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The Second Advent Candle is lit for the peace that Christ brings into the world, 
encouraging both inner peace and peace with others. 

Service of Word and Sacrament     
December 7, 2025          
10am – Worship 
 



2 
 

 
 Order of Worship  

 
 RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    
   
 PRELUDE “In Dulci Jubilo” Johann Sebastian Bach  
 
 WORDS OF WELCOME  Rev. Craig French 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP (by Erin Wathen)         the Wright Family 
  

   One: Magnify the LORD, for she has done great things. 
  She is mindful of the least and the last. 
   ALL: We praise the One who builds up the poor 
      and casts down the powerful. 

One: A child is coming who will turn the world upside down. 
  Let us be like his mother … and worship while we wait. 
ALL: We worship God, who performs mighty deeds with her arm 
      and gives voice to the outcast. 
One: She fills the hungry with good things 
     and sends the rich away empty. 
ALL: We will wait and not be afraid. 

       
*OPENING HYMN                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    #116 
                                                         verses 1, 2, 6, & 7 
  
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 One: Peace be with you. 
 All: And, also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 

*Please stand if you are able. 
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 INTROIT       “There Are Angels Hovering ‘Round”    insert 
 verses 1 & 2 
 
 STORY FOR ALL AGES  Emily Evans 
 

Following the Advent candle lighting, children preschool through grade 5 
will depart for Learning Community. 

 
 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (by Erin Wathen, adapted)              Chris Hayden 

                         with Havilah and Josh Carroll

   

    1: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
  those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them has light shined. 
   2: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
  authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named 
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
    1: As we light this candle of peace, 
    we remember that peace for the world 
       begins with peace in our own hearts. 
   2:   We wait for the Prince of Peace, 
     who will show us the way to end all war. 
   1:   Let peace begin with me. 
   2:   Let peace begin with each one of us. 
   ALL: God, in you we find true and everlasting peace. 
  While we wait for peace to reign on earth,  
      teach us to hold the light of peace in our own hearts, 
      to love our neighbors, 
    and to follow in the way of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  Amen. 
 
 SCRIPTURE  Luke 1:26-38 Gert Danzy and 
  Ana’Lena Williams 
 

  One: This is the word of God for the people of God. 
 ALL:        Thanks be to God. 
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 ANTHEM “Prepare, O Children of the Lord”    Dieterich Buxtehude 
  Klark Johnson, soprano 
  Christina Jureller & Adina Giroux , violins 
 
 MESSAGE                         Unexpected Interruptions: Mary 

  
*HYMN “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” #345 
 verses 1 & 2 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

   PRAYER SONG  “Come and Fill Our Hearts” insert 
 
 INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

ALL:  God of the abundant table, forgive us when we pretend  
       there is not enough room here; 

when we haggle over the guest list and the seating arrangements, 
    though you have called us only to set the table.  

As we wait for Christ to be born among us again,  
      teach us to make more room, not less.  

May we learn to see Jesus in the least and the last,  
       and may we bring that seat to the head of the table.  

Bless this bread for our bodies,  
       that we might be restored for the work of your kindom. 

Bless this cup for our spirits,  
       that we might be renewed for the work of your Word.  Amen. 

  
 RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

Communion at Plymouth is open to all without regard for religion, strength of belief, 
state of soul, or certainty of conviction. In order to feast with God, all you must be is 
hungry. 
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As the bread and cup are passed through the pews … in recognition of God’s love for all 
and the importance of community, you are invited to take a piece of bread, then wait 
to eat until all have been served. In recognition of God’s love for and the value of 
each individual, please drink of the cup as soon as you are served. (The bread is 
gluten free, and the cup is non-fermented grape juice.) 

