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 Order of Worship  

 

 RINGING OF THE BELL 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

 PRELUDE “Prelude on Abbot’s Leigh”  David Cherwien
  

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (from Seekers Church, adapted)  

     One:  In the days of Noah, 

   God placed a rainbow in the sky— 

     ALL: The sign of a covenant of God’s love for all the earth. 

     One:  In the days of Moses, 

   the words of God were written on tablets of stone— 

     ALL:       The sign of a covenant between God and all of God’s people. 

   

  
  One:          In the days of the prophet, 

   God promised to place a new covenant in our hearts. 

     ALL: As members of the living Body of Christ, 

   

we 

see the sign of God’s promise among us.  

*OPENING HYMN 70 “God Is Here!” insert, pg. 10 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 

All:  And, also with you.  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

  PRAYER (modern interpretation of John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer) 

   ALL: I am no longer my own, but yours. 

   Put me to what you will; 

   place me with whom you will. 

   Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

   Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 

       praised for you or criticized for you. 

   Let me be full, let me be empty. 

   Let me have all things; let me have nothing. 

   I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 

   And now, O wonderful and holy God, 

        Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

   You are mine, and I am yours. 

   So be it. 

   And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

   let it also be made in heaven. Amen. 

 SCRIPTURE  Genesis 15:5-10, 17-21  

 ANTHEM “O Lord God, You Have Called Your Servants”  Carl Schalk 

  

 
*Please stand if you are able. 
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STORY FOR ALL AGES   Emily Evans 

 

Following the story, children preschool through grade 5 

will depart for Learning Community.  

 

  

MESSAGE   The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Purnine 

 HYMN 539 “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?”    insert, pg. 11 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

On the last Sunday of the month, we pray this Maori version of the Lord’s 

Prayer, using contemporary, inclusive language. It is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer 

Book 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and  

 come on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 CALL TO ACTION  

 CALL TO GIVING 

Throughout the rest of October, we will receive the Neighbors in Need offering. This is a special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports the Council for American Indian 

Ministries and UCC Justice and Witness Ministries. 

Please write “NIN” on the memo of your check or use the special envelopes in the pews. 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “What Shall I Render to My God” Austin Lovelace 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 393 “Blessed Be the Tie that Binds”  insert, pg. 12 

*BENEDICTION 

  CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

  POSTLUDE  “Hymn Voluntary on Dennis” Emma Louise Ashford 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

USHER: Frank Leonard 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Heather Evans and Nancy Gwin 

FLOWERS: Ken Johnson 

COMMUNITY TIME: Emily and Heather Evans 

COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Susan Hawks 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Kailyn Wright 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Today Worship, 10am, Sanctuary 

   Community Time and Forum, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

   Inquirer’s Luncheon, 12noon, Parlor 

 Mon Oct 27    Syracuse Gay and Lesbian Choir, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 

• Tue Oct 28    Urban Job Task Force, 4-6pm, Parlor 
   NA A Place to Start, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
   Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor* 

• Wed Oct 29    Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu Oct 30    Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Endowment Committee Meeting, 7pm, Zoom 

 Fri Oct 31    NA Spiritual Warriors, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 

 Sat Nov  1    NA Promise of Freedom, 12 noon, Memorial Hall 

• Sun      Nov  2    Worship and Communion-All Saints Sunday, 10am, Sanctuary 

      Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

      Jim Watts’ third session bible study. Please read Genesis 16, 

         

21 

& 22 (Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, Ishmeael), 11:15am, Parlor 
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This Sunday: Our Forum will be presented by Reverend Marjorie Purnine, UCC Associate NY 

Conference Minister for Leadership Development, who will speak about the UCC Synod. And thank 

you: Rev. Marjorie Pernine for leading worship and speaking at the Forum. 

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 

church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits are available at 

our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any 

adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the 

service in ways that are meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to 

the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. We 

also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the 

restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. The Service 

is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart. 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 

you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost is $35 but plans for larger or 

multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  Large print bulletins 

are at the back of the sanctuary. 

Plymouth loves to share its story! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events, 

and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations. If you have taken 

photos you wish to share, please send them to the office. If you DO NOT wish your picture to be 

used, please notify the church office. 

Ample free street parking is available on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 

lot behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 

allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 

church. 

