Plymouth Congregational Church
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
downtown Syracuse, NY

The Fourth Advent Candle is lit for love, God's selfless love
for humanity and encouragement to believers to emulate that love in their lives.

Service of the Word
December 21, 2025
10am — Worship



&= Order of Worship «&

RINGING OF THE BELL

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

PRELUDE “Noel Sur Les Flutes” Louis-Claude Daquin
WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Craig French

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Erin Wathen, adapted)

One: God, we are ready and waiting!
ALL: The tree might not be perfect, the gifts may not be wrapped,
the house is still a mess ... but God, we are ready!
One: The world cries out for a savior,
and we are waiting for love to be born.
ALL: All is not calm. All is not bright.
We are so ready for love to come and live with us in the flesh.
One: Come as you are, says God.
Arise and shine, for your light is nearly here.
ALL: Come, O Jesus. We may not be prepared, but we are ready.

Let your light of love shine in our darkness.

*OPENING HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #133

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: Peace be with you.
All:  And, also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.

*INTROIT “There Are Angels Hovering ‘Round” insert

*Please stand if you are able.



STORY FOR ALL AGES Emily Evans

Following the Advent candle lighting, children preschool through grade 5
will depart for Learning Community.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (by Erin Wathen, adapted) Charlottee Vallejo
and Laura Masuicca

ONE: Today we light the candle of love.
God created the world, and God so loved the world
that God didn’t want to love it from far off anymore.
It was love that made us
and love that brought God to dwell with us—live and in person.
Love still lights the way.

ALL: Dear God, are we doing this right? Sometimes we’re not sure.
We think we’re ready for the One to be born who will lead us in love.
While we wait, show us how to love our neighbors.
As we welcome the baby Jesus to the world,
teach us how to be like him.
Let the light of your love live in us—for all to see. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Matthew 1:18-25

One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Joseph Dearest”
French traditional carol

MESSAGE Unexpected Interruptions: Joseph
*HYMN “Gentle Joseph, Gentle Dear” #105
*PRAYER SONG “Come and Fill Our Hearts” insert



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us
have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the
course of a year. We will pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 20235.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

CALL TO ACTION
CALL TO GIVING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Ave, Ave, the Angels Sang” Robert Lau

OFFERING

Today we receive a special offering for The Christmas Fund,
which provides caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the UCC,
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums,
and Christmas “Thank You checks.

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God for gifts of hope and peace;
Praise God for gifts of joy and love!
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell!
On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” #131

*BENEDICTION

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT

POSTLUDE “Noel in G” Louis-Claude Daquin
& Plymouth Runs on YOU

USHERS: Gert Danzy
DEACONS ON DUTY: Cindy Perrine and Frank Leonard
FLOWERS: see insert
COMMUNITY TIME: Cara and Joe Steiner
COUNTERS: Jennifer Hamlin-Navias and Keith Jakway
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Kailyn Wright

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH

¢ Today Worship — 4th Sunday of Advent, 10am, Sanctuary
Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall

¢ Tue Dec?23 Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall

¢ Wed Dec24 NO Food Pantry
Christmas Eve Family Service, 5pm, Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and Communion, 11pm

¢ Thu Dec25 Merry Christmas One and All. (Church Office is closed)
NO Bell or Vocal Choir Practice

¢ Fri Dec 26 The Church Office will be closed until Tuesday Dec 30,
NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall

¢ Sat Dec 27 NA, 12noon, Memorial Hall

¢ Sun Dec 28 Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Wassailing, 11:15am, Parlor (see page 6)

¢ Mon Dec29 The Church Office is closed.



Wassailing. Following worship on Sunday, December 28, you are invited to continue our
celebration of Christmastide by sharing a cup of wassail punch and sweets. Bring your
cookies and treats that survived the holiday and share the continued joy of the season in the
intimate setting of the Parlor. Let’s toast the promise of the new year in community together!

What is Wassailing? For centuries, wassailing was a popular part of Christmas and New
Year celebrations. The word ‘wassail” comes from the Old Norse for ‘good health’, and
wassailing generally involved drinking to people’s health, often while singing about it.
Wassailing fell out of popularity during the 19™ century, largely replaced by carolling, but
the act of drinking to the health of friends and family in the festive season carried on and is
as popular now as it has ever been. Traditionally, wassailing took place on Twelfth Night,
but today it's usually held between late December and February. The beverage traditionally
served at wassailing is hot mulled cider, ale, or wine with spices. Ours will be non-
alcoholic.

There are many variations of Here We Go A Wassailing but here is the chorus for most.

Love and joy come to you,
And to you your wassail too;
And God bless you and send you
A Happy New Year
And God send you a Happy New Year.

&= Joys and Concerns 5
In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for:

e Allen Quigg died on December 6; you can read his obituary at:
https://obits.syracuse.com/us/obituaries/syracuse/name/alan-quigg-
obituary?id=60276084

Doris D. rehabbing at Menorah Park, following surgery after a fall.

Mark Miller a member of SGLC died peacefully last week.

Our German choir friends.

Rosalyn G. (age 2), following a stroke, now recovering at home.

