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 Order of Worship  

 RINGING OF THE BELL 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    

 PRELUDE “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” Wilbur Held  

Prelude on “Beach Spring” 

 WORDS OF WELCOME  Rev. Craig French 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: God sees the one who is cast out, 

   the one who feels abandoned. 

    ALL: God hears the cry of the afflicted. 

    One: God sees Hagar in the wilderness  

   and hears the tears of Ishmael. 

    ALL: God sees us, too, 

   even when we feel alone. 

    One: God provides for the desperate, 

   opens our eyes to the hidden wellspring of hope, 

   and calls us to see and hear each other. 

    ALL: Let us worship God, 

   who sees us, hears us, provides for us.  

*OPENING HYMN 23 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” insert, pg. 11 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 One: Peace be with you. 

 ALL: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE BY CHRISTIAN, JEWISH AND MUSLIM CLERGY (1991) 

   ALL: Eternal God, Creator of the universe, 

        there is no God but You. 

   Great and wonderful are Your works, 

        wondrous are Your ways. 

   Thank you for the many splendored variety of Your creation. 

   Thank you for the many ways we affirm Your presence and purpose 

        and the freedom to do so. 

   Forgive our violation of Your creation. 

   Forgive our violence toward each other. 

   We stand in awe and gratitude for Your persistent love 

        for each and all of Your children: 

        Christian, Jew, Muslim, 

        as well as those with other faiths. 

   Grant to all and our leaders 

    attributes of the strong: 

        mutual respect in words and deed, 

        restraint in the exercise of power, 

        and the will for peace with justice for all. 

   Eternal God, Creator of the universe, 

        there is no God but You. Amen. 

*Please stand if you are able. 2



 

 SCRIPTURE   

 One: This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 ALL: Thanks be to God.   

 ANTHEM “Hand Me Down My Silver Trumpet” arr. Joy Webb 

   a Spiritual, trumpet played by Kyle 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES   Emily Evans 

Following the story, children will return to their families to be part of today’s special service.  
 

 
 

MESSAGE

  

Imam Hamza Gursoy

 

 

HYMN

 

“Dona Nobis Pacem”

 

insert, pg.
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The congregation will sing

 

the text in Arabic, as led by choir members.

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have 

prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  

We will pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2025.

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

 

 

CALL TO ACTION 

   

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

  

Ken Johnson

 

 

CALL TO GIVING

  

 

OFFERTORY

 

ANTHEM

       

“Go Forth Into

 

the World in Peace”

 

Paul Sjolund

 

   

trumpet, Kyle
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SCRIPTURE



 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise God, all creatures here below! 

   Praise God for all that love has done! 

   Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 26 “We Worship You, God” insert, pg. 13 

*BENEDICTION 

 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 POSTLUDE  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” Henry Coleman 

   Finale on “Hyfrydol”  

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

USHER: Gert Danzy 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Leslie Lawrence and Arne Hook 

FLOWERS: Ken Johnson in memory of Jeanne Carrillo 

COMMUNITY TIME: Deacons 

COUNTERS: Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Susan Hawks 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 

 

We thank Imam Hamza Gursoy, Syracuse University Muslim Chaplain for joing us today, along with 

Muslim students and other guests. 
 

Introducing Imam Gursoy: The University has appointed Imam Hamza Gürsoy as Muslim chaplain 

and advisor for the Muslim Student Association at Hendricks Chapel. In his role, Gürsoy will serve 

students by expanding the impact of Hendricks Chapel as “a home for all faiths and a place for all 

people.” 

 

“We at Hendricks Chapel are overjoyed to welcome Imam Hamza Gürsoy to the Syracuse University 

campus community,” says the Rev. Brian Konkol, Vice President and Dean of Hendricks Chapel. “As 

a dynamic Islamic leader with meaningful interfaith experience, Chaplain Gürsoy will help to prepare 

our students for a changing global society. I am excited to witness all the ways he will support our 

Muslim students and many others, to inspire all to lead in service to our common good.” 

 

Gürsoy, originally from Bursa, Turkey, will join Hendricks Chapel for the Fall 2025 semester. Since 

2017 the Muslim chaplaincy has experienced tremendous growth, resulting in a 500% increase in 

student participation through new programs and services, community outreach and a more engaged 

presence throughout campus. 

 

Gürsoy is experienced in teaching religious studies, ethics and spiritual development, and seeks to 

foster meaningful discussions that guide students in their faith journeys. He is also passionate about 

fostering a sense of comfort and connection through faith-based counseling, mentorship, community 

outreach and educational initiatives. “Every person who enters our lives teaches us something,” says 

Gürsoy. “I’m excited to join Hendricks Chapel, where I can work with students, faculty, staff, and 

chaplains as we all learn and grow together.” 
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Since we are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and at 

Community Time.  Let’s get into the habit of letting people know who we are, whether they are new 

or just visiting.  