Message from Laity Empowerment 

October 2025 

We are asking that any member or non-member (non-members can serve a one-year term) interested in any of these open 

positions to please get in touch with Leela George, Laity Empowerment Chair,  at ljgeorge62@gmail.com, or text/ call 

315-254-7807 by November 15. Or speak to Laity Team Members Peggy Kinner, Scott Kraemer or Ben Cohen or any of 

the committee chairs listed below. 

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETING DAY TIME/FORMAT/LOCATION 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

1 opening (2-year term) 

Third TUESDAY 

Moderator- Josh Carroll 

5:30 pm-In Person/Parlor 

• Responsible for guiding, 
coordinating and overseeing the 

church's overall ministry. Receives 

reports from boards and teams to 

communicate across ministries.  

• Finds ways to address conflict 

among boards/teams and/or in the 

congregation, drawing on resources of 

the wider church.  

 • Crafts ministry statements 
and places them before the 

congregation for a decision. 

• Facilitates the creation of 

search committees, interim 

search teams, and endorses 

candidates for interim 

ministry.  

• Facilitates periodic discernment 

 and visioning of the congregation  

• Addresses matters of church policy.  

• Prepares opportunities for leadership 

development for members of the 

congregation. 
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TRUSTEES 

2 openings (2-year & 3-year terms) 

Second MONDAY 

President- Tom Zorn 

6:00 pm In Person/Parlor 

• Approves an annual church budget 
to take to the congregation for 

approval.  

• Authorizes any unbudgeted or major 

expenditures of the congregation.  

• Receives proposals from the building 

committee for building 

improvements, maintenance 

requirements & approves those 

actions.  

• Approves all building use 
contracts and tends to the 

communication related to the 

church’s building users, with 

support from the building use 

team & the church staff.  

• Decides all personnel 

contract/call agreement 

matters and supports and 

oversees all staff. 

In support of the Church Treasurer,  
monitors cash flow, endowment,  

special funds, capital funds, etc. & 

 makes decisions accordingly in 

 collaboration with the finance  

committee, endowment committee,  

and Church Council.  

 

*Additional small group committee 

 meetings.  

DEACONS 

3 openings (3-year & 2-year terms) 

Second TUESDAY 

Chair- Esther Zorn 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor  

& ZOOM 

• Works with pastoral staff to set a 

vision for the worship life of the 

congregation, discerning themes & 

special events for liturgical seasons.  

• Decides on the allocation of 

resources for worship, special events, 

hospitality ministry, outreach, and 

benevolence giving.  

• Sets the calendar & 

implements communion – set 

up, serving, and clean up. 

•Supports the food pantry 

ministry helping create 

awareness and supporting the 

volunteers.  

 

 

• Recruits, trains, &  

supports greeters, ushers,  

and community time hosts  

for rotating responsibilities.  

 

• Creates opportunities for  

the congregation to build community  

through special events.  

 

 

   

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

2 openings (1-year terms) 

Fourth TUESDAY 

Chair- Havilah Carroll 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor 

• Proposes and monitors budget for 

nursery care, Learning Community, 
adult study, youth ministry, & 

intergenerational learning events.  

• Hires, in collaboration with Board of 

Trustees, nursery care staff & 

supports and guides that staff. 

• Sets vision for overall 

Christian Formation 

ministry, including decisions 

about curriculum, special 

learning programs, service 

learning, adult study offerings, 

discussion series, family 

support, & special events of 

the congregation.  

• Facilitates the planning  

of special events: Advent  
Workshop, Palm Sunday  

Alfombras Walk, Heifer  

Festival, etc. 

• Helps create a vision for  

adult study, supporting the 

forum team, Bible Study,  

etc. 

LAITY EMPOWERMENT 

1 opening (3-year term) 

Varies  

Chair- Leela George  

ZOOM 

• Interviews people new to the 
congregation about ministry interests 

& supports them in their integration 

into one or more ministries of the 

church.  

 

• Recommends strategies and supports 

the Church Council in opportunities 

for leadership development & 

learning.  

• Leads conversations with 
members of the congregation 

about their interest & role in 

the congregation, then 

prepares a nomination slate for 

all elected offices and makes a 

nominating report to the 

congregation at the annual 

meeting. 

•Imagines & implement  
strategies that live out its  

mandate to support the  

meaningful ministry of  

each member of the  

congregation. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

1 opening (3-year term) 

Varies 

Chair- Kirsten Hubel 

In Person 

• Guides, encourages, and inspires 

Plymouth members and friends in 

the living out of their lives in keeping 

with their membership vows. 