 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 
 
 CALL TO ACTION 
 
 CALL TO GIVING  

 
 OFFERTORY ANTHEM        “Prepare the Way of the Lord” William Rowan  
 
 OFFERING 
 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our 
weekly ministry to some of the most vulnerable in our community.  To 

contribute, please write a check payable to Plymouth Church with the words 
“Food Pantry” in the memo line or note “Food Pantry” on the offering 

envelope in the pews or click on the “Donate” link on Plymouth’s website and 
choose “Food Pantry” from the drop-down menu. 

  
*DOXOLOGY (for Advent) 
 

Praise God for gifts of hope and peace; 
Praise God for gifts of joy and love! 

Praise God for sending Christ to dwell! 
On earth for us - Emmanuel.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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*HYMN “In the Bleak Midwinter”  #128
  
*BENEDICTION 
 
 CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 
 
 POSTLUDE  “Vom Himmel Hoch” Johann Pachelbel 
 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

USHERS: Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine 
DEACONS ON DUTY: Kathy Ferro and Kailyn Wright 

LITURGISTS: the Wright family, Havilah and Josh Carroll with Chris Hayden,  
Gert Danzy and Ana’Lena Williams 

COMMUNION COORDINATOR: Arne Hook 
COMMUNION SERVERS: Andrea Abbott, Cindy Perrine, and Kailyn Wright 

COMMUNION HELPERS: Ryan Norman-Preston and Eli Wright 
COUNTERS: Elaine Wolf and Keith Jakway 

ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Tom Zorn 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
 

♦ Today                Worship – 2nd Sunday of Advent, 10am, Sanctuary 
Advent Workshop, 11:15am, Memorial Hall 
Sanctuary Decoration (see page 7) 

♦ Mon Dec   8    Trustees, 6pm, Parlor* 
   Syracuse Gay and Lesbian Choir, 6:30pm, Kirtland Hall 

♦ Tue      Dec   9   Urban Jobs Taskforce Advocacy Meeting, 4pm, Parlor 
  Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
  Deacons, 7pm, Parlor and Zoom* 

♦ Wed Dec  10   Food Pantry, 2–4pm, Basement 
♦ Thu Dec  11  Plymouth Bells, 5:30m, Sanctuary 

   Vocal Choir, 7pm, Memorial Hall 
♦ Fri Dec  12   NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
♦ Sat       Dec  13   NA, 12noon, Memorial Hall  
♦ Sun      Dec  14   Service of Lessons and Carols, 10am, Sanctuary 

            Advent Potluck, 11:15am, Kirtland Hall (see page 7) 
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*Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact 
with the Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
 
Looking ahead: New Members will be received next Sunday, Dec. 14, during the 
morning worship service. If interested (or for more information), please speak to Pastor 
Craig ASAP. 
 

All are invited to Advent festivities hosted by the Board of Deacons 
 

Sanctuary Decoration – Sunday, December 7 following worship: Come help spread 
cheer and green garlands around our worship space. Add this community activity to a 
full Sunday experience of visiting over a cup of coffee and participating in the Advent 
Workshop. All ages welcome. 
 
Advent Potluck Luncheon: This traditional meal will take place on Sunday, 
December 14 following the Lessons and Carols service in Kirtland Hall.   
 

Please plan to bring enough for 8-10 people according to the following schedule by 
last name:  

• A-M:   Side dish or salad and a plate of cookies 
• N-Z:    Main dish and a plate of cookies 
 

Please do NOT bring serving utensils (there are plenty at church) and label your 
dish with ingredients so that all may partake in our shared meal with confidence 
regardless of allergy or food intolerance. Gluten-free options will be much 
appreciated.  
 
Volunteers will be standing by to receive your dishes when you arrive on Sunday 
morning and whisk them downstairs (or feel free to take them down yourself!)   
Crockpots can be accommodated, and the kitchen ovens will be available to keep 
dishes warm.   
 
And extra hands are appreciated for table set-up on Saturday, December 13 at 
10am.  Just show up and ring the bell and we’ll let you in! 
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Good News from off the street! 
 