Stephen C. dealing with lung cancer.

Mable W. recuperating at her daughter’s home. Thank you for your cards and
prayers.

Geri H. following her spinal surgery.

e Folks dealing with mental illness, incarceration, and homelessness.
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https://obits.syracuse.com/us/obituaries/syracuse/name/alan-quigg-obituary?id=60276084
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From Random Acts of Kindness: This year we are once again collecting donations for
our RAK bags. We mostly need adult-sized gloves and/or monetary donations to enable
us to finish putting together 30+ bags to hand out to the homeless in our community.
(We have already managed to supply clean-up bags, water, protein bars, hats & socks.)

Thank You Kindly @ Charlottee Vallejo and Laura Masuicca

Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship
activity kits are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for
our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are
meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at
the end of the service.

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always
welcome. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am. There
are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the
men’s restroom in the basement. The Service is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to
the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart.

Our food pantry is gathering hats, gloves, socks, coats, snow pants, and insulated
underwear to help our clients during the cold weather.

We are a Welcoming congregation: Please wear your name tag during the Service and
at Community Time, Forums, and Bible Studies. Let’s get into the habit of letting people
know who we are.

Did you know that an Instagram account was created for Plymouth Church? Please
follow us @plymouthsyr and share our posts with your stories so people know what is
happening here. If you have photos to share or church events you would like to promote,
send an email to Stephanie Spitzer-Hanks at spitzerhanks@gmail.com so she can add
your contributions to our newly expanded social media presence!

Flowers — Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in
honor of whatever you choose. A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry. The cost
is $35 but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made.


mailto:spitzerhanks@gmail.com

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the
sanctuary. Please contact an usher for help. An elevator and ramp are available. Large
print bulletins are at the back of the sanctuary.

Ample free street parking is available on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as
well as in the lot behind the Catholic diocese building. For those able to walk a short
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to
use the spots directly in front of the church.

Parking Reminder: If you are using the Diocese parking lot, please be respectful of
where you park. Do not park in front of the garages; there are vehicles that may be
needed at any time. Also, please don’t park in unmarked spaces. If it is not a designated
parking spot, then it is used to get into and out of another area in the parking lot. If you
park there, you will be blocking someone in or out of legitimate parking spaces. Thank
you.

Standing on Holy Ground...

We acknowledge with respect to the Onondaga Nation,
Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee,
Indigenous People on whose ancestral land
Plymouth Church now stands.

Holy is this place. Holy is this time.

Holy the memory and the hope of the people of God,
the Body of Christ.



DECEMBER 15" UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE

QT

= CONGREGATIONAL —
CHURCH

S

“Back to the Future”
Remembering, Celebrating, Discovering

Saturday, January 24th

9am to 4pm

2 Remember our past by taking a deep dive into the timeline we created together
and by sharing important moments in our personal Plymouth experience

2 Celebrate our collective history as people of Plymouth
2 Discover key values and traits seen in and shaping Plymouth's life and work

today and recurring themes or patterns (both healthy & unhealthy) in
our life over the years

We welcome your questions and concerns — give us a call or have a conversation with us
on any Sunday following worship. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Your Pastoral Search Committee: Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy

Ferro, Esther Zorn
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Laity Empowerment Message — December 2025

Thank you to all who volunteered to serve our church on one or more of our boards or teams! Our
current needs are for Deacons, Christian Formation, and Stewardship Team members.

If you have an interest in any of these open positions , please get in touch with Leela George, Laity
Empowerment Chair, at ljgeorge62@gmail.com, or text/ call 315-254-7807 ASAP or speak to Laity

Team Members Scott Kraemer or Ben Cohen or any of the committee chairs listed below.

BOARD/COMMITTEE

DEACONS
3 openings (3-year & 2-year terms)

» Works with pastoral staff to set a
vision for the worship life of the
congregation, discerning themes &
special events for liturgical seasons

* Decides on the allocation of resources
for worship, special events, hospitality
ministry, outreach, and benevolence
giving.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

3 openings (/-year terms)

* Proposes and monitors budget for
nursery care, Learning Community,
adult study, youth ministry, &
intergenerational learning events.

« Hires, in collaboration with Board of
Trustees, nursery care staff &
supports and guides that staff.

STEWARDSHIP

1 opening (3-year term)

* Guides, encourages, and inspires
Plymouth members and friends in
the living of their lives in keeping
with their membership
VOWS.

MEETING DAY

Second TUESDAY
Chair- Esther Zorn

* Sets the calendar &
implements communion — set
up, serving, and clean up.

*Supports the food pantry
ministry helping create
awareness and supporting the
volunteers.

Fourth TUESDAY
Chair- Havilah Carroll

* Sets vision for the Christian
Formation ministry,
including decisions about
curriculum, special learning
programs, service learning,
adult study offerings,
discussion series, family
support, & special events of
the congregation.

Varies

Chair- Kirsten Hubel

* Designs, leads, and
promotes the church’s
annual pledge campaign.
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TIME/FORMAT/LOCATION

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor &
Z00OM

* Recruits, trains, & supports
greeters, ushers, community

time hosts for rotating
responsibilities.