• Designs, leads, and 

promotes the church’s 

annual pledge campaign. 

 

ENDOWMENT  

2 openings (1-year & 3-year term) 

Quarterly 

Chair- Jim Black 

In Person 

• Administers the Endowment Fund, 

under the authority of the Board of 

Trustees.  

• Determines and monitors 

the investment strategy for 

the Endowment Fund. 

• Determines the annual distribution 

of the fund to the Church's operating  

budget. 

PASTORAL RELATIONS 

1 opening (3-year term) 

Monthly(Mon/Tue- end of 

month) 

Chair-Christine Richardson 

4:00 pm In Person/Parlor 

• Support the growth and 

development of all clergy called to 

minister to and with the congregation. 

 

• Encourage, maintain and improve a 

healthy relationship between the 

pastor(s) and the congregation.  

  

• Provide a communication 

link between the pastor and 

congregation. 

 

• Help the church deal with 

conflict and encourage and 

promote continuing 

education for the pastor(s). 

• Ensure that an evaluation process is 

implemented and  

make a report to the  

congregation. 

 

Personal Reflections & Notes: 

Which of my skills and talents can I share with the church community? 

Which board or team am I most interested in? 

What questions do I have about service to the church? 

 

Music Notes for Sunday, October 26th, 2025 

I take it as a challenge every week to find music that relates to the service in some way.  This week I found 

two pieces that relate respectively to our opening and closing hymns. 

David Cherwien (b. 1957) is a well-known composer, organist and choir director currently serving as 

Cantor at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  He has more than 150 publications in the church 

music field.  Our prelude is based on the tune for our opening hymn. 

Carl Schalk (1929-2021) was a major force in Lutheran church music in the twentieth century.  He taught 

at Concordia College in Chicago and trained about 150 future church musicians there.  Our anthem is one 

of his numerous publications: 

O Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures  

of which we cannot see the ending,  

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,  

but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Austin Lovelace (1919-2010) was also a major force in church music in the twentieth century.  He served 

many churches in the Denver area and was Minister of Music Emeritus at Wellshire Presbyterian Church.  

He published five books on various topics in church music (including  Hymns That Jesus Would Not Have 

Liked) and dozens of anthems including our offertory anthem today:  
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What shall I render to my God for all his mercy’s store? 

I’ll take the gifts he hath bestowed and humbly ask for more. 

The sacred cup of saving grace I will with thanks receive, 

And all his promises embrace, and to his glory live. 
 

My vows I will to his great name before his people pay, 

And all I have, and all I am, upon his altar lay.  

Thy lawful servant, Lord, I owe to thee whate’er is mine. 

Born in thy family below, and by redemption thine. 
 

Thy hands created me, thy hands from sin have set me free. 

The mercy that hath loosed my hands hath bound me fast to thee. 

Praise him, ye saints, the God of love who hath thy sins forgiv’n, 

‘Till gathered to the church above, we sing the songs of heav’n. 

Emma Louise Ashford (1850-1930) was an active organist and editor of Lorenz Publishing’s monthly 

magazine, The Organist, which provided about a dozen short pieces for general church music.  Our 

postlude is her own composition published in the March 1907 issue. 

 

Free Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Dinners provided by the Rescue Mission 

The Rescue Mission will once again be offering 

FREE holiday meals to individuals in need within 

our community, as well as homebound/elderly 

individuals on Christmas and Thanksgiving Day. 

Delivered meals will be refrigerated and will 

include reheating instructions. 

They are seeking assistance in identifying those who 

may need a meal this holiday season. There are 

flyers printed out on the back table of the sanctuary. 

Meals will be delivered on Thanksgiving Day 

(November 27) and Christmas Eve (December 24). 

Recipients may request meals for both holidays, and 

this should be clearly indicated in the email along 

with their information. Please confirm with each 

recipient that they have not already been registered, 

either on their own or through another agency. Note 

that the Rescue Mission provides standard meals 

only and cannot accommodate special requests or 

dietary restrictions. 

Please email Unique Gamble at UniqueGamble@ongov.net the details of any recipients interested in 

receiving meals. The deadline to provide recipient information for meals is October 29 for 

Thanksgiving and November 26 for Christmas. 
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 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrant, 

native, worker, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 

believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of 

Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts regardless of 

gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic 

status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 

quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe. We covenant to affirm 

the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 

without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 

Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 

facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and 

community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior. We 

believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 

ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other 

religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 

life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 

 

232 E Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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