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Service of the Word

November 9, 2025
10am — Worship



& Order of Worship «&

RINGING OF THE BELL

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

PRELUDE “Kinder Than Man” Addison Flower
Xaden Nishimitsu, flugelhorn, Luke Johnson, piano

WORDS OF WELCOME Craig French

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: God called to Abram and Sarai, bidding them
to leave their homeland and take up a journey of faith.
ALL: In faith, they answered God’s call,
not knowing where the road would lead.
One: God promised them a new land
and a family outnumbering the stars in the sky.
ALL: We praise the living God,
who makes impossible promises
and brings new life even in old age.
One: God tested Abraham, but in a dramatic mountaintop moment,
God provided a fitting sacrifice in place of Isaac.
ALL: We celebrate God’s steady provision
and God’s unending covenant of mercy.
One: From a family of nomadic travelers and unexpected births
came a great nation.
ALL: We come to worship the God of Abraham, Sarah and Isaac—
the God who remembers us and watches over us
and is faithful through all generations.
Let us worship God together!

*OPENING HYMN 22 “Sing Praise to God” insert, pg. 1
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Peace be with you.
All: And, also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.

PRAYER (by Rabbi Sheila Weinberg)

ALL:
Two peoples, one land, and the one in the many.
Three faiths, one root, May You,
One earth, one mother, Life of All the Worlds,
One sky, one beginning, Source of All
One future, one destiny, Amazing Differences,
One broken heart, One God. help us to see clearly.
We pray to You: Guide us gently and firmly
Grant us a vision of unity. toward each other,
May we see the many in the one toward peace. Amen.

*Please stand if you are able.




SCRIPTURE Genesis 22:1-19

One: This is the word of God for the people of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM “Dona Nobis Pacem” unknown
STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the story, children preschool through grade 5
will depart for Learning Community.

2233 Where Children Belong
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MESSAGE Rabbi Oren Steinitz
Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas
*HYMN 24 “The God of Abraham Praise” insert, pp. 1 & 15

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed
since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year. We will
pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2025.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

CALL TO ACTION

CALL TO GIVING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem” H. Rowe Shelley
*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God for all that love has done!

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.

*PRAYER O F DEDICATION
*HYMN 110 “Now Bless the God of Israel” insert, pg. 1



*BENEDICTION
CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT
POSTLUDE “Basse et Dessus de Trompette” Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

& Plymouth Runs on YOU 6

USHER: George Bain
DEACONS ON DUTY: Heather Evans and Kathy Ferro
FLOWERS: Tom Major in memory of Ella Major
COMMUNITY TIME: Havilah and Josh Carroll
COUNTERS: Susan Hawks and Keith Jakway
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

We thank Rabbi Oren Steinitz of Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas for enlightening us with
his presence and message. Read more about him on page 6.

Rabbi Dr. Oren Z. Steinitz serves as the spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas in
Syracuse, New York. He was ordained in 2014 at the Mesifta Adas Wolkowisk Rabbinical Academy,
and is a member of OHALAH Association of Rabbis for Jewish Renewal.

In 2020, after years of rigorous studying of the laws of conversion to Judaism and Jewish divorce,
Rabbi Oren became the sixth Jewish Renewal rabbi to receive advanced rabbinic ordination as Dayan
-- Mediator and Adjudicator of Jewish Law -- from Rabbi Daniel Siegel and ALEPH Canada's
Integral Halacha Institute. He is one of a handful of non-Orthodox rabbis trained as a mesader gittin,
an administrator of Jewish divorce.

Rabbi Oren holds a doctorate from University of Calgary*‘s Interdisciplinary Graduate Program
(Religious Studies, Communications and Israel Studies), researching the attitude towards the “Other”
in Jewish and Islamic legal websites. In addition, he holds BA and MA degrees from the Ben Gurion
University of the Negev (Israel). He taught at the University of Calgary, Mount Royal University and
The ALEPH Ordinations Program as well as in different synagogues and Jewish Community Centers.
His fields of expertise include the history of Jewish-Muslim relations; modern Jewish
fundamentalism; Jewish and Islamic Law; and the religious online world.

Since we are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and at
Community Time. Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new
or just visiting.

Did you know that an Instagram account was created for Plymouth Church? Please follow us
@plymouthsyr and share our posts to your stories so people know what is happening here. If you have
photos to share or church events you would like to promote, send an email to Stephanie Spitzer-Hanks
at spitzerhanks@gmail.com so she can add your contributions to our newly expanded social media
presence!



http://cbscs.org/
https://www.ohalah.org/
https://www.alephcanada.ca/integral-halachah-institute
https://www.alephcanada.ca/integral-halachah-institute
https://orensteinitz.com/gittin.html
mailto:spitzerhanks@gmail.com

On Sunday, November 2, 2025 Sunny Aslam wrote this letter to the editor
Editor,

Onondaga County is sitting on a_$100 million surplus while families across Syracuse and the county
struggle to put food on the table after deep cuts to SNAP (food stamp) benefits. The County
Legislature should immediately pass an emergency resolution to use the surplus to feed these
residents.

