Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ

downtown Syracuse, NY

The Third Advent Candle is lit for joy. Known as "Gaudete Sunday,"
this week celebrates the joy of the coming birth of Jesus.

Service of Lessons and Carols
December 14, 2025
10am — Worship



& Order of Worship «6

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
PRELUDE “Noel in G” Louis Claude Daquin
WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Craig French
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Peace be with you.
All:  And, also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.

*INTROIT “There Are Angels Hov’ring Round”
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2. To carry the tidings home.
3. To the New Jerusalem.
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STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the Advent candle lighting, the children and youth
will return to their families.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (by Erin Wathen, adapted) Christine Richardson
Pastoral Relations

One: “God’s anger lasts only a second, but God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping may endure through the night, but joy comes in the morning.”
Today we light the candle of joy.
We celebrate in big ways and small ways,
as we wait for Jesus, the Light of the World, to come to us.
The greatest joy is being with the people we love
and being grateful for all we have, right this minute.
ALL: God, we sometimes have a hard time looking ahead.
We worry about what we have forgotten,
or what we’ve done wrong,
or what we haven’t done at all.
Help; us to let go of the past and look forward to the future,
trusting in the new things you are doing all the time.
We give you thanks for the joy of this season
and for all the ways we can bring joy to others.
Even as we wait. Amen.

OPENING CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” No. 135

BIDDING PRAYER and the LORD’S PRAYER

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer, in the language and tradition of your choice.
A suggested version is on page 9 of the New Century Hymnal.

CAROL “Once in Royal David’s City” No. 145
*Congregation stands and joins with choir at verses 4 and 5.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 John Hottenstein

God tells that the serpent’s head shall be bruised. Stewardship Committee

*Please stand if you are able.



CAROL “Snake in the Grass”

SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18
God promises Abraham that, through him, all will be blessed.

*CAROL “The God of Abraham Praise” (vs. 1, 4)

THIRD LESSON
Isaiah foretells Christ’s birth.

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

CAROL “Joseph Dearest”
Plymouth Bells
FOURTH LESSON Micah 5:2-5
Micah foretells of Bethlehem.
CAROL “Donkey Riding”
FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38

The angel Gabriel tells Mary of God'’s plan.

CAROL “Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang”

SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1, 3-7
Mary, finding no room at the inn, gives birth in a manger.

CAROL “The Cuckoo and the Dove”
SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16

Angels direct shepherds to the infant Jesus.
*CAROL “Sheep Fast Asleep”
EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11

The wise men bring gifts to the Christ-child.

Joseph Downing

Michelle Bell
Pastoral Search

No. 24

Esther Zorn
Deacons

arr. J. Downing
Linda Kraemer

Trustees
arr. J. Downing

Arne Hook
Good Neighbor Team

Robert Lau

Ben Cohen
Laity Empowerment

arr. J. Downing

Dave Michel
Food Pantry

No. 137

Christopher Hayden
Learning Community



RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING GOD’S GIFTS
See insert for verbiage.

CHILD DEDICATION Cian Carroll
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS
Jeffrey Corley Scott Dillenbeck Amanda Page

Mara Delaney and Brandon Pugh
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY CAROL “Catalan Noel” arr. J. Downing

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God for gifts of hope and peace;
Praise God for gifts of joy and love!
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell!
On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Our spirits rejoice and give praise for the goodness revealed in our midst. We are
grateful for the presence of this community, for the sustenance of the Earth, for
hands that care and hearts that love. In the spirit of joy and gratitude, may we
become greater reflections of God’s goodness in our world. Amen.

NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14 Rev. Craig French
John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation. Pastor

CAROL “Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten” No. 118

INVITATION TO RESPOND

*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT



POSTLUDE “Noel in a minor” Louis Claude Daquin

& Plymouth Runs on YOU

USHERS: Gary Allen and Scott Kraemer
FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson in memory of
Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano Peterson.
DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Kailyn Wright
COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Susan Hawks
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

¢ Today Service of Lessons and Carols, 10am, Sanctuary
Advent Potluck, 11:30am, Kirtland Hall, all are welcome.
¢ Tue Dec16 Church Council, 5:30pm, Parlor*
Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall
Christian Formation, 7pm, Parlor*
Wed Dec 17 Food Pantry, 2—4pm, Basement
Thu Dec 18 Vocal Choir, 7pm, Memorial Hall
Fri Dec 19 NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall
Sat Dec 20 NA, 12noon, Memorial Hall
Sun  Dec 21 Worship + Christmas Fund Offering, 10am, Sanctuary

* & & o o

*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact
with the Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information with you.

Meet our newest members

Jeffery Corley

I have been living in the Syracuse area for the last 20 years, I can’t believe it has
been that long. I’ve been searching for some time to find a church that I could call home.
I have attended services at Plymouth on and off for the last couple of months and I feel
very strongly that this is where God would like me to be. I always look forward to the
services on Sundays and some of the other festivities that [ am aware of. I look forward
to getting to know some of the other members here as well.



Scott Dillenbeck

Amanda Page

Amanda first came to Plymouth in 2017 and came back because of the music,
and later stayed because of the sermons (quite frankly, because she never felt pressured
to be anyone except her sometimes- introverted self). Although she has never been a
member of a church before (or even attended one regularly), she has always felt at home
at Plymouth. She is a member of a wonderful Covenant group, and Craig even officiated
her very small, five-person wedding! She lives in Syracuse with her husband Adam, who
makes her laugh every day.

Mara Delaney and Brandon Pugh

Mara and Brandon began going to Plymouth three years ago. They were each
raised Catholic, in Brewerton and Whitesboro, respectively. They met in Syracuse
and live together in Lyncourt. Mara is finishing her degree in music from Oswego this
year and previously worked in pharmaceuticals and research. Brandon is an electrical
engineer who studied at Clarkson and Syracuse University. Mara’s primary instrument is
voice and Brandon’s primary instruments are piano and guitar. They enjoy sharing their
love for art, music, and nature together and are both in the Plymouth choir.

From Random Acts of Kindness: This year we are once again collecting donations for
our RAK bags. We mostly need adult-sized gloves and/or monetary donations to enable
us to finish putting together 30+ bags to hand out to the homeless in our community.
(We have already managed to supply clean-up bags, water, protein bars, hats & socks.)

Thank You Kindly @ Charlottee Vallejo and Laura Masuicca

Next Sunday: We will have a special collection for the Christmas Fund. What is the
Christmas Fund? The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and
lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency
grants, supplementation of small annuities, health premiums, and Christmas “Thank
You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Please join us in giving.



&= Joys and Concerns ~
In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for:

e Doris D, rehabbing at Menorah Park, rm 114 following surgery after a fall.
Mark M, a member of SGLC with stage 4 cancer, at home with family of chance
and choice after being discharged from the hospital.

Our German choir friends.

Rosalyn G (age 2), following a stroke, now recovering at home.

Stephen C dealing with lung cancer.

Mable W recuperating at her daughter’s home at 103 Seneca Place, Syracuse,
NY 13207. Thank you for your cards and prayers.

Geri H following her spinal surgery.

e Folks dealing with mental illness, incarceration, and homelessness.

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship
activity kits are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for
our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are
meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at
the end of the service.

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always
welcome. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am. There
are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the
men’s restroom in the basement. The Service is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to
the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart.

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the
sanctuary. Please contact an usher for help. An elevator and ramp are available. Large
print bulletins are at the back of the sanctuary.

Ample free street parking is available on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as
well as in the lot behind the Catholic diocese building. For those able to walk a short
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to
use the spots directly in front of the church.



