

Through each danger and endeavor, be always by our side. 

Not forever in green pastures do we ask our way to be,  

But the steep and rugged pathway may we walk rejoicingly. 

Not forever by still waters would we idly rest and stay, 

But would draw the living fountains from the rocks along the way. 

The subject (musical motif) of our postlude, Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) Fugue in Eb, is 

identical to the first phrase of the hymn tune St. Anne (which we sang today as O God Our Help in 

Ages Past.)  Interestingly enough, it seems there is no way that Bach could have heard that English 

tune, and the similarity is entirely coincidental! 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
  

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts regardless of 

gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic 

status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 

quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe. We covenant to affirm 

the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 

without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 

Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 

facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and 

community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior. We 

believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 

ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other 

religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 

life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 

 

232 E Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 