County leaders have said this is a federal issue—but_hunger is a local problem. The county has chosen
to bank its massive surplus rather than use it for urgent needs. This is a moral failure when our
neighbors are skipping meals.

Local food pantries are already overwhelmed. Here 1s a_list of food pantries to help residents facing
the SNAP freeze, but charity can’t replace leadership. Using even a small part of the surplus to
supplement SNAP would be a smart investment in public health and dignity.

I urge residents, nonprofits, civic groups, and clergy to contact their county legislators and the County
Executive at countyexecutive@ongov.net. Contact information for all legislators is here:
https://www.ongov.net/legislature/members.html.

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

Today Worship with Guest speaker: Rabbi Oren Steinitz, Congregation
Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time and Talk-back with Rabbi Steinitz,
11:15am, Memorial Hall
e Mon Novl10 Trustees, 6pm, Parlor
Syracuse Gay and Lesbian Choir (SGLC), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall
e Tue Novll Veterans Day. (the Church Office will be open)
Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall
Deacons, 7pm, Parlor and Zoom
e Wed Nov 12 Food Pantry, 2—4pm, Basement
SGLC,6:30pm, Memorial Hall
e Thu Novl13 Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary
Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall
e Fri Novl4 NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall

e Sat Novl15 NA, 12 noon, Memorial Hall
Celebration of Life for Eleanor Russell at Tucker Missionary Baptist
Church, 515 Oakwood Ave, Syracuse, 13205, noon

e Sun Nov 16 Worship with Guest speaker: Imam Hamza Gursoy, Syracuse
University Muslim Chaplain

Looking ahead: New Members will be received on Sunday, Dec. 14, during the morning worship
service. If interested (or for more information), please speak to Pastor Craig ASAP.

Next week’s Guest speaker: The University has appointed Imam Hamza Giirsoy as Muslim chaplain
and advisor for the Muslim Student Association at Hendricks Chapel. In his role, Giirsoy will serve
students by expanding the impact of Hendricks Chapel as “a home for all faiths and a place for all
people.”

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the
church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits are available at


https://www.waer.org/news/2025-10-14/onondaga-county-lawmakers-give-final-approval-to-1-6-billion-budget
https://www.waer.org/news/2025-10-14/onondaga-county-lawmakers-give-final-approval-to-1-6-billion-budget
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2025/10/31/onondaga-county-expands-some-programs-for-snap-recipients-?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2025/10/31/onondaga-county-expands-some-programs-for-snap-recipients-?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://centralcurrent.org/central-new-yorkers-snap-benefits-are-set-to-freeze-in-november-weve-compiled-a-list-of-food-pantries/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://centralcurrent.org/central-new-yorkers-snap-benefits-are-set-to-freeze-in-november-weve-compiled-a-list-of-food-pantries/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:countyexecutive@ongov.net
https://www.ongov.net/legislature/members.html
https://chapel.syracuse.edu/

our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any
adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the
service in ways that are meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to
the shelf at the end of the service.

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. We
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am. There are changing tables in the
restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. The Service
is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart.

Flowers — Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever
you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost is $35 but plans for larger or
multiple arrangements can always be made.

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
Please contact one of the ushers for help. An elevator and ramp are available. Large print bulletins
are at the back of the sanctuary.

Ample free street parking is available on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the
lot behind the Catholic diocese building. For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the
church.

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you

park. Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also,
please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is used to be get to
another area in the parking lot. If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of legitimate
parking spaces. Thank you.

Plymouth loves to share its story! Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events,
and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations. If you have taken
photos you wish to share, please send them to the office. If you DO NOT wish your picture to be
used, please notify the church office.

Music Notes for Sunday, November 29", 2025

We always appreciate the contributions of Addie Flower when she plays timpani, or drum set, or leads
the alto section of the choir. What you may not know is that Addie’s major at Syracuse University’s
Setnor School of Music is composition. She will be presenting her senior recital this coming
Saturday, November 15™ from 5 to 6 pm at Setnor Auditorium in Crouse College. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Our prelude is one of the pieces that will be performed. We express our
appreciation to Luke Johnson and Xaden Nishimitsu for their performance today.