* Creates opportunities for
the congregation to build
community through special
events.

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor

* Facilitates the planning of
special events: Advent
Workshop, Palm Sunday
Alfombras Walk, Heifer
Festival, etc.

* Helps create a vision for
adult study, supporting the
forum team, Bible Study, etc.

In Person


mailto:ljgeorge62@gmail.com

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
f  OFFICE OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ADVOCACY

In this season of Advent, when Christians recite and remember the Christmas story, join us
in urging the Administration to demand that Israel curtail the construction of illegal
settlements. After two years of a devastating military campaign in Gaza, almost the entire
2.3 million Palestinians there are displaced, with over half of the Gaza Strip militarily
occupied by Israel. In the meantime, Palestinians in the West Bank continue to experience
an intensified military occupation with hundreds of checkpoints preventing the free
movement of people, continued military assaults, massive displacement of Palestinian
refugees, and violent settler attacks who are armed by the state, which have

been condemned by church leaders there and identified as state violence by the Israeli
human rights organization, B’Tselem. A bill in the US House of Representatives (H.Res.
3045) to codify sanctions on known violent settlers currently has 109 cosponsors.

There are approximately 800,000 Israeli settlers living in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem. Settlement construction and expansion are illegal under international

law, yet Israel continues to approve more and more settlements. The US position on
settlements has shifted in recent years and under recent Administrations.

The mayor of Beit Sahour, Dr. Elias Iseed, recently sent a letter urging advocacy on this
issue. Writing of the threat of a new Israeli settlement in Osh Ghurab, Dr. Iseed says that,
if constructed, it “will have severe consequences. This settlement is not simply a
construction project—it is an act of dispossession.” The proposed settlement, to be built
near the YMCA of Beit Sahour, would disrupt community life in Beit Sahour, displace
Palestinians there, cut off north-south movement in the West Bank, and likely lead to even
more violent settler attacks on the people of Beit Sahour. Dr. Iseed writes, “Human Rights
Watch has already documented forced displacement of Palestinian families, describing the
situation as a crime against humanity, which is now reaching the peaceful city of Beit
Sahour.

Beit Sahour is near Betlehem in the West Bank, and is known as Shepherd’s Field, where
in the Biblical account of the Christmas story, “there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night... [and where] the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2: 8&10).

In this season of Advent, when Christians recite and remember the Christmas story,
contact the White House and urge the Trump Administration to demand that Israel curtail
the construction of illegal settlements, including this one in Beit Sahour, require that Israel
ends settler violence against Palestinians, and impose sanctions for continued violations.

Use this url to fill out and submit your letter to the White House:
United Church of Christ Office of Public Policy and Advocacy - Advocacy
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https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/world/video/west-bank-checkpoint-zeena-saifi-digvid-vrtc
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166522
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/11/20/west-bank-israel-emptying-refugee-camps-a-crime-against-humanity
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/11/20/west-bank-israel-emptying-refugee-camps-a-crime-against-humanity
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/israel-hamas-war/article/settler-outposts-spread-among-west-bank-villages-and-fuel-fear-of-more-attacks/
https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/israel-organized-settler-militias-west-bank-palestinians-funding-arms
https://apnews.com/article/west-bank-settler-violence-taybeh-palestinians-israelis-9a2e01963d8c9a313c85b1b9c1b4ab27
https://www.globalministries.org/btselems-new-report-settler-violence-is-intrinsic-to-state-violence-and-west-bank-land-takeover/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3045/cosponsors?s=1&r=2&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22west+bank+violence+prevention+act+of+2025%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3045/cosponsors?s=1&r=2&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22west+bank+violence+prevention+act+of+2025%22%7D
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/icj-united-nations-israel-settlement-violate-international-law-rcna162667
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/icj-united-nations-israel-settlement-violate-international-law-rcna162667
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-approves-nearly-800-housing-units-three-west-bank-settlements-2025-12-10/
https://apnews.com/article/israel-settlements-illegitimate-palestine-biden-rescind-law-0bed7cf5d6f98012193e9f5075eb719a
https://apnews.com/article/israel-settlements-illegitimate-palestine-biden-rescind-law-0bed7cf5d6f98012193e9f5075eb719a
https://www.globalministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Letter-to-Mr.-Rifat-Kassis.pdf
https://www.globalministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Letter-to-Mr.-Rifat-Kassis.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/11/14/hopeless-starving-and-besieged/israels-forced-displacement-palestinians-gaza
https://www.votervoice.net/JAWM/Campaigns/132271/Respond

&= About Plymouth «&

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a
Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city. Since then, we have fought against slavery,
poverty, and war; for immigrant, native, worker, LGBTQ+ and women’s rights; and
sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world. We believe in beauty, laughter, the
struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ.
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background.

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds
justice with the quest for peace — within us, between us, in community, and across the
globe. We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve
creation.

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national
New Sanctuary Movement.

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our
congregation and community.

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother
and savior. We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not
only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human
spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced
religion. Join us!

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator

232 E Onondaga Street o6 Syracuse, New York 13202
(315) 474-4836
plymouthsyr.org « office@plymouthsyr.org
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