 

Did you know that an Instagram account was created for Plymouth Church? Please follow us 

@plymouthsyr and share our posts to your stories so people know what is happening here. If you have 

photos to share or church events you would like to promote, send an email to Stephanie Spitzer-Hanks 

at spitzerhanks@gmail.com so she can add your contributions to our newly expanded social media 

presence! 

 

On Sunday, November 2, 2025 Sunny Aslam wrote this letter to the editor 
 

Editor, 
 

Onondaga County is sitting on a $100 million surplus while families across Syracuse and the county 

struggle to put food on the table after deep cuts to SNAP (food stamp) benefits. The County 

Legislature should immediately pass an emergency resolution to use the surplus to feed these 

residents. 
 

County leaders have said this is a federal issue—but hunger is a local problem. The county has chosen 

to bank its massive surplus rather than use it for urgent needs.  This is a moral failure when our 

neighbors are skipping meals. 
 

Local food pantries are already overwhelmed. Here is a list of food pantries to help residents facing 

the SNAP freeze, but charity can’t replace leadership. Using even a small part of the surplus to 

supplement SNAP would be a smart investment in public health and dignity. 
 

I urge residents, nonprofits, civic groups, and clergy to contact their county legislators and the County 

Executive at: countyexecutive@ongov.net. Contact information for all legislators is here: 

https://www.ongov.net/legislature/members.html. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
 

• Today  Worship with Guest speaker: Imam Hamza Gursoy, Syracuse  

    University Muslim Chaplain, 10am, Sanctuary 
   Community Time and Talk-back with Imam Hamza Gursoy, 11:15am,  

   Memorial Hall 

• Mon Nov 17 Syracuse Gay and Lesbian Choir, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
• Tue      Nov 18   Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor* 

  Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 

  Christian Formation, 7:15pm, Parlor* 

• Wed Nov 19    Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 

• Thu Nov 20 Plymouth Bells rehearsal, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 

    Vocal Choir rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 

• Fri Nov 21    NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 

• Sat       Nov 22    NA, 12 noon, Memorial Hall  

• Sun      Nov 23    Worship Service: Giving Sunday, 10am, Sanctuary 
 Community Time and Forum, Memorial Hall, 11:15am 

 

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact with the Chair 

who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
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NOVEMBER 10 UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
  

During worship on Sunday, November 9 Pastoral Search Committee member Josh Carroll  

spoke on behalf of the committee to announce that the congregational retreat scheduled for the first 

weekend in December has been postponed.  His remarks included: "We recognize that this moment in 

the life of our church is about more than planning logistics -- it's about discernment. We're being 

called to reflect deeply on where we are as a congregation, what we've accomplished over this past 

season of transition, and what our next faithful steps might be. The retreat was originally envisioned 

as a time for us to dig into vision, values and direction, but we've come to feel that what's most needed 

right now is an opportunity [for the Search Committee] to thoughtfully re-evaluate our direction and 

priorities … Thank you for your understanding, your presence, and your faith in this process.” 

 

The committee’s work continues in earnest as we meet this Saturday, November 15.  

 

If you haven’t already done so, please participate in the Welcoming Diversity Survey available online 

through this link - https://forms.office.com/r/qZLg6Mhv1j  or by scanning this QR code.* 

 

 
 

* If you don't have internet or access to a computer, we will be happy to help you gain access to 

complete it or provide you with a paper copy. Please get in touch with a committee member for 

assistance. 

 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us. 

  

Your Pastoral Search Committee: Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy Ferro, Esther 

Zorn 

 

Next Sunday’s Forum will be presented by the Eastern Farm Workers Association. 

Looking ahead: New Members will be received on Sunday, Dec. 14, during the morning worship 

service. If interested (or for more information), please speak to Pastor Craig ASAP. 

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 

church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits are available at 

our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any 

adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the 

service in ways that are meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to 

the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. We 

also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the 

restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. The Service 

is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart. 
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Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 

you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost is $35 but plans for larger or 

multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  Large print bulletins 

are at the back of the sanctuary. 

Ample free street parking is available on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 

lot behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 

allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 

church. 

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of where you 

park.  Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be needed at any time. Also, 

please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated parking place, then it is used to be get to 

another area in the parking lot.  If you park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of legitimate 

parking spaces. Thank you. 

 
 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. Phil. 4:6-7 

Dear colleagues, 
 

As a communal response to uplift these sorrows and support our neighbors near and far, General Minister and 
President, the Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson calls the church to a season of prayer. Prayers undergirds our 

witness, ministry, and advocacy as we work for peace and a just world for all. 
 

For the past year and a half, the People’s Prayers for Peace has provided a space for prayers from UCC 

members and partners. We received nearly 300 prayers and thank all who offered prayers for the world, for 
disasters, and for the many issues that affect our lives.  
 

Wars and conflicts continue to escalate around the world. Injustices and inequalities manifest as racism, 

discrimination, gender-based violence, economic disparities, and other issues at play around us. 
 