The round Dona Nobis Pacem will be familiar to many. Although its origins are lost in antiquity, its
message of Grant us peace transcends time. Today the choir will sing the round in Hebrew — Sim
shalom, Aleinu. We express our appreciation to Alice Hatt for suggesting we sing in Hebrew and
providing music with both Hebrew and Arabic text.

Harry Rowe Shelley (1858-1947) was a composer and organist who served Congregational Churches
in Brooklyn and Manhattan. He entered Yale as a freshman but did not complete that first year. His
compositions were very popular during his lifetime. Our offertory anthem comes from his cantata
The Pilgrims.
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I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go unto the house of the Lord.
Our feet have stood within thy gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem that art builded as a city that is compact together,

Whither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord,

For a testimony unto Israel to give thanks unto the name of the Lord,

For there are set thrones of judgment — the thrones of the house of David.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say:

Peace be within thee, for the sake of the house of the Lord, our God,
1 will seek thy good.

Louis-Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749) was a prominent Parisian organist/composer. While German
composers relied on their performers knowing the principles of registration (which stops to choose)
based on tradition, French baroque composers gave the registration in the titles. This piece tells me to
alternate a trumpet stop between the bass and soprano parts.

Peace at Home and Peace Abroad

Tues., Nov. 11| 10:30 am -12 pm | First Unitarian Universalist
Society | 109 Waring St | Syracuse, NY

At the end of WWI, the so-called ‘War to Join the Syracuse Chapter of Veterans
end All Wars,” Nov. 11th was declared for Peace (VFP) and the Syracuse
‘Armistice Day, a day to honor the Peace Council to Reclaim Armistice

veterans whose lives were lost and bodies Day.

broken, and to reflect on the harms to On Nov. 11, 2025, we'll remember the

clvilian life. civilian and veteran lives lost and

In 1954, Armistice Day became Veterans forever altered by war. Recognizing our
Day, which recognizes the sacrifices of present crisis is not solely the result of
soldiers and veterans in isolation of the the Trump administration, speakers will
social costs. The call for No More Wars examine beliefs and practices that
was eclipsed by endless war, and a brought us to this point.

federal budget that prioritizes military
spending over meeting basic needs.

Organized by:
Veterans For Peace- Chapter 51

Beyond War and Militarism/Syracuse Peace
“ ‘uncil




& About Plymouth «&

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist
bulwark in the city. Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrant,
native, worker, LGBTQ+ and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.
We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way
of Jesus Christ.

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts regardless of
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic
status, or religious background.

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the
quest for peace — within us, between us, in community, and across the globe. We covenant to affirm
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation.

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary
Movement.

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and
community.

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior. We
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other
religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that
life is too short for long-faced religion. Join us!

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator

232 E Onondaga Street « Syracuse, New York 13202
(315) 474-4836
plymouthsyr.org « office@plymouthsyr.org
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Ps. 68:4, 32; Ps. 105

Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped

Joachim Neander, 1680

Transl. Madeleine Forell Marshall, 1993
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Joachim Neander was a dedicated, caring pastor of the
Reformed Church in Disseldorf, Germany. This was the most
familiar of his fifty-six hymn texts, which were published along
with many of his original tunes in 1680, the year of his death.
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Tune: LOBE DEN HERREN 14.14.4.7.8.
Erneuerten Gesangbuch, Stralsund, 1665
Adapt. and harm. William S. Bennetr, 1863



GOD

24 Yigdal Elohim Chai
(The God of Abraham Praise)

Gen. 12:1; 17:15-16; Exod. 3:14; Isa. 44:6; Rev. 4:8 Moses Maimonides, 12th century
Versification attrib. to Daniel ben Judah, c. 1400
Transl. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann, 1884; alt.
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1 Yig - dal e - lo-him chai v yishio - la - bach,
1 The God of A-braham praise, all prais - es to God’s name,
2 God’s spir - it free-ly flows, high  surg - ing where it will;
3 God has e - ter- nal life im - plant-ed in the soul;
4 The God of Sar-ah praise, all prais - es to God’s name,
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The one e -ter-nal God, be - fore what now ap - pears;

Es - tab-lished is God's law, and change-less it shall stand,

All praisethe liv-ing God! Ex - 1ol that hal-lowed name,
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The twelfth-century scholar Moses Maimonides drew up the Tune: LEONI 6.684.D.
thirseen articles of the Hebrew creed, which were subsequently Traditional Yigdal melody
cast in metrical form (the Yigdal). This translation represents an Adapt. Meyer Lyon, 1770

ccumenical collaboration between Rabbi Landsberg and
Unistarian minister Mann.
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the First, the Last: be - yond all thought through time - less years!
deep  writ-ten on the hu - man heart, in ev - ery land.
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