Two people that Plymouth has helped in the past came to the church recently with 
keys to their new apartments. They are no longer homeless, but they still need our 
help. They need the vey basics of living in an apartment: single bed linen and 
blankets, plates and silverware, coffee pot, pots and pans, bath linen and shower 
curtain, microwave and tv (if you have one to give away). Anything you can spare 
to share would be greatly appreciated. Contact Lori Forrester in the office. 

 
 Joys and Concerns  

In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 
 

• Doris Dorkof, rehabbing at Menorah Park, rm 114 following surgery after a fall. 
• Mark Miller, a member of SGLC with stage 4 cancer, at home with family of 

chance and choice after being discharged from the hospital. 
• Our German choir friends. 
• Rosalyn Gibson (age 2), following a stroke, now recovering at home. 
• Stephen Corley dealing with lung cancer. 
• Mable Wilson recuperating at her daughter’s home at 103 Seneca Place, 

Syracuse, NY 13207. Thank you for your cards and prayers. 
• Nick Abbott-Hook rehabbing from surgery and out of work. 
• Geri Hall following her spinal surgery. 
• Folks dealing with mental illness, incarceration, and homelessness. 

 
Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage all ages in different ways. Worship 
activity kits are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for 
our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are 
meaningful to them. Please return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at 
the end of the service. 
 
Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers starting at 9:45am.  There 
are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the 
men’s restroom in the basement. The Service is piped into Memorial Hall, next door to 
the sanctuary, for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 



9 
 

DECEMBER 2nd UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 
During worship on November 23, we announced that, after careful consideration, we 
decided to conclude our Interim Consultant Arlen Vernava's contract and to engage 
Craig in a more hands-on role to support us through this next phase of transition and 
visioning. At our meeting on December 2, we affirmed and accepted the following 
priorities that Craig identified as he assumes this role: 

• Care for the spiritual wellbeing of both the Search Committee and the 
congregation, during this time of uncertainty and transition 

• Assist the Search Committee in developing a clearly understood path for building 
broad congregational consensus and support around the church’s identity, 
mission, and pastoral leadership needs, in light of changes to the congregation 
and the world around it 

• Help the congregation and its leaders to examine its structure, systems, practices, 
and priorities, in preparation for the next chapter of its life 

• Assist the congregation, its boards and leaders, in coming to terms with 
Plymouth's past, its present, and its future possibilities  

We are grateful for Craig’s physical presence with us, his wise counsel, and his 
commitment to the Plymouth community. 
Stay tuned for an important and exciting announcement during worship on December 7.   
 
If you haven’t already done so, please participate in the Welcoming Diversity Survey by 
December 7.  It is available online through this link - 
https://forms.office.com/r/qZLg6Mhv1j  or by scanning this QR code: 
 

 
 
We welcome your questions and concerns – give us a call or have a conversation with us 
on any Sunday following worship. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
Your Pastoral Search Committee: Michelle Bell, Josh Carroll, Sarah Cowles, Kathy 
Ferro, Esther Zorn 

https://forms.office.com/r/qZLg6Mhv1j
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Laity Empowerment Message – December 2025 

 
Thank you to all who volunteered to serve our church on one or more of our boards or teams! Our 
current needs are for Deacons, Christian Formation, and Stewardship Team members.  
 
If you have an interest in any of these open positions , please get in touch with Leela George, Laity 
Empowerment Chair,  at ljgeorge62@gmail.com, or text/ call 315-254-7807 ASAP or speak to Laity 
Team Members Scott Kraemer or Ben Cohen or any of the committee chairs listed below. 
 

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETING DAY TIME/FORMAT/LOCATION 

DEACONS 
3 openings (3-year & 2-year terms) 

Second TUESDAY 
Chair- Esther Zorn 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor & 
ZOOM 

• Works with pastoral staff to set a 
vision for the worship life of the 
congregation, discerning themes & 
special events for liturgical seasons  

 
• Decides on the allocation of resources 
for worship, special events, hospitality 
ministry, outreach, and benevolence 
giving.  

