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 Order of Worship   
 
  RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 

Be still … and aware of God’s presence 
Within you and all around you. 

 
  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

 
  PRELUDE                                            Sarabande Arcangelo Corelli 
 
  WORDS OF WELCOME   Rev. Craig French 
 
  CALL TO WORSHIP (from unfoldinglight.com)       Dawn Franits 

One: Beckoning God, you call us. 
ALL: Wandering Jesus, you invite us to come. 
One: Moving Spirit, you go with us. 
ALL: Holy One, we follow you, even into the unknown. 
 so that we may be a blessing. 

 
*HYMN  When Jesus the Healer insert     
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 One: Peace be with you. 
 ALL: And, also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
  A PRAYER FOR PRIDE (by Rev. Sam Lundquist) 
 

ALL: God of wild love and extravagant acceptance, 
Spirit of boldness and beauty: 
You are faithfully present in both the grit and glitter of life, 
    and you are present here with us now. 
Awaken us to your dream for creation: 
 

*Please rise if you are able. 
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A world in which every member of the human family  
    is free to flourish however you made them. 
Forgive us for the moments we have held back 
    your ever-flowing current of love, dignity, and justice. 
Remake us into a people eager to see you 
    in the faces, bodies, and expressions of all people. 
Remind each of us to step out of the shadows of our lives 
    and shine fearlessly and courageously. 
Holy One, You call each of us beloved. 
Each of us cherished. 
Each of us desired. 
Each of us sacred. 
And so, we give you thanks now and forever.  Amen. 

 
  SCRIPTURE   Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26           Common English Bible 
 
  STORY FOR ALL AGES  Emily Evans 
 

Following the story, children preschool through 
grade 5 will depart for Learning Community. 

 
  ANTHEM To Abraham and Sarah 
 
  MESSAGE  “Thruway Rest Stops vs. Family Reunions” 

 
*HYMN             I Come with Joy      #349 
 
  COMMUNION LITURGY (by Rev. Sam Lundquist) 

One: Beloved children of God, as we gather here this morning, we are the 
church!  

 

ALL: In this moment, we respond to the words of Jesus, who tells us:  
“…where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 

One: And it is with the power of Christ that we proclaim that this table is open 
to all people — no matter who you are or what you believe or what you’ve 
been told. 
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ALL: Here at this table, we remember the simple gathering of a chosen 

family that came together for a meal that proclaimed a new way of 
being in this world. 

 

One: We remember God’s radically inclusive love  
made real in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

ALL: We remember the One who befriended the forgotten, embraced the 
outcast, and saw the Image of God in all people. 

 

One: We remember the One who confronted every power that disconnected,      
marginalized, oppressed, and “other-ed.” 

 

ALL: It is here at this table that we find hope and imagination to see God’s 
dream and promise of a world of wholeness, and it is here that we 
receive the nourishment and strength to continue on the paths of 
justice. 

 

One: We recall that on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took a loaf of bread,  
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
  

ALL: “This is my body that is given for you. Do this in remembrance of  
me.” 
 

One: In the same way he took the cup, saying, 
 

ALL: “This is my blood, my very life, poured out for you.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
God, we thank you for breathing this world into existence  
    and proclaiming from its birth: “It is good.” 
We come to you with gratitude for the endless blessings that we see, 

feel, and know on our journeys of life. 
We celebrate the rich diversity of your creation — every beautiful 

body, every shade of skin, every expression of love. 
Through your Spirit, open our hearts to the joy we can find  

in the midst of life’s challenges. 
Remind us that we are loved — fiercely and forever. 
And however the world may try to hold us down or tell us who to be,  

      remind us that nothing can separate us from You… 
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One: Beloved children of God, the table is set. 
Come and feast with the One who loves you more than you can possibly 
imagine. 

 
  RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP (in the pews) 
 

Communion at Plymouth is open to all without regard for religion, 
strength of belief, state of soul, or certainty of conviction. 
In order to feast with God, all you have to be is hungry. 

 

The bread is gluten-free; the cup is non-fermented grape juice. 
 

If you need assistance, please signal an usher or communion steward. 
 

 As the bread and cup are passed through the pews … In recognition of 
God’s love for all and the importance of community, you are invited to take a 
piece of bread, then wait to eat until all have been served. In recognition of God’s 
love for and the value of each individual, please drink of the cup as soon as you 
are served. 

 
  CALL TO ACTION 
 
  CALL TO GIVING 
 
  OFFERING  
 

For the month of June we will be collecting for the SAGE 5K  
and the Gay Pride Festival. Please use the rainbow envelopes. 

 
  ANTHEM  Beneath the Oaks of Mamre’s Shade  

 
*DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God whose breath fills all the earth, 
Whose love reveals our sacred worth, 

Whose Spirit leads us all to thrive, 
Of every nation, every tribe. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN             O Holy God, Whose Gracious Power     #535 
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*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                                          Menuet Arcangelo Corelli 
 

“Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service has been obtained 
from ONE LICENSE, License #A-713031.  All rights reserved.” 

 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

FLOWERS: Bernie Peterson, in loving memory of  
Geraldine Sophia Pasternacki and Franklin Delano Peterson. 

LITURGIST: Dawn Franits 
USHERS: Cindy Perrine 

DEACONS ON DUTY: Andrea Abbott and Arne Hook 
COMMUNION COORDINATOR: Arne Hook 

COMMUNION SERVERS: Andrea Abbott, Frank Leonard and Cindy Perrine 
ONLINE WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Kailyn Wright 

COMMUNITY TIME: the Wright family; Kailyn, Sarah, Josh, and the kids. 
 COUNTERS:  Kathleen Deters-Hayes and Keith Jakway 

 

 Joys and Concerns* 
 

In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 
 

• Mary G.-J., is in hospital room 2210, 2 North. 
• Pat H. passed away May 14, 2026. We send our prayers for comfort and support 

to the family and friends of Pat. 
• Jeff C., for his brother Stephen, and also his sister-in-law’s 3 yr old son. 
• Chris H. in rehab at Loretto. 
• Our shut-in congregants: Fung-Chan C., Joanne C., Elizabeth H., Geri H.,  

Chris H., Marilou O., and Mable W. 
• Folks dealing with mental illness, incarceration, and homelessness. 

 

*The listings for Joys and Concerns will be kept for one month; after that you can 
request they be re-upped by contacting the Church Office. 
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As Jesus was walking along, 
he saw a man called Matthew 

sitting at the tax-collection station, 
and he said to him, “Follow me.” 
And he got up and followed him. 

—Matthew 9.9 
 

The voice of freedom or justice,  
the song of beauty or healing, 

the call of the Beloved, is not a shout. 
It's merely the hum of life 
that begs your harmony. 

 
You're going about your life, plain as always, 

when something ineffable, moving 
in a different direction, tugs at you, 

like the aroma of bread baking: 
an urge, a subtle leaning, an invitation.  

Your presence is requested. 
Learn to stop and attend. 

 
Perhaps in a moment of stillness,  

maybe in a rush of trying so hard— 
a compass needle wobbles. 

Stop and attend.  
 

You are not especially wise or gifted; 
your faith is no stronger than anyone else's. 

Don't question why you are chosen; 
the only way to know is to follow. 
It may be a life-changing endeavor, 

or a moment's simple act of love. Follow.  
 

Never stop listening. 
           _____________ 

          Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
 

Something to Think About 
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH and beyond 
 

• Today    Worship, 10am, Sanctuary 
  Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall* 

• Mon    June  8    Board of Trustees, 6pm, Parlor** 
               Syracuse Gay and Lesbian Choir, 6pm, Memorial Hall 

• Tue     June   9    Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
       Board of Deacons, 7pm, Parlor and Zoom** 

• Wed    June 10   Food Pantry, 2pm, Basement 
• Thu     June 11   Bell Choir Practice, 5:30pm, Sanctuary 
                               NA, 6:30p, Parlor 

                Vocal Choir Rehearsal, 7pm, Memorial Hall 
• Fri       June 12   NA, 6:30pm, Memorial Hall 
• Sat      June 13    NA, 10am, Parlor 

   Pride Parade and Festival, 11am-5pm, Inner Harbor 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! for staffing our table. 

           NA, 12noon, Memorial Hall 
• Sun     June 14    Faith Formation Sunday Worship Service, 10am, Sanctuary 

                Community Time, 11:15am, Memorial Hall* 
 

*You are invited to join us for Community Time for coffee, tea, and refreshments in 
Memorial Hall after worship.  
 

** Board meetings are open to all; please contact the Church Office to be put in contact 
with the Chair who can receive your request and share meeting information with you. 
 

Update on Mary 
 

Mary is no longer in the ICU and is now in rehab at downtown Upstate Hospital. She is 
in room 2210 – 2 North. If you are interested in visiting Mary, please do so after 4pm 
each day due to her rehab schedule.  Mary is doing a bit better, but her pain continues to 
be difficult.  She has no restrictions on food or flowers if you would like to bring 
something for her. 
 

Standing on Holy Ground... 
 

We acknowledge with respect to the Onondaga Nation, 
Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, 

Indigenous People on whose ancestral land 
Plymouth Church now stands.  
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Music Notes for Sunday, June 7, 2026 
 
Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) lived in Italy in the mid-baroque period – a time when Nicola Amati 
was teaching Antonio Stradivari and Adrea Guarneri the art of constructing violins.  It should be no 
surprise that Corelli became a master violinist, but historically, it is more important that he composed 
for the violin in a characteristic manner, ie: his music featured techniques that were either easily 
performed or only performable on the violin.  He wrote six collections of music, all featuring the 
violin, from which our prelude and postlude are taken today, albeit arranged for organ.  You will note 
that the prelude uses long phrases, while the postlude uses lots of arpeggios – both techniques that 
are easily played on the violin. 
 
To AI or not AI.  That is the question many of us ask today.  When I couldn’t find – neither in the 
Plymouth music library, nor online – any appropriate music that referenced the heavenly visitors to 
Abraham and Sarah, I decided to give the challenge to AI for texts.  The tunes for the two anthem 
today are familiar (Aurelia, and Sweet Hour.)  The texts, created by AI, are being sung for the first 
time today. 
 

To Abraham and Sarah, the call of God was clear: 
'Go forth and I will show you a country rich and fair. 
You need not fear the journey for I have pledged my word: 
that you shall be my people and I will be your God.' 
 
From Abraham and Sarah arose a pilgrim race, 
dependent for their journey on God's abundant grace. 
and in their heart was written by God this saving word: 
that you shall be my people and I will be your God.' 
 
We of this generation on whom God's hand is laid, 
can journey to the future secure and unafraid! 
rejoicing in God's goodness and trusting in this word: 
that you shall be my people and I will be your God. 
 

Beneath the oaks of Mamre’s shade, the patriarch in silence stayed, 
Until three travelers drew near across the shimmering heat and fear. 
With water, bread, and humble grace, he welcomed God in human face; 
 
A desert tent became a shrine for guests both mortal and divine. 
The promise spoken long ago seemed like a seed that would not grow, 
For age had turned the green to gold, and Sarah’s heart was tired and old. 
But as they shared the kneaded bread, "I shall return," the Spirit said, 
"And by the spring, a son shall rise to bring new light to weary eyes." 
 
Behind the curtain Sarah heard, and laughed at such a frantic word; 
Can withered branches bloom again to heal a lifetime’s quiet pain? 
"Is anything too hard for me?" replied the Lord of history. 
The laugh of doubt would soon become the joy of laughter in their home. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 
If asked for a handout ($) during worship at Plymouth, we encourage you Not to do so. 
Instead, welcome each person lovingly and respectfully, as a sister/brother/sibling in 
Christ. Then, make a gift—especially on communion Sundays—to Plymouth’s Good 
Samaritan Fund. This allows our pastor (on your behalf) to respond to requests for 
financial assistance.  
 
Plymouth’s Food Pantry is asking for donations of laundry detergent and fabric 
softeners (either powder, liquid, or sheets) through the month of June. 
 
Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for 
Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at 
georgesbain@aol.com  
 
Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is 
a sign-up chart in Memorial Hall.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in 
honor of whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The 
cost is $35 but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are 
available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship: Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped 
into Memorial Hall next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well 
as in the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to 
use the spots directly in front of the church. 
 
  

mailto:georgesbain@aol.com
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 
Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, 
poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and 

sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the 
struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their 
gifts regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, 
physical ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the 
globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve 
creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national 
New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother 
and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so 
not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of 
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human 
spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced 
religion.  Join us! 
 Rev. Craig French, Transition Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Emily Evans, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Lori Forrester, Church Administrator 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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