An Invitation from the Pastoral Search Committee

As the holiday spirit fills the air, your search committee is excited to invite you to a
special day:

“Back to the Future”
Remembering, Celebrating, Discovering

Come together in Kirtland Hall on Saturday, January 24" from 9am to 4pm where we
will:

» Remember our past by taking a deep dive into the timeline we created
together and by sharing important moments in our personal Plymouth
experience

» Celebrate our collective history as people of Plymouth

» Discover key values and traits seen in and shaping Plymouth's life and
work today and recurring themes or patterns (both healthy & unhealthy)
in Plymouth's life over the years

By the end of the day, we will have strengthened our sense of community as a
congregation and taken a key step toward defining Plymouth for our Church Profile.

Your participation is vital so please grab your calendar and save the date - January 24
from 9 am to 4 pm - and sign up by January 18 on the chart in the bell tower or by
contacting a Search Committee member. Lunch, snacks, and childcare will be provided.

Questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us. We look forward to spending January 24 in
community with you.

Your Pastoral Search Committee: Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy
Ferro, Esther Zorn



Laity Empowerment Message — December 2025

Thank you to all who volunteered to serve our church on one or more of our boards or teams! Our
current needs are for Deacons, Christian Formation, and Stewardship Team members.

If you have an interest in any of these open positions , please get in touch with Leela George, Laity
Empowerment Chair, at ljgeorge62@gmail.com, or text/ call 315-254-7807 ASAP or speak to Laity

Team Members Scott Kraemer or Ben Cohen or any of the committee chairs listed below.

BOARD/COMMITTEE

DEACONS
3 openings (3-year & 2-year terms)

» Works with pastoral staff to set a
vision for the worship life of the
congregation, discerning themes &
special events for liturgical seasons

* Decides on the allocation of resources
for worship, special events, hospitality
ministry, outreach, and benevolence
giving.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

3 openings (/-year terms)

* Proposes and monitors budget for
nursery care, Learning Community,
adult study, youth ministry, &
intergenerational learning events.

« Hires, in collaboration with Board of
Trustees, nursery care staff &
supports and guides that staff.

STEWARDSHIP

1 opening (3-year term)

* Guides, encourages, and inspires
Plymouth members and friends in
the living of their lives in keeping
with their membership
VOWS.

MEETING DAY

Second TUESDAY
Chair- Esther Zorn

* Sets the calendar &
implements communion — set
up, serving, and clean up.

*Supports the food pantry
ministry helping create
awareness and supporting the
volunteers.

Fourth TUESDAY
Chair- Havilah Carroll

* Sets vision for the Christian
Formation ministry,
including decisions about
curriculum, special learning
programs, service learning,
adult study offerings,
discussion series, family
support, & special events of
the congregation.

Varies

Chair- Kirsten Hubel

* Designs, leads, and
promotes the church’s
annual pledge campaign.
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TIME/FORMAT/LOCATION

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor &
Z00OM

* Recruits, trains, & supports
greeters, ushers, community

time hosts for rotating
responsibilities.

* Creates opportunities for
the congregation to build
community through special
events.

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor

* Facilitates the planning of
special events: Advent
Workshop, Palm Sunday
Alfombras Walk, Heifer
Festival, etc.

* Helps create a vision for
adult study, supporting the
forum team, Bible Study, etc.

In Person


mailto:ljgeorge62@gmail.com

Standing on Holy Ground...

We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga Nation,
Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee,
Indigenous People on whose ancestral land
Plymouth Church now stands.

Holy is this place. Holy is this time.

Holy the memory and the hope of the people of God,
the Body of Christ.
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&= About Plymouth «&

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a
Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city. Since then, we have fought against slavery,
poverty, and war; for immigrant, native, worker, LGBTQ+ and women’s rights; and
sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe in beauty, laughter, the
struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ.
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background.

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds
justice with the quest for peace — within us, between us, in community, and across the
globe. We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve
creation.

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national
New Sanctuary Movement.

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our
congregation and community.

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother
and savior. We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not
only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human
spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced
religion. Join us!
Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music

Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator

232 E Onondaga Street «6 Syracuse, New York 13202
(315) 474-4836
plymouthsyr.org 6 office@plymouthsyr.org
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