• Sets the calendar & 
implements communion – set 
up, serving, and clean up. 

 
•Supports the food pantry 
ministry helping create 
awareness and supporting the 
volunteers.  

• Recruits, trains, & supports 
greeters, ushers, community  

time hosts for rotating 
responsibilities.  

 
• Creates opportunities for  
the congregation to build  
community through special  
events. 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
3 openings (1-year terms) 

Fourth TUESDAY 
Chair- Havilah Carroll 

7:00 pm In Person/Parlor 

• Proposes and monitors budget for 
nursery care, Learning Community, 
adult study, youth ministry, & 
intergenerational learning events.  

 
• Hires, in collaboration with Board of 
Trustees, nursery care staff & 
supports and guides that staff. 

• Sets vision for the Christian 
Formation ministry, 
including decisions about 
curriculum, special learning 
programs, service learning, 
adult study offerings, 
discussion series, family 
support, & special events of 
the congregation. 

• Facilitates the planning of  
special events: Advent  
Workshop, Palm Sunday  
Alfombras Walk, Heifer  
Festival, etc. 
 
• Helps create a vision for  
adult study, supporting the  
forum team, Bible Study, etc. 

STEWARDSHIP 
1 opening (3-year term) 

Varies 
Chair- Kirsten Hubel 

In Person 

• Guides, encourages, and inspires 
Plymouth members and friends in 
the living of their lives in keeping 
with their membership 

  vows. 

• Designs, leads, and 
promotes the church’s 
annual pledge campaign. 

 

mailto:ljgeorge62@gmail.com
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Music Notes for Sunday, December 7th, 2025 
 

I don’t know why, but for some reason, during the holiday season, musical tastes drift 
towards the baroque.  There are countless performances of Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons (even though it’s clear that three of those 
seasons have nothing to do with winter or Christmas!), etc., etc., etc.  Today, three of our 
pieces were written during the baroque period (approximately 1600 to 1750) while the 
offertory anthem was written rather recently – but in a neo-baroque style! 
 
Our prelude is a short, simple work by Bach (1685-1750 – and it’s no coincidence that 
the Baroque period ends at Bach’s death.  By that time, most musical tastes had shifted 
to the much simpler melody-and-accompaniment style of the classic period; even Bach’s 
own sons had mostly abandoned their father’s style.)  We know this tune as Good 
Christian Folk, Rejoice.  Bach actually wrote several chorale preludes on this tune.  
You’ll note that in this simple piece, the pedal just plays one note all the way through 
each verse (called unsurprisingly a pedal point.)   
 
Our anthem comes from a church cantata by Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707).  In his 
youth, Bach walked over 250 miles to study with Buxtehude. Bach’s employer had given 
him a four-week leave of absence, but Bach stayed for nearly four months, greatly 
annoying his employer.  However, those four months had a profound effect on him and 
his music.  For example, the simple little cantatas that Buxtehude wrote blossomed into 
the over two hundred masterwork cantatas that Bach wrote.  We’re grateful to Klark, 
Christina, and Adina for sharing their musical talents with us this morning.  
 
William Rowan (b. 1951) is Director of Music at St. Rita’s Parish in Dallas, Texas.  As 
noted above, Rowan takes the familiar advent text and sets it to neo-baroque music.  
(i.e.: Not really following all the norms of the baroque period but sounding like baroque 
music to the casual listener.) 
 
Yes, Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) wrote more than his popular Canon in D!  Our 
postlude takes the tune (#130 in our hymnal) and plays it in long notes in the pedal, 
while the two voices – each played by one hand – dance above it. 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 
Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, 
poverty, and war; for immigrant, native, worker, LGBTQ+ and women’s rights; and 
sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the 

struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical 
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the 
globe. We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve 
creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national 
New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother 
and savior. We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not 
only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of 
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human 
spirit. We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced 
religion.  Join us! 
 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Lori A Forrester, Church Administrator 

Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
 

 

232 E Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 