Following the strong response to the original People’s Prayers for Peace initiative, I am pleased to continue this 

movement, as prayer is needed during these tumultuous times. You are invited to join this endeavor. Prayer 
accompanies the action and advocacy we take as we seek peace and a just world for all. 
 

Please share a prayer, a hope, a drawing or song lyrics or other work of art that you have created, a video prayer 

or whatever the spirit leads you to share, as we continue to strive for the ending of all violence and bring about 

peace where it is absent. And, if you have offered prayers in the past, you can still contribute as we continue to 
“pray without ceasing." 
 

If you want to see all of the prayers go to this special webpage where all submitted prayers will live: 

https://www.ucc.org/peoples-prayers-for-peace/ This page also houses a form for prayer submissions. This 

initiative is live and your participation is needed during this season of prayer. Please be sure to bookmark this 
page, as well as follow social media accounts for daily and weekly prayers from our community and beyond. 

 

God promises to be fully present and available to us when we seek God wholeheartedly in prayer. Through the 
sharing of your prayers, let us continue lifting our voices together with God for advancing the presence of 

God's peace. 

 

May it be so. 
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 Music Notes for Sunday, November 16th , 2025  
 

Hand Me Down My Silver Trumpet 

Well, I've never been to Heaven, but I've been told, 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Gabriel; 

The gates are made of pearl and the streets are made of gold, 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Lord. 

Chorus 

O hand me down, O hand me down, 

O hand me down my silver trumpet, Gabriel 

Send it down, hand it down, 

Any ol' way, just get it down 

Hand me down my silver trumpet Lord. 

If religion were a thing that money could buy 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Gabriel; 

The rich would live and the poor would die, 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Lord. 

Well now, if you want a silver trumpet like mine, 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Gabriel: 

You'd better learn to play it in plenty of time, 

Hand me down my silver trumpet, Lord. 

Go Forth into the World in Peace 

Go forth into the world in peace. 

Be of good courage, hold fast to that which is good. 

Render to no one evil for evil. 

Go forth into the world in love. 

Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak. 

Help the afflicted, honor all people. 

Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Go forth into the world in peace. 

 

 Message from Laity Empowerment   November 2025  

Thank you to all who volunteered to serve our church on one or more of our boards or teams! Our 

current needs are for Deacons, Christian Formation and Stewardship Team members.  

 

If you have an interest in any of these open positions , please get in touch with Leela George, Laity 

Empowerment Chair,  at ljgeorge62@gmail.com, or text/ call 315-254-7807 by Nov.30th  Or speak 

to Laity Team Members Scott Kraemer or Ben Cohen or any of the committee chairs listed below. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETING DAY TIME/FORMAT/LOCATION 

DEACONS 

3 openings (3-year & 2-year terms) 

Second TUESDAY 

Chair- Esther Zorn 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor & 
ZOOM 
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• Works with pastoral staff to set a 
vision for the worship life of the 
congregation, discerning themes & 
special events for liturgical seasons  
 
• Decides on the allocation of 
resources for worship, special 
events, hospitality ministry, 
outreach, and benevolence giving.  
 

• Sets the calendar & 
implements communion – set 
up, serving, and clean up. 
 
•Supports the food pantry 
ministry helping create 
awareness and supporting the 
volunteers  
 
 

• Recruits, trains, & supports 
greeters, ushers, community 
time hosts for rotating 
responsibilities  
 
• Creates opportunities for the 
congregation to build 
community through special 
events  
 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

3 openings (1-year terms) 

Fourth TUESDAY 

Chair- Havilah Carroll 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor 

• Proposes and monitors budget for 
nursery care, Learning Community, 
adult study, youth ministry, & 
intergenerational learning events.  
 
• Hires, in collaboration with Board 
of Trustees, nursery care staff & 
supports and guides that staff 

• Sets vision for overall 
Christian Formation ministry, 
including decisions about 
curriculum, special learning 
programs, service learning, 
adult study offerings, 
discussion series, family 
support, & special events of 
the congregation  

• Facilitates the planning of 
special events: Advent 
Workshop, Palm Sunday 
Alfombras Walk, Heifer Festival, 
etc. 
 
• Helps create a vision for adult 
study, supporting the forum 
team, Bible Study, etc. 

STEWARDSHIP 

1 opening (3-year term) 

Varies 

Chair- Kirsten Hubel 

In Person 

• Guides, encourages, and inspires 
Plymouth members and friends in 
the living out of their lives in keeping 
with their membership vows. 

• Designs, leads, and 
promotes the church’s 
annual pledge campaign 

 

 

 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 

bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrant, 

native, worker, LGBTQ+ and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  

We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way 

of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts regardless of 

gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic 

status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 

quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe. We covenant to affirm 

the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 

without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 

Movement. 
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We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 

facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and 

community. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior. We 

believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 

ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other 

religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that 

life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 

 

232 